
September
Tue 29  - Dyslexia Support Evening - see insideth

Tue 29  - Parent Forum - see email th

Wed 30  - ASN Transition Information session - see inside th

October
Thu 1  - Charity Walk - Natasha Foundation - Wear purple (optional)st

Thu 8  - Senior Awards Ceremony 7pmth

Fri 9   - All finish th

Tue 20  - Pupils returnth

Key dates in the calendar on last page of this newsletter. Also, our new web
calendar will be availbale on our website soon. 

Developing the Young Workforce update

Dates  for the diary

Portobello High School
Snippets

28th September2026

email: admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
Phone: 0131 6692324

THE WEEK 

New Ipads are currently being rolled our across all year groups. If you
child has an issue wiht their ipda please speak to our IT manager, Mr
Hardwick. 

Flu vaccines will take place on 23  and 24  November. Forms went
home at the end of last week. Most of these will be nasal sprays. If
your young person needs support with this, please let us know.

rd th

Latest DYW update available here 

Check out the latest job/career/work
experience opportunities using the
link at the bottom of the page.
Updated weekly. 

S3 Drama

School uniform is available to purchase online
https://portobellohighschool.imagescotland.com/
Plain black hoodies or sweatshirts can also be purchased from
various local retailers. 

Look out for the ‘sign up now’ graphic highlighting
opportunities for young people to get involved. 

S3 Drama Performance

On Friday 18  September, over 50 S3
Drama students came together to
perform their Verbatim theatre pieces.
Verbatim theatre is a style of
documentary theatre that uses the
lived experience and words of real
people to explore contemporary social
issues through performance. Over the
last few months, S3 have interviewed
teachers and students regarding an
issue important to them. Some
examples included: AI, toxic
masculinity, behaviour in classrooms,
substance misuse (and much more!).
This process required them to
transcribe interviews and use this as a
starting point for a script, before
rehearsing and performing this to an
invited audience. This event allowed
us to celebrate the vast amount of
creativity and passion of our S3
cohort. The Drama department are
incredibly proud of all your hard work.

th

mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ab383ea273b398164d97a24&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=sway.cloud.microsoft&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpKLbS1y8uT6zUS87JL03Ry81MLsovzk8r0S-KcnaOMiytzM4ItwhJSS2zL0pNs_XJzMsGACv3FA8%3D
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=6ab383ea273b398164d97a24&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&@OriginalLink=sway.cloud.microsoft&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpKLbS1y8uT6zUS87JL03Ry81MLsovzk8r0S-KcnaOMiytzM4ItwhJSS2zL0pNs_XJzMsGACv3FA8%3D


Additional Support Needs sessions

The dates for our online family engagement meetings for families of young people
with additional support needs are as follows:
Tuesday 6th October 5.15-6.15
Weds 2nd December 5.15-6.15
Thursday 18th March 5.15-6.15
Tuesday 8th June 5.15-6.15
We look forward to collaborating with families during these meetings to strengthen
our inclusion work.

Link to 6  October sessionth

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/333431741403319?p=yLaNijaghxqPPUajg5

Family Engagement Meetings

Information Evenings

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/333431741403319?p=yLaNijaghxqPPUajg5


Food Allergies

Hello, 

I'm Martha Evans and I'm S6 here at PHS.

One in ten people have a food allergy. That's 3 per class, that's 15+ staff. It's an issue that
impacts everyone in some way.

What you may not know about me is that I have five major food allergies. These may sound
a bit inconvenient, but it's much more than that. It goes far beyond just not being able to eat
a lot of different foods. It also induces isolation, anxiety and social exclusion. This happens at
school, with my friends and family, at events - it's constant.

Luckily for me, I haven't had a fatal anaphylactic shock. But many people, even younger
than me have. People who didn't deserve to lose their life due to someone else's negligence
with food. One of these people was Natasha Ednan-Laperouse who died on a plane after
eating a sandwich from Pret that didn't say it included sesame. Her family started the
Natasha Foundation and passed a law which means it's illegal not to include the allergens in
the ingredient label. The Foundation is doing groundbreaking research into curing food
allergies for good, preventing so many unfair deaths.

On October 1st a group of over 100 PHS students and teachers are participating in a 5k
charity walk for the Natasha Foundation. We will be walking along the Portobello Prom, in
the afternoon.

We would also like to invite members from the community to walk with us. If you're
interested, please contact us at admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk. It would mean a lot to have
the support from the wider community of Portobello High School.

However, if you are unable to participate and/or want to sponsor the walk, and find out
more, you can donate here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/natashaswalkportobello?
utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL

I know this is not a conventional charity to raise money for, but it's an important cause that's
often overlooked. This is the first step towards making a safer community. 

Natasha Foundation - 

We are strengthening our whole-school approach to food allergies and allergy awareness,
ensuring that pupils with allergies feel safe, supported and fully included in school life. As
part of this work, we are appointing a dedicated member of staff to lead and coordinate our
approach, working with pupils, families, staff and partners to review our procedures,
improve awareness and training, and ensure clear and consistent approaches across the
school.
This is an important area of safeguarding, and our aim is to develop a proactive approach
that increases understanding of allergies across our whole school community and gives
families confidence in the support we provide.

