
March
Monday 23rd - Study Late 4-7pm
Wednesday 25th March - ASN Parent/Carer session  - see above. 
Thursday 26  March - S5/6 Ceilidh and Disco - 7-9.30pmth

Friday 27  March - S6  Dawn till Dusk sports eventth

Monday 30th - Edinburgh Young Musician of the Year Competition
Tuesday 31  - Parent Forum - 7pmst

April
Wednesday 1  - Spring Concertst

Thursday 2  - All Finishnd

Tuesday 21   - All returnst

Developing the Young Workforce update

Dates  for the diary

Portobello High School
Snippets

23rd  March 2026

email: admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
Phone: 0131 6692324

THE WEEK 

Study leave for S4-6 pupils begins on Thursday 23  April (For young
people sitting Spanish N5/H, they will begin study leave on Tuesday
21  April). Full details inside

rd

st

The Easter school programme formS4-6 pupils will be issued via
email on Tuesday evening. 

Latest DYW update available here https://bit.ly/4t4dtro

The HPV and MMR vaccines will be offered to all S1 pupils and any
S2-6 boys and girls who have not already had them on 27  April
2026. If you have not returned the form the please do so ASAP. 

th

S2 Chemical Engineering Event

School uniform is available to purchase online
https://portobellohighschool.imagescotland.com/
Plain black hoodies or sweatshirts can also be purchased from
various local retailers. 

The rescheduled ASN Parents Meeting on Inclusive Classrooms will
be held on Wednesday 25  March 6-7pm. Join link will be sent via
email. 

th

 

On Monday 2nd of March 36 S2 pupils
were involved in a competition run by
The Education Academy Scotland which
involved highlighting careers in Chemical
Engineering. Maebh Griffith's from the
winning team described the event as, 'a
really fun day. I know Chemical Engineers
don't just deal with Chemicals all day and
the importance of their jobs in our daily
lives.'

S2 Chemical
Engineering Live

event

Over the past few weeks P6 pupils from
our cluster primary schools have been
visiting the Science Faculty. They have
been learning about chromatography,
fingerprints and how science uses these
to solve crimes. Some of our S1 pupils
have been helping out in class and have
been invaluable in supporting the P6
Pupils.

P6 Science experience

mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk
https://bit.ly/4t4dtro


News
Porty Pathways programme   - visit www.portypathways.co.uk

Thank you to all our young people and parents/carers for your engagement in this year’s course
choice process. It is always a highlight to speak with young people about their future, and we have
been extremely impressed by the level of thought, research and ambition shown in their choices.
If you have not yet returned your course choice form, please do so as soon as possible. We will
begin work on the new timetable shortly with the ambition of having new timetable out to young
people well in advance of the new timetable starting at the beginning of June. 

Last week, we were delighted to welcome
Silver DofE participants from across
Edinburgh to celebrate the hard work and
resilience of our young people. Portobello
High School currently has the highest number
of Silver awards in the city, with 66 young
people achieving their award this year, a
fantastic achievement we are incredibly proud
of.
This success reflects not only the commitment
of our young people, but also the dedication
of our staff, who generously give their time to
support training and multiple overnight
expeditions. Their efforts make these
experiences possible and are hugely valued.
The programme continues to grow each year,
with more young people choosing to take on
the challenge of the Silver Award. To help
sustain and develop this further, we are
looking for parent volunteers to support in a
range of roles, from organising equipment to
supporting expeditions.
If you would like to get involved or find out
more, please contact Mrs McDonald:
9088827@ea.edin.sch.uk. Your support can
make a real difference in continuing this
incredible programme.

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award Ceremony

As part of our Porty 150 celebrations, our Journalism class sat
down with Joyce Peacock to talk about her husband, Graham
“Rusty” Peacock - someone who poured his heart into Portobello
High School for so many years. Joyce shares the passions that
drove Rusty, the journey that first brought him to Porty in 1981, and
what it means to see his legacy live on through the school cafeteria
that bears his name.

