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As we begin our 150th anniversary year,
we are celebrating both our proud
history and the vibrant school
community we are today. Our o
programme launched in December with Dates forihedlclry
the return of Porty Does Strictly, and our January .

next event is our Burns Ceilidh on wuézdaé/ 8 t;;c‘:’?/564prrel'r?f <sued

Thursday 29 January - full details inside. Monday 26 - Parent Council Foram - 7pm

We will shortly publish our full

programme for the year, with an e .
.. . Monday 9" - Exam Navigator launch
ambition to deliver 150 events for our Wednesday 11" - Parent/Carer ASN session - post school /16+ transitions
150th year, ensuring every young person Er!gay gz: - iﬁ/;\}ttjvrl]ty Day
. riday 13" - inis
enjoys a year to remember as part of Monday 23" - All resume

their Portobello High School journey. Wednesday 25" - S3 Parent/Carer evening
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Latest DYW update available here https://bit.ly/4sGFsla

Developing the
Young Workforce
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Burns Supper & Ceilidh

We are delighted to invite our school community to our Burns Supper & Ceilidh on
Thursday 29 January from 7pm at Portobello High School. Enjoy a relaxed and welcoming
evening of Burns supper, live music and ceilidh dancing as part of our 150th anniversary
celebrations. This event is open to young people, parents/carers and relatives, with tickets
priced at £3 (£10 per family). We look forward to celebrating together and hope you can
join us for a memorable night. Book tickets here

BURNS SUPPER
CEILIDH DANCING
LIVE BAND

UPPER
& CEILIDH

THURSDAY 29TH
JANUARY 7PM

PORTOBELLO HIGH SCHOOL
TICKETS £3 (E10 PER FAMILY)

BOOK TICKETS HERE

HTTPS://FORMS.OFFICE.COM/E/FFASSNHBXA

We want our Burns Ceilidh to be as inclusive and welcoming as possible for all young people;

A .
faﬁ!‘ dg:” o 8 parents and carers. The evening will be relaxed and informal, with flexibility built into the
3 IE_;“'{,?: = : I programme. If anyone would benefit from a quieter spate to eat, socialise or take time out
19 e :__T] o from the main event, we will ensure suitable spaces are.available. Our aim is for everyone to
ST. ‘}: -— feel comfortable and able to enjoy the evening/in a way that works best for them.


https://forms.office.com/e/fFasSNhBxA

Who to contact

At Portobello High School, each year group has a dedicated Pupil Support Leader and Year Head
who work closely together to support young people throughout their school journey. Your child’s
Pupil Support Leader S1-S5 is the first point of contact for most pastoral or wellbeing matters, while
the Year Head provides overall leadership and oversight for the year group. Please see below for the
relevant contacts for each year. Please use the school admin email (admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk)
to contact the relevant person - state in the email subject who it is for using FAO...

Please note that direct email contact with classroom teachers is not available. If you need to speak

to a member of staff regarding issues relating to a specific subject then please contact via the
normal channels outlined above.

Pupil Support Leader Year Head
S1 Mr Aitken Mrs Bannon
S2 Mr Doak Mrs Bulloch/Mrs Livingston
S3 Mrs Inkster Mr Dalgleish
S4 Mrs McGhee Mr McDowall
S5 Mrs Thomson Mr McAllister
Sé6 - Mr McAllister

ASN parent/carer session

We recently hosted a discussion with parents and carers focused on the classroom experience of young
people. The conversation was open and thoughtful, and helped us better understand how changes to
timetables, classrooms and routines can impact wellbeing, particularly for neurodiverse pupils.
Parents highlighted the importance of predictable routines, consistent classroom practice and emotionally
safe learning environments. We also heard how clear communication and helping young people understand
what support they can ask for in class can make a real difference to engagement and attendance.
Key points from the discussion included:

e The impact of frequent changes to classrooms and routines on wellbeing and engagement

¢ The role of consistent classroom practice and behaviour management in creating emotionally safe

learning environments

¢ The link between emotional safety, attendance and readiness to learn

* The value of young people knowing what support they can ask for in class

e The importance of consistent approaches across classrooms
Our next parent and carer session will take place on Tuesday 11 February and will focus on 16+ pathways,
transitions into S5/6, and post-school destinations. Ahead of this, we are hosting a round-table discussion
with key staff and partners this Thursday, and feedback from that session will be shared with parents and
carers in February.
We are now pulling together feedback from recent discussions to inform staff professional learning and the
development of a shared, inclusive classroom approach. Thank you to everyone who took the time to
contribute so openly, your insights are invaluable as we continue this work.