Strengthening our approach to food allergies

https://www.justgiving.com/page/natashaswalkportobello?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/natashaswalkportobello?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL


S4-6 Update
Opportunities...

Into University is one of our partner organisations who support our young people into
Further and Higher education. They are running various courses over the October and

Summer holiday -see full details bewlo and on next page. See Mrs Thornton of the year
head if you would liek support to sign up or have any questions or queries.

Christmas 2026 jobs are starting to open for applications. For a list of websites where
vacancies may be available or support on how pupils can apply, please reach out to the
career advisers in F35

Looking for part time work?

All S6 pupils will have the opportunity to attend the Edinburgh Young Drivers Event on
Thursday 1 October. The event is designed to help young people develop their awareness of
road safety and responsible driving as they approach an age when many will begin learning
to drive.
Buses will leave PHS at 8.40am, with pupils expected to return to school by approximately
12.15pm. Pupils will be responsible for catching up on any learning missed.

S6 Young Drivers Event



S4-6 Update

We are delighted to offer two residential
opportunities for S5 pupils following their
prelims in the week beginning Monday 1
February 2027:
London Educational Experience
Skiing/Snowboarding Residential at
Lagganlia
Further details are available on the
attached posters. If your young person is
interested, please complete the S5
Residential Trips form by Wednesday 23
September.
We will aim to support families requiring
financial assistance, and monthly payment
plans will be available. These trips are
optional, with pupils not attending
following their normal timetable in school.
Please disregard this information if your
young person is already attending the
Spanish Modern Languages trip.

Opportunities...

S5 Residentials - Feb 2027



Sports & Outdoors Update
Friday Night Lights

Friday Night Lights provides a
safe, welcoming space for more
than 50 young people to enjoy
football, stay active and spend
time with friends at the end of
the school week.
The programme is about much
more than football. It promotes
teamwork, builds positive
relationships and helps young
people feel connected to their
school and community. We
would love to see even more
young people coming along this
year, everyone is welcome,
regardless of their experience or
ability.

Pupil Achievement...
Congratulations to Ava Dunbar who has
been selected for the Scotland Women's
U17 International Challenge Matches 14-
20 of September 2026, Broadwood
Stadium, Cumbernauld. Well done, Ava,
an amazing achievement!

Congratulations to Chloe Nisbet S4 who
competed in the Scottish Schools
Snowsports Association Slopestyle
Regional competition at Midlothian
Sports Centre Hillend. After a gruelling
morning of practice runs perfecting
technical jumps and turns on the ramps
and balance tricks on the boxes Chloe
took Gold in the S4-6 Female Ski
category. An amazing achievement
Chloe, well done!



Sports & Outdoors Update
Duke of Edinburgh

Girls boxing opportunity

Congratulations to sixteen of our young people who completed their Gold practice expedition
with Mr Mayer. It’s the first time we have run this programme in a few years and it seems to
be going well. 

Lily delivers boxing session for young people in the
school and is offering free sessions to other young
people. 
Full details here
https://www.wellnessliving.com/rs/catalog-
payment.html?
k_id=4305788&sid_purchase_item=promotion&id_sale=
1&k_business=337949

https://www.wellnessliving.com/rs/catalog-payment.html?k_id=4305788&sid_purchase_item=promotion&id_sale=1&k_business=337949
https://www.wellnessliving.com/rs/catalog-payment.html?k_id=4305788&sid_purchase_item=promotion&id_sale=1&k_business=337949
https://www.wellnessliving.com/rs/catalog-payment.html?k_id=4305788&sid_purchase_item=promotion&id_sale=1&k_business=337949
https://www.wellnessliving.com/rs/catalog-payment.html?k_id=4305788&sid_purchase_item=promotion&id_sale=1&k_business=337949


Sports & Outdoors Update
School of Golf 

The S2 school of golf are in the middle
of a block of lessons from a PGA
professional. They have been working
on different skills such as putting,
chipping and will move onto Irons and
Driving to finish. To finish their block,
the pupils will go head to head in an
exciting competition- playing for prizes
such as golf equipment and Trackman
vouchers. The pupils have loved the
opportunity to develop new skills and
become more confident golfers-
relishing the chance to be coached and
experience playing on course. 

We are looking for any old golf
equipment. If you have anythig you
would be willing to donate then please
get in touch. 

From the success of the School
of Golf, the school has created a
link with Edinburgh Leisure to
create a really exciting
opportunity for girls of all ages to
learn how to play golf. Any girl in
the school that feels like this may
be something they are interested
in- please come speak to Mr
Clubb in PE. There is going to be
coaching, trips and access to golf
courses where pupils can enjoy
golfing activities and developing
new skills.