Click here to read the interview: Portobello Journal – PHS Pupil
Magazine

Remembering Rusty: A Conversation with Joyce Peacock

https://portobellojournal.wordpress.com/
https://portobellojournal.wordpress.com/


Senior Phase News
Study Leave Information

As we approach the SQA examination period, we would like to share our arrangements for study leave this
year.
The formal exam diet begins on Wednesday 22 April, with study leave beginning from Thursday 23 April
(Young people sitting Spanish will have study leave from 21  April)st

Arrangements will vary depending on the number of exams a learner has. 
S4 learners with four or more exams may be on study leave for most of the exam period, returning to
school on 1  June.  Learners with three or fewer exams may have a mix of study leave days and days
when they are expected to attend school. These learners will receive a timetable of allocated study days
and days to attend school. 

st

S5 and S6 learners will be on study leave for the entire exam period.
During this time, young people are encouraged to attend school if they need support, including access to
teachers, study spaces and IT facilities. Some learners may also need to attend school, college or work
placements to complete coursework or other qualifications. 
Our Progress Pathways Centre and Satellite provision will run as normal throughout the examination period. 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s year head. 

Navigator Programme

We have been delighted with the positive engagement in our S4–S6 Navigator Study Support
Programme, with well over 120 young people attending each of our Study Late sessions so far.
The programme continues to provide valuable support for young people as they prepare for
upcoming exams and complete coursework, with a wide range of subject-specific sessions running
before and after school. The final Study Late session will take place next Tuesday.
We would strongly encourage all young people to continue making the most of this support. Details
of our Easter School programme will be shared shortly via email with young people and
parents/carers.



Senior Phase News
Study Sessions this week...



News

Unbelievably Creative AI

Karate Success
Our Karate pupils travelled to Penrith last weekend to compete in the first competition of 2026.
George Burnham S3 - Took Gold in his individual event and Bronze in teams.
 Olivia Archibald S2 - Took Silver in her individual event and Gold in teams. 
 Drew Riddle S2 - took Bronze in his individual, Bronze in teams. He then fought up a category to join
teammates, and they took the Gold in teams for Cadets. 
 Lily Burton S1 - Took Silver in her individual and Gold in teams. 
 Well done to all involved!

Although study leave is fast approaching, we are now asking all S4 young people to confirm their choices
for Activity Day on Wednesday 24 June. Young people are encouraged to check their emails for more
details. 

Alton Towers: Young people who have already signed up do not need to complete the form. Updates will
be shared via the dedicated Teams page by Mrs Allan and Mr Lyons—please ensure notifications are
switched on.
Other activities: A booklet outlining a range of alternative activities is available. Young people should
read this carefully and use the form to select their preferred options. Please note that prices may vary
depending on uptake, and some activities may not run if numbers are low.
Not attending: If your child will be on holiday or does not wish to take part, please ensure they
complete Question 4 on the form.

Deadline: All responses should be submitted ASAP to allow us to allocate activities before study leave
begins.

S4 Activity Day - Wednesday 24  Juneth

What an inspiring session delivered by Discover Creative Careers and Digital Skills
Education, led by the brilliant Craig Steele, Daniel Devine and Clare Gibson.

S3/4/5 pupils from Portobello High School threw themselves into a fast‑moving,
thought‑provoking exploration of generative AI and its impact on the creative industries.
Their critical thinking was on full display as they tackled some of the biggest questions
facing the sector today:

🎨 Are artists still being creative when AI helps generate an image?
 🎬 Should films and TV productions label AI‑generated content?
 💷 Can AI help productions save money — and at what cost?
 🎭 Will creative careers disappear, or simply evolve?
 💡 Is “Creativetech” the next big career path?

The room was buzzing. Students were engaged, staff were energised, and the discussions
were lively — sometimes heated — but always thoughtful. Opinions varied widely, and
that’s exactly what made it powerful.

Everyone left with sharper insight, stronger digital literacy, and a clearer sense of how to
question, challenge, and understand the role of AI in the world around them.

