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Message from the Headteacher
It has been a very busy final few weeks in the run-up to the Christmas
holidays. Our young people have been involved in a wide range of
activities, from outdoor education experiences to charitable and
community work. We are incredibly proud to have collected over
800kg of food for the Trussel Trust foodbank, demonstrating the
generosity and compassion of our school community.
The return of Porty Does Strictly was a huge highlight and marked the
official launch of our Porty 150 celebrations, as we prepare to
recognise 150 years of Portobello High School in 2026. The Winter
Balls on Wednesday evening were a great success and thoroughly
enjoyed by young people, and the Christmas Concert showcased of
the talent, creativity and confidence of our pupils and staff!
Looking ahead to the new year, we have a busy programme of
excursions and trips planned, including large groups of senior pupils
travelling to Paris, London and Lagganlia Outdoor Centre. There are
also more opportunities in the pipeline for outdoor education, S2 and
S3 Fun Fridays, and many additional events as part of our Porty 150
programme.
Sporting achievements at Portobello High School continue to go from
strength to strength. The newly established Portobello Youth Rugby
Academy (PYRA) has already had an outstanding first year, providing
excellent opportunities for young people to develop in rugby, with the
U16 team winning their league in their very first season.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for
your continued support of the school. I wish you and your families a
very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Mr G. McDowall
Headteacher



Porty Does Str ict ly 2025

On Friday 12th December, we began our year of celebrating 150 years of
Portobello High School with the return of “Porty Does Strictly”! It was a truly

sparkling evening, full of fun, talent, entertainment, bringing smiles to all involved
and everyone watching, with seven pupil couples and five staff couples

completing for the winning spot. Congratulations to Caroline Bannon and David
McCreath who came first with their Couples Choice, taking that sought after Glitter
Ball! The comments from the judges, the input of the Jazz Band, the hosts and the
superb technical team all helped to make the evening a truly memorable occasion.



Christmas Concert
Our second event of this celebratory year was our annual Christmas Concert which took place on
Tuesday 16th December. Every year, the standard just seems to get better and the range and styles of
performances wider. Around 200 pupils were involved as performers, with more helping as stage
crew, lighting and AV operators and also hosting the whole event. A huge thank you as well to the
ongoing inspirational work of our Instrumental Music Staff and our classroom Music teachers. There
were performances from our Wind Band (S1-3), Junior Choir (directed by Ava Ellis, Eliza Ingrey-
Counter & Thomas Payne), Percussion Ensemble, Senior & Staff Choir (directed by Lucas Ryan), String
Orchestra, Guitar Ensemble, String Orchestra, Senior Wind Ensemble, Portonova Folk Band, Jazz
Band, Senior Band (S6 NPA class) and the last item of the evening was a rousing rendition of Merry
Christmas Everybody (Slade) as the Grand Finale. In the true spirit of Christmas, we also raised
£354.75 for the School Inclusion Fund which helps ensure equity of opportunity and experience for
all our school community. The evening was an inspirational and joyous occasion!



News
Water Ambassadors

Our S6 Water Ambassadors have been working towards gaining their Swimming Teacher Award with
Evolution Swim School. As part of their course, they have been planning and delivering swimming
lessons to our S1s, S2s and Brunstane's Primary 3. Our S6 Water Ambassadors have created such a
supportive environment for our pupils within our school and cluster community to develop their
confidence within the water!

P7 Rotary Quiz

We were delighted to host the Rotary Club Schools Quiz, which brought together 11 teams from
across our learning community for an enjoyable and competitive morning.
Congratulations to Towerbank Primary School, who emerged as overall winners, with Brunstane
Primary School finishing in second place. There was a closely contested three-way tie for third
place, highlighting the strong knowledge and teamwork shown by all participants. Towerbank PS will
now go on to compete in the second heat against schools from across Edinburgh, and we wish them
every success.
The event was expertly supported by our fantastic S1 helpers – Mia Casement, Denis McInerney,
Clemence Currie, Naz Ali and Lila Aird. They did a wonderful job preparing hot drinks for staff,
serving refreshments to pupils, and supporting the set-up and smooth running of the morning.
A special thank you to Denis, who filmed the event and is currently working on a short edited video
to share with the participating schools.
Well done to everyone involved for making this such a positive and successful event.



Sports Update

Portobello Youth Rugby Academy - U16 League W inners 2 0 2 5

Update...
U15

With a number of new recruits in the last 12 months, the U15 boys are really starting to gel as a squad having faced a
particularly tough league group this year, coming up against some excellent teams. Despite results not always going
their way, they have shown great resilience and comradery, securing recent victories against teams that had beaten
them earlier in the season and closing the gap on others! Huge signs of progress from this group who will only get
stronger the more they play together!

U14

Our talented U14s have also enjoyed a stellar season so far. While not yet competing in formal competition, they have
won the majority of their games played and are always looking to challenge themselves and develop by taking on
tougher opposition. They have worked hard to build a united team on the field but perhaps even more impressive is
their efforts off the pitch, where they have been working tirelessly together to raise funds for their team ambitions, by
undertaking initiatives such as car washing, grass cutting and even selling Christmas trees! Well done U14!

These activities have really helped to bond them as a team and also to create a positive culture that helps them to
attract new players. They now have a large playing squad which has also meant they have been able to help U13 to
develop by supporting them with newer/younger S2 players who are still eligible to play U13 rugby.