Sports Update - Extra Curricular Programme
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Activity
330-430
Running Club 07.15-08.00
mima" : : gy

Well-Being Club | 07.15-0800 | PEDept/Beach

To sign up scan

Wednesday
Basketball 5 3 Games Hall
Badminton 110-140 Games Hall

330-430 |

330-430 |

Girls Foatball | S13Girls | 1230-130 |




Developing the Young Workforce Update

S3/4 AND INTERESTED IN STEM? FACE-TO-EACE ROUTES
FULLY FUNDED PLACES (USUALLY INTO STEM 2025/26
COSTS £190) EDINBURGH
AVAILABLE TO PORTOBELLO HIGH
SCHOOL PUPILS ON THIS
FEBRUARY 2026 MID TERM
COURSE IN EDINBURGH!!

More information available here :
EDT Routes into STEM Feb Mid Term ®, Vi
Mseﬁinburgh Explore STEM careers in half term! Dates

IAn fo,l'mﬁtion c| h What is involved? . w:'?"u‘jf':"t:;;?}:ﬁ .-':;rlot-
ere to attend the course | ‘ - Wedne :
TIEPKYTH E Box ON TH E FORM = 3 exciting days of hands-on activities, campus '::-I:::t‘;‘:";]::::fﬂ;‘:j’::s'w
- ;‘:;r::_::;;:::”:’[::';:“ & hear from young T
IN DICATI NG THAT YOU N E E D apprenti:es and grdaduatfs. it # Thursday 19th February - TBC
» Discover future study options & swudent life.
SU PPORT IN PAYI NG FOR TH E . S:;il;:.fkﬂ::sentatiun skills, team-building and Cost/Fundin g

COURSE AND THAT WILL FLAG THE TR YRRy - £190 for all 30sys

Bursary places are available

REQUEST FOR A FUNDED PLACETO  ~ ™ irmemeioiees " foregiblestudents

EL, L A

THEM.

How to apply or
find out more

To apply, please visit
our website hera or
scan the QR code!

Staff Update

Congratulations to Miss Foster in Social Subjects who was successful at interview for the post of
Principal Teacher of Social Subjects at Galashiels HS. We are currently in the process of recruiting
a teacher to replace Miss Foster. Welcome back to Mrs Bradley in FTT who returns from her
secondment at Castlebrae HS.

We also welcome our new transition teacher, Miss Kidd, to the school.

Welcome message from Miss Kidd...

| have worked in education for 10 years in all sorts of roles: librarian, invigilator, English teacher,
and even working with Edinburgh Zoo to provide lessons and activities for young people in
Edinburgh Children’s Hospital. | have worked across primary and secondary schools which will be
helpful in my new role to prepare P7s for high school.

Before moving to Edinburgh, | spent 5 years working in a secondary school in Manchester as
Literacy Lead which meant it was my job to promote literacy skills and encouraging young people
to read for pleasure (which is my biggest passion and hobby!). | love to read, and | have written a
few children’s stories and poems which | try to illustrate myself (although sometimes my drawings
are a bit wobbly). My favourite thing to teach is creative writing because | love to hear students’
original and creative ideas.

| know it can be daunting to start a new school which is why | am keen to help the newest members
of Porty High settle in. | am looking forward to meeting you all and getting started - please
introduce yourself if you see me around!


https://www.etrust.org.uk/programmes-bronze-routes-Into-STEM-information#top
https://www.etrust.org.uk/programmes-bronze-routes-Into-STEM-information#top
https://www.etrust.org.uk/programmes-bronze-routes-Into-STEM-information#top

Event

Parent Forum

Senior Awards Ceremony

All Finish - Non-uniform day

Pupils resume

Senior Phase Reports issued

S$4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

S4 Parents Evening

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition

$1-3 Report issued

Parent Forum

S1Parents Evening

S4 Prelims

S5/6 Parents Evening

All Finish - Non-uniform day

Pupils resume

S$5/6 Prelims

Senior Phase Report 2(S4)

Parent Forum

Key dates 2025/26

Day/Date

Tue 30" Sep

Thu 9*" October

Fri 10" October

Tue 21 October

Wed 29th October

Tue 4th Nov

Tue 4* November

Fri 7*" November

Tue 25th November

Wed 26 Nov

Thu 27th November

1st-16th Dec

Thu 11*" December

Friday 19th Dec

Tue 6" Jan

7th-20th Jan
Wed 14th Jan

Mon 26% Jan

Event

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued

S$4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch

All Finish - Non-uniform day

All resume

S3 Parents Evening

S2 Parents Evening

Senior Phase report issued

Parent Forum

All Finish - Non-uniform day

All Resume

SQA Exams begin

Holiday and INSET day

Pupils resume

$1-3 report issued

Holiday

New Timetable (S1-3)

New Timetable (S4/5)

All Finish

Day/Date

Wed 28* Jan

Mon 9th Feb

Fri 13th Feb

Mon 23 Feb
Wed 25 Feb
Thu 5" March
Wed 25 March
Tue 31 March

Thu 2™ April

Tue 21 April

Wed 22" April

Mon 4* and Tue 5* May

Wed 6* May

8th May

Mon 18* May

Mon 25th May

Mon Tt June

Fri 26 June