A fantastic example of how we can prepare young people not just to use technology, but to
think critically about it.

https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoNw2EKgDAIBtATbf7vNuI-SCo3VCbdvh68M3PFQVRV_Va7MNS6zIf-i-2loSFzw5s4OHWjCTvgQR-i_xaP&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoNw2EKgDAIBtATbf7vNuI-SCo3VCbdvh68M3PFQVRV_Va7MNS6zIf-i-2loSFzw5s4OHWjCTvgQR-i_xaP&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoNw2EKwCAIBtATlf93G8nYPnIW6JBu3x68J2L5RZSZVWGjC6y2-dJ_sW0S3AjW4gOqXrp8jQPT6ACKuRYk&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoNw2EKwCAIBtATlf93G8nYPnIW6JBu3x68J2L5RZSZVWGjC6y2-dJ_sW0S3AjW4gOqXrp8jQPT6ACKuRYk&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpKLbS1y8vL9fLyczLTk3JzNNLzs_Vz8zTTy5KzEy3sNAHAPkADPQ%3D&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoFwkEKwCAQA8AfmXt_U7oB09ooKO73ZaauNeYFZGZp8seQy9N_yIjbYnv75KjBLRMHqu8R7w%3D%3D&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNrLKCkpKLbS1y8vL9fLyczLTk3JzNNLzs_Vz8zTT85JLErVTc9MKs7P0zVLMjIwNDE0NtAHAOakEVQ%3D&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com
https://links.uk.defend.egress.com/Warning?crId=69b1901ef3658325abd665d9&Domain=ea.edin.sch.uk&Threat=eNpzrShJLcpLzAEADmkDRA%3D%3D&Lang=en&Base64Url=eNoNw2EOgCAIBtATKf-7TZkLJvKxZGPd3t72OMLXQZSZVcVGv8Vqw6S_n_aR4w1cXRWF5eGyGgNKG2F5FWI%3D&@OriginalLink=www.linkedin.com


News

Support our Advanced Higher Geography Students. 

Ideal Candidate Employability & Work Placement Programme
with Robertson Construction

Some pupils from the Advanced Higher Geography class are currently collecting data for their studies.
They would be incredibly grateful if you could take the time to complete one or more of the surveys below
on a variety of topics concerning Edinburgh. All responses are confidential. Thanks!

CRIME SURVEY
https://bit.ly/4d6CC04

EDINBURGH MICROCLIMATE
https://bit.ly/4sy9yDA

GULLANE BEACH SURVEY
https://bit.ly/3PrIJCh

URBAN FRIENDLINESS SURVEY
https://bit.ly/3Ps79eW

Modern Languages Excursion - Spain 2027

 
Seven senior pupils have successfully completed a five‑week Ideal Candidate Employability
Programme delivered by Robertson Construction, as part of the Community Benefits commitment
linked to their ongoing Edinburgh Council social housing project in Greendykes.
Throughout the programme, pupils developed key employability skills including:

Crafting professional CVs
Preparing for interviews
Demonstrating workplace behaviours and commitment

Their hard work has paid off. All seven pupils have now secured a one‑week work placement on the
local Robertson construction site, taking place between April and June 2026. These placements will
give pupils the chance to:

Build valuable industry contacts
Gain hands‑on experience in a live construction environment
Strengthen their CVs with real‑world insight into the sector

This partnership highlights the positive impact of Community Benefits in action—opening doors,
building confidence, and supporting young people into meaningful career pathways.

This year, the Modern Languages department is delighted to offer a residential trip for S5/6 Spanish learners
at the beginning of February 2027. The trip is aimed at young people who will be studying Spanish at Higher or
Advanced Higher level in session 2026/27. The trip is currently awaiting approval from the local authority;
therefore, we would like to gauge interest at this time. The estimated cost of the trip is £750
The trip will offer pupils a tour of Andalucia visiting Seville, Granada and Cordoba. D
There are 50 available spaces for young people on the trip. Spaces will be prioritised for those students
undertaking Spanish in S5/6. Should there be spaces available beyond this, learners in S6 who previously
studied Spanish in S5 will be invited to apply for a place on the trip as well as pupils of Higher/Advanced
Higher in any other language. Names of those going will be finalised by early June with the first deposit for the
trip due by the end of June.
Finance will not be a barrier to any pupil wanting to go on the trip and we are committed to ensuring that
young people who want to go to on the trip are able to do so. Please speak to the
Headteacher Greg McDowall (greg.mcdowall@portobello.edin.sch.uk) if you require any further information
about this.
Should you wish for your young person to apply for a place on the trip, please fill in the questionnaire of the
QR code below by Thursday 2nd of April. Please ask your young person to use their iPad and school email to
complete this.
If you have any questions about the trip, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

https://bit.ly/4d6CC04
https://bit.ly/4sy9yDA
https://bit.ly/3PrIJCh
https://bit.ly/3Ps79eW