Girls Only Golf



Extra Curricular Sports Programme

Sport programme



Extra Curricular Sports Programme

Tennis Programme

Our new Tennis programme launched a few weeks ago.. Come along to the tennis
club for free and enjoy meeting new people and learning a new sport. This is a
social session and all abilities are welcome. Thanks to Abercorn tennis club for
supporting this programme

Portobello High School Tennis Club is a growing community of young players
developing their skills, confidence and teamwork through tennis.
We are seeking support from local businesses to help fund coaching, court hire,
transport and team kit. Companies can donate £100-£200 to have their logo
displayed on our club kit, demonstrating their support for young people and
accessible local sport.
If you would like to sponsor the club, please contact Rachael Dunn at
Rachael.2.dunn@portobello.edin.sch.uk.

mailto:Rachael.2.dunn@portobello.edin.sch.uk


News

Cabaret Concert



Extra Curricular Clubs and Activities

Extra Curricular Clubs



Learning & Teaching
Geography

Classical Studies - School of Programme
Our Classics pupils enjoyed a
fantastic conference at Dundee
High School, hearing from
historians and archaeologists
from the Universities of
Edinburgh, Cambridge and St
Andrews.
Our senior pupils made some
brilliant cross-curricular
connections and enjoyed lively
debates around power and
society, while our S2 pupils came
away full of questions and eager
to learn more. The day finished
with a visit to the McManus
Gallery’s ancient collections,
bringing many of the themes
explored during the conference
to life.
A really inspiring day – with
pupils already asking what their
next step in Classics might be!

Miss McGrath's class have been cooking up a storm and are running a bake-off competition each
lesson.
The Judges vary but mostly Mrs Bradley judges the best dishes. The winner each week wears the
Star Baker Apron the next week and even better gets to put their dishes in the dishwasher - they
tell us that is the best prize!

School of Cookery



Learning & Teaching

We are delighted that Portobello High
School has worked with BBC Bitesize to
help create a new suite of learning
resources supporting our Film and
Screen course, launched at the school
this year.
The course was developed in response
to the growing range of opportunities
for young people within Scotland’s film,
screen and media industries and has
already proved extremely popular with
our pupils.
It is fantastic to see the work taking
place at Portobello contributing to
resources that can now support young
people studying Film and Screen more
widely. Well done to all of the young
people and Miss Freeman for leading
this project
Explore the new BBC Bitesize Film and
Screen resources:
BBC Bitesize – Film and Screen

Portobello High School Partners with BBC Bitesize

My name is Jaimie (Mr. Sutherland), I'm the new Library Officer for your School.

I am new to the school libraries having worked for a number of years in community libraries.
My experience of working in the communities has allowed me to develop a good
understanding of what adults like to read, and while I have worked with children, teens and
young adults, my knowledge of what interests you is a bit outdated.

So, I am keen to hear what your interests are and if you have any recommendations for
books that we don't have, please pop into the library and say hi and let me know your
suggestions and I will try and get them for you. 

 I am very excited to be here, and I am looking forward to getting to know you and the school
over the coming weeks.

If you would liek to get involved in the development of our school libraray then please pop
in and see Jaimie or speak to your year head or pupil support leader. 

Meet our new librarian

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zp7w46f?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Learning & Teaching

Learning Planner Guide for parents 

Drama update

Our Learning Planner is designed to give families a clearer picture of what young
people are learning across their subjects. Updated in 2–3 week blocks, it
explains what pupils are learning, why they are learning it, how learning will take
place, how progress will be assessed and how families can support learning at
home. learning planner parent guide
The planner will also highlight relevant home learning, upcoming assessments,
key dates and deadlines, helping young people to stay organised and giving
parents and carers better opportunities to discuss and support learning at
home. learning planner parent guide learning planner parent guide
A copy of our Guide to the Learning Planner is attached to this email alongside
this week’s Snippets newsletter.



City of Edinburgh Council update

Adult Learning



Event Day/Date

Parent Forum Tue 29  Septh

Senior Awards Ceremony Thu 8  Octoberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 9  Octoberth

Pupils resume Tue 20th October

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 28th October

S4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

Tue 3rd Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 3rd November

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition Thu 5  Novemberth

S1-3 Report issued Tue 24th November

Parent Forum Wed 25  Novth

S1 Parents Evening Thu 26th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/6 Parents Evening Thu 10  Decemberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 18th Dec

Pupils resume Wed 6  Janth

S5/6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 13th Jan

Parent Forum Mon 25  Janth

Event Day/Date

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued Fri 5  Febth

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 8th Feb

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 12th Feb

All resume Mon 22nd Feb

S3 Parents Evening Wed 3rd March

S2 Parents Evening Thu 11  Marchth

Senior Phase report issued Fri 19  Marchth

All Finish Thu 25  Marchth

All Resume Tue 30  Marchth

All Finish Fri 2  Aprilnd

All Resume Tue 20th April

Qualifications Scotland
Exams tbc

Holiday Mon 3  & Tue 4th May rd

Pupils resume  - 5  Mayth

S1-3 report issued 7th May

Holiday Mon 24  Mayth

New Timetable (S1-3) Tue 25th May

New Timetable (S4/5) Mon 31  Mayst

All Finish Tue 29  June th

Key dates 2026/27
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