
Pgrtobello Sohggl-*urias The First lrlor!* Eg
During theFirst World. War the school routine was eonsid.erably

upset. Towerbank School was taken over by the troops, and. the pupils
had to eome to Portobello School to continue lessons. The only
possibLe arrangement was that the pupils of Towerbank received
their Leesons in the morning ancl the Fortobe]"Io Frimary chiLdren
reeeived theirs in the afternoon. The Seoondary pupi)-e of the school
continued. a normaL timetable. The routine was upset farther when
the male members of staff had to leave for war services and event-
ual1y no male teachers were left in the school, with the exoeption
of the lleadmaster, Mr. Mackay. The staff ahortage became so serious
that higher grade pupil-s had to be esed. on occasion to teaoh the
younger children. Another unfortunate result of the war $ras a
stringent eoonomy in the use of coal" for the class-room fires.

Many teachers'and former pupils of the sehool gained. d.ecorations
d.uring the war. A Ro&l of Honour was compiled, containing the names
of teache::e and former pupils serving with the forcesr ed in 1916
the RoLl of Honour took up eight pages of the School Magazine.
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T.{ea::whi1e, the Edueatiox rlet of 1918 hsrl $ede a chr.n6Je in
tlr* s.dnir.islraticn of $c6tti*i: e:luc::tiom" c'he school Boards
dLs*ppe*red.beingrt:pla*e*11'Edueation'*1*tho:r"itieselected
trterniatly in the cr:unties avld fcur largeert icottis*l Burghs'
Later , tn 1?29 these in their turx were replaced by Edue*tion
Conraittees chosen f:'au the 0auatry and brurgh 0o:aci1s.

llntil t.':is tino the School ira'L t*.ken prrSrils nnly up to ttie
tl:irt1 year of the second.ary eor:.rse, those 5trpil* w:ntiag io
eontimre their educ.stion tleStond that st'.:ge haring to txunefer
to Leith iic*.deny or ftroughton. Eowever, ia l9?8, t}:e 'iehoo},
r{r;s Srrrrg1utrred tO fr:LL secr:ndnry L:tatus *.nA giverr t?te aew titLe
o'Portctel3o $eccndarT $ekoolf . The leaving Certlficate i.n
those days tma & 'lgroup eertifieate." r?o ati:&in it prpils
?rstl ta Smss in f,ne ]res.r in at leaet tco subJoctar *t Gne of
$hich hod to be Engl.isb, at the I{igher level. , and in three
ctl'ier cubJact* *t tfue ].oser Lerel. FalLure in aaSr of t]:ese
exffss r.,:e,,nt that t?:e Certificate would not be grantetl, eo to

" attain your uTligherst* *.t that tisp ?r&8 & eonsiderabLe aceil-
eq:ie achiellBe'lt aed the possosoian of the eertlficate rms
vj"tal far ent:y to the rrnivereities and trarious other inetu* *
utions. It trae of course, Gaine.d by on].y a ma}l r:1n*rity of
Iryils.