News
Super Power Agency - Published Young Writers

We are proud of the young people involved in this year’s Super Power Agency Programme, a
literacy initiative that encourages creativity and builds confidence through writing.
The programme culminates in the publication of a book, and this year’s collection, An Eerie End of
the World, showcases a fantastic range of imaginative and engaging pieces.
For many young people, the experience has been transformational, helping them to see
themselves as writers and take pride in their work. One young person shared, “I feel more powerful
now that I am a published author,” while another reflected, “It just made my mum happy.”
A brilliant example of how creativity, encouragement and high expectations can unlock confidence
and a love of language

Skills Development Scotland is inviting parents and carers to share their views in a short survey. The
feedback collected will help SDS continue to improve the support offered to young people as they
prepare for life beyond school.
If you can spare a moment, please use the link or QR code below to take part. Your voice makes a
real difference, and SDS is keen to hear from as many families as possible.

https://bit.ly/4rPkX0k

Have Your Say: SDS Parent & Carer Survey

For pupils that are in the Spring Concert, tickets are now available to purchase on ParentPay £6 or
£3 concession. These are limited to one ticket per per performer with the remaining tickets going on
sale from Wednesday 25th March.
Please aske your young person to collect their ticket from the school office.

Spring Concert Tickets

Newcraighall Fire Station will be hosting a charity car wash
on Saturday 28 March (10:00–15:00), and families are
warmly invited to come along and support.
Funds raised will go to two important causes:
Borders General Hospital Cancer Unit
Firefighters’ Charities
This is a great opportunity to support the local community
while contributing to two very worthwhile causes.

Community Charity Car Wash – Newcraighall Fire Station

https://bit.ly/4rPkX0k


News

Pupil Support Leader Year Head

S1 Mr Aitken Mrs Bannon

S2 Mr Doak Mrs Bulloch/Mrs Livingston

S3 Mrs Inkster Mr Dalgleish

S4 Mrs McGhee Mr McDowall

S5 Mrs Thomson Mr McAllister

S6 - Mr McAllister

S5/6 Ceilidh and Disco - Thursday 26  March th

Who to contact
At Portobello High School, each year group has a dedicated Pupil Support Leader and Year Head who work closely
together to support young people throughout their school journey. Your child’s Pupil Support Leader S1-S5 is the first
point of contact for most pastoral or wellbeing matters, while the Year Head provides overall leadership and oversight
for the year group. Please see below for the relevant contacts for each year. Please use the school admin email
(admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk) to contact the relevant person - state in the email subject who it is for using FAO...
Please note that direct email contact with classroom teachers is not available. If you need to speak to a member of staff
regarding issues relating to a specific subject then please contact via the normal channels outlined above. 



Sports Update - Extra Curricular Programme

To sign up scan
here

Extra Curricular Craft Club



Event Day/Date

Parent Forum Tue 30  Septh

Senior Awards Ceremony Thu 9  Octoberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 10  Octoberth

Pupils resume Tue 21  Octoberst

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 29th October

S4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

Tue 4th Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 4  Novemberth

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition Fri 7  Novemberth

S1-3 Report issued Tue 25th November

Parent Forum Wed 26  Novth

S1 Parents Evening Thu 27th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/6 Parents Evening Thu 11  Decemberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 19th Dec

Pupils resume Tue 6  Janth

S5/6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 14th Jan

Parent Forum Mon 26  Janth

Event Day/Date

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued Wed 28  Janth

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 9th Feb

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 13th Feb

All resume Mon 23  Febrd

S3 Parents Evening Wed 25  Febth

S2 Parents Evening Thu 5  Marchth

Senior Phase report issued Wed 25  Marchth

Parent Forum Tue 31  Marchst

All Finish - Non-uniform day Thu 2  Aprilnd

All Resume Tue 21  Aprilst

SQA Exams begin Wed 22  Aprilnd

Holiday and INSET day Mon 4  and Tue 5  Mayth th

Pupils resume Wed 6  Mayth

S1-3 report issued 8th May

Holiday Mon 18  Mayth

New Timetable (S1-3) Mon 25th May

New Timetable (S4/5) Mon 1  Junest

All Finish Fri 26  Juneth

Key dates 2025/26
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