
February
Wednesday 4  - Parent/Carer support session - dyslexia - details insideth

Wednesday 4  February - S2-5 Pathways programme begins - details
inside

th

Monday 9  - Exam Navigator launchth

Wednesday 11  -  Parent/Carer ASN session - post school /16+ transitionsth

Friday 13  - S3 Activity Dayth

Friday 13  - All Finishth

Monday 23  - All resumerd

Wednesday 25  - S3 Parent/Carer eveningth

Developing the Young Workforce update

Dates  for the diary

If you need to discuss anything about your child then please
following the communication guidance in this newsletter. Please
note that direct email contact with classroom teachers is not
available.  

Portobello High School
Snippets

26th January 2026

email: admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
Phone: 0131 6692324

THE WEEK 
S5/6 reports will be issued on 6  February. Apologies for the  slight
delay in releasing the reports

th

The updated after school programme is available in this newsletter.
Young people will be encouraged to sign up through their PE class. 

The new class charts system seems to have been well received by
parents/carers and young people. If you need help in accessing your
child’s class charts account then please speak to our school office. 

Burns Supper & Ceilidh

Latest DYW update available here https://bit.ly/4sRzTwW

Sign up for our Burns Supper and
Ceilidh on Thursday 29  January. th

Full details inside

mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk


News

We are delighted to invite our school community to our Burns Supper & Ceilidh on
Thursday 29 January from 7pm at Portobello High School. Enjoy a relaxed and welcoming
evening of Burns supper, live music and ceilidh dancing as part of our 150th anniversary
celebrations. This event is open to young people, parents/carers and relatives, with tickets
priced at £3 (£10 per family). We look forward to celebrating together and hope you can
join us for a memorable night. Book tickets here

Burns Supper & Ceilidh

https://forms.office.com/e/fFasSNhBxA


Support Update

Who to contact

Pupil Support Leader Year Head

S1 Mr Aitken Mrs Bannon

S2 Mr Doak Mrs Bulloch/Mrs Livingston

S3 Mrs Inkster Mr Dalgleish

S4 Mrs McGhee Mr McDowall

S5 Mrs Thomson Mr McAllister

S6 - Mr McAllister

At Portobello High School, each year group has a dedicated Pupil Support Leader and Year Head who work closely
together to support young people throughout their school journey. Your child’s Pupil Support Leader S1-S5 is the first
point of contact for most pastoral or wellbeing matters, while the Year Head provides overall leadership and oversight
for the year group. Please see below for the relevant contacts for each year. Please use the school admin email
(admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk) to contact the relevant person - state in the email subject who it is for using FAO...
Please note that direct email contact with classroom teachers is not available. If you need to speak to a member of staff
regarding issues relating to a specific subject then please contact via the normal channels outlined above. 

Supporting young people with Dyslexia Careers Support
If you are thinking about leaving school
this summer, are looking for an
apprenticeship or applying to college
and need support or have some
questions, get in touch with the career
advisers.
To make an appointment –

Drop in past F35
Scan the QR code on our door (F35)
Email us –

Lisa.walker2@sds.co.uk
Aneta.Cairney@sds.co.uk

mailto:Lisa.walker2@sds.co.uk
mailto:Aneta.Cairney@sds.co.uk


School of Computing
S2 School of Computing have been learning about Cyber Security including common Cyber
Attacks and how you can keep yourself same from Phishing, and other Social Engineering
Attacks.

To add to this local business Stellar Omada visited to run a Cyber Escape Room workshop
where pupils had to solve both digital, and physical puzzles in order to work out the
password to recover the data from a server which had been hacked. 

City of Edinburgh Council Mobile Phones in Schools Consultation
The mobile phones in schools consultation is now live. If  you wish to provide any
comments or feedback then please access the survey below

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/cf/mobilephones/

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/cf/mobilephones/


Pathways programme S2-S5
Porty Pathways programme   - visit www.portypathways.co.uk

This year’s Porty Pathways programme and course choice process for all S2–S5 pupils will launch at
the start of February. Following the successful introduction of the Porty Pathways website last year,
which saw increased engagement from young people and parents/carers, we are continuing to build
on this approach in 2026.
The programme will begin at the start of February, with careers learning and discussions taking
place through your child’s PSE class. Young people will access their My World of Work accounts and
develop their Strengths Profile to help them reflect on interests, skills and future pathways.
During March, pupils will receive their course choice forms and will be supported by staff to make
informed decisions ahead of the change of timetable in June. Full details of the programme and key
dates can be found below 



Developing the Young Workforce Update

National 5 Hospitality Class Hospitality Takeover at the Sheraton Grand
Hotel and Spa

As part of the ongoing #HospitalityConnect partnership with Sheraton Grand Hotel & Spa
Edinburgh, Portobello High School brought 41 energetic and curious National 5 Hospitality S4 pupils
for a full-on DYW Hospitality Takeover, and the enthusiasm was off the charts.