U13

A first season at full pitch rugby is always a challenge, particularly with lower playing numbers at this age group. They
have however been able to fulfil most of their fixtures, even playing adapted formats for lower numbers if required,
but with new arrivals gradually coming on board and the support of the younger S2s, the future is looking bright for
this age group! They are always looking for new players, no rugby experience required, so speak to any of the PE Staff
and get involved!

Edinburgh U16 Regional Academy

Archie Nicholson-Main and Huey Holden remain part of the Edinburgh U16 Regional Academy and look forward to the
inter-district season starting in January with games against Caledonian, East Lothian and Borders, and Glasgow and
the West.

East Region U15 Player Development Hubs

Congratulations to Cammie Moffat, Jonah Cully, Oscar Leeman and Spike McIntyre, who were selected to take part in
the SRU player Development hubs this year. They will take part in a number of training sessions with nominated
players from other schools and clubs culminating in selection matches in the spring which will form the basis of
selection for next seasons Edinburgh U16 Regional development squad.

The PYRA U16 boys secured a hard-fought
victory over Berwick on Saturday to win the East
Youth league title.
The boys went through the season unbeaten and
played some great rugby throughout. Over the
last few seasons, the player and coaches have
really challenged themselves, and winning the
league is just reward for a huge amount of effort,
resilience, and perseverance by all involved.
Congratulations to all those who played a part in
such a successful season: players, coaches and
of course parents.
The U16 squad include PHS pupils: Aidan
Philbrick-Smith, Archie Nicholson-Main, David
Livingstone, David Nisbet, Eli MacDonald, Huey
Holden, Hunter Smith, Logan Hume, Max Mill,
Michael Moodie, Ossian Rae, Robbie Barnes,
Robin Thomson, Sam Thomas, Spike McIntyre.



News

French Film Trip

On Thursday all of our Star Linguist nominees (S1-3) from this term had the opportunity to watch
‘La Petite Bande’ (The Little Gang) at the Edinburgh Filmhouse, hosted in conjunction with the
French Film Festival. The film follows an inventive tale about five friends who transform
themselves into eco-warriors. The story begins in a small town where 12-year-olds Cat, Fouad,
Antoine, Sami and Aimé have hatched a plan to set fire to the Chambon Factory which is polluting
the most beautiful river in the area. A classic children’s adventure story with lots of humour! Pupils
loved the experience and the Filmhouse commended them for their good behaviour and lovely
manner. Congratulations again to all of our Star Linguists!

S3 Art Project

Ten S3 Art pupils enjoyed a brilliant day at
Newhailes this week, trying out graffiti. They
learned about the graffiti process and how to
use spray-paint materials confidently after
coming together to agree on a shared design,
supporting each other and having fun while
creating something meaningful to the park. It
was a great chance for them to experience art in
a real community setting and see how their
ideas can make a positive impact beyond the
classroom.
Their finished graffiti sign is displayed at
Newhailes for visitors to enjoy

S2 STEM & Sustainability Speed Networking Event
Portobello High School hosted its third annual S2
STEM and Sustainability Speed Networking Event
on Tuesday 2 December, with nearly 40 STEM and
sustainability professionals supporting the event.
All 260 S2 pupils took part in fast-paced
networking sessions, speaking to a wide range of
professionals about their jobs, career pathways,
and the skills and qualifications required. Pupils
explored careers across conservation,
engineering, health, renewable energy, space,
technology and sustainability, with many hands-
on activities and demonstrations.
Feedback from young people was extremely
positive, with 97% describing the event positively
and many pupils commenting on discovering new
careers and feeling inspired about future
pathways.
A huge thank you to all the professionals who
gave their time to support and inspire our young
people.

STEM and sustainability event



Event Day /Date

Parent Forum Tue 30  th Sep

Senior Aw ards Ceremony Thu 9  th October

Al l  Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 10  th October

Pupils resume Tue 2 1 st October

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 29th October

S4-6 Prel im Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupi ls)

Tue 4th Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 4  th November

Cabaret Concert/  Art Exhibit ion Fri  7  th November

S1-3 Report issued Tue 25th November

Parent Forum Wed 26  th Nov

S1Parents Evening Thu 27th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/ 6 Parents Evening Thu 11 th December

Al l  Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 19th Dec

Pupils resume Tue 6  th Jan

S5/ 6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 14th Jan

Parent Forum Mon 26  th Jan

Event Day /Date

Senior Phase report (S5/ 6
issued Wed 28  th Jan

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 9th Feb

All  Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 13th Feb

All  resume Mon 23  rd Feb

S3 Parents Evening Wed 2 5 th Feb

S2 Parents Evening Thu 5  th March

Senior Phase report issued Wed 25  th March

Parent Forum Tue 31  st March

Al l  Finish - Non-uniform day Thu 2  nd Apr i l

All Resume Tue 21  st April

SQA Exams begin Wed 22  nd Apri l

Holiday and INSET day Mon 4  th and Tue 5  th May

Pupils resume Wed 6  th May

S1-3 report issued 8th  May

Holiday Mon 18  th May

New Timetable (S1-3) Mon 25th May

New Timetable (S4/ 5) Mon 1  st June

All Finish Fri 26  th June

Key  da tes  2025 /26