From the moment they arrived, they threw themselves into every challenge:
Bed‑making mastery: crisp corners, perfect folds — hotel‑ready in no time. 🛌
Mocktail magic: shaking, stirring and tasting their way to bar‑quality creations. 🍸
The legendary tray race: huge shout‑out to Khadija, who smashed the course in 15 seconds! 🍹
Cupcake piping with ice cream: equal parts skill and deliciousness.
Dessert plating demo: creativity on full display — Sheraton pastry chef demonstration
Spa aromatherapy session: blending massage oils and exploring the world of wellbeing.
Formal table setting: precision, etiquette and teamwork all shining through.

The pupils were curious, confident and ready to learn — exactly what the future of hospitality looks
like. A massive thank‑you to the Sheraton team (Claire Dickie Assoc.CIPD, Surajit Dasgupta and
colleagues) for opening their doors and giving these young people such an inspiring, hands‑on
experience.

Feedback from the pupils was overwhelmingly positive describing the day as “amazing,”, “fun” and
even “supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, while teachers commented “The group tasks on a carousel
format was great. The kitchen experience was interactive and I think the pupils liked eating things!”.

Days like this show just how powerful real‑world learning can be. The next generation of hospitality
stars is already on the rise

National 5 Travel and Tourism Response to EICC Challenge
Portobello High School National 5 Travel and Tourism class were off to the EICC in Edinburgh this
week to deliver their responses to the EICC challenge to the class to develop a delivery plan for a
conference in April 2026, planning for sustainability, inclusivity and impact. Rob Turnbull organised
while Elaine Miller, Carron Webster and Tanja Kunze from EICC kindly acted as judging panel.

Pupils delivered a poster response to the task highlighting their event planning skills. Menus were
proposed, while accommodation and travel options were suggested. It was tricky to pick a winner
but 2 teams came out on top - for clear planning and preparation in one case, while the other team
were strong on planning for sustainability and legacy.

Thanks so much to everyone at EICC for a meaningful industry based task for the class!
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Sports Update

 Edinburgh & Midlothian Schools / Scottish Schools Swimming
Championship Time Trials 2025.

The Edinburgh & Midlothian Schools Scottish Schools Swimming Time-Trial will take place on
Sunday 22 March 2026 at ESMS Sports Centre, Stewart’s Melville College. Warm-up begins at
1.00pm, with racing starting at 1.45pm.
The event is open to senior school swimmers aged 13–19 (age as at 31 December 2026). Swimmers
may enter up to two individual events, with only one 100m event permitted. All swimmers must
meet the published consideration times, and entries close at 12 noon on Friday 13 February 2026.

All young people who wish to take part or find out more about the event will be invited to attend
an assembly on Monday at interval time in the school. If you would be willing to get involved in
volunteering to support this event or would like to register your child for the championships then
please get in touch with our swim coordinator, Miss Lovell, at admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk

We are beginning to plan for this year’s event which takes place on Wednesday 3  June at
Portobello Town Hall.

rd

To help us start the process of collating all of your achievements, we are looking for all pupils who
are competing at Regional, National or International level in your chosen sport (this includes being
part of an academy team for a football club, for example), to please come to the PE department
and speak to Mr Stewart or Miss Lovell for more information. 



Event Day/Date

Parent Forum Tue 30  Septh

Senior Awards Ceremony Thu 9  Octoberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 10  Octoberth

Pupils resume Tue 21  Octoberst

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 29th October

S4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

Tue 4th Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 4  Novemberth

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition Fri 7  Novemberth

S1-3 Report issued Tue 25th November

Parent Forum Wed 26  Novth

S1 Parents Evening Thu 27th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/6 Parents Evening Thu 11  Decemberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 19th Dec

Pupils resume Tue 6  Janth

S5/6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 14th Jan

Parent Forum Mon 26  Janth

Event Day/Date

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued Wed 28  Janth

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 9th Feb

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 13th Feb

All resume Mon 23  Febrd

S3 Parents Evening Wed 25  Febth

S2 Parents Evening Thu 5  Marchth

Senior Phase report issued Wed 25  Marchth

Parent Forum Tue 31  Marchst

All Finish - Non-uniform day Thu 2  Aprilnd

All Resume Tue 21  Aprilst

SQA Exams begin Wed 22  Aprilnd

Holiday and INSET day Mon 4  and Tue 5  Mayth th

Pupils resume Wed 6  Mayth

S1-3 report issued 8th May

Holiday Mon 18  Mayth

New Timetable (S1-3) Mon 25th May

New Timetable (S4/5) Mon 1  Junest

All Finish Fri 26  Juneth

Key dates 2025/26


