
Our S3 classes were lucky enough to attend the Edinburgh International Book Festival this week to hear
authors Joseph Coelho and Omar Sharif talk about their new novels. Pupils were delighted to get their hands
on copies of the books and have them signed by the authors. Our pupils asked excellent questions at the
events and represented the school brilliantly!

September
Friday 5   - Learning Planner emailed to all parents/carers - see
inside for full details

th

Wednesday 10  - Headteacher online surgery for parents/carers
from 7-8pm. Opportunity to ask any questions or queries. Link will
be issued vie email.

th

Friday 12  - Dress Down Dayth

Developing the Young Workforce update
DYW Opportunities Update https://bit.ly/3JEVmXM

Dates  for the diary

Portobello High School
Snippets

1st September2025

email: admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
Phone: 0131 6692324

THE WEEK 

School uniform is available to purchase online or via the school
office       https://portobellohighschool.imagescotland.com/

Porty High @ Edinburgh International Book Festival

Key dates are available on the last page of this newsletter. The
full calendar will soon be available on the new school website
www.portobellohighschool.org.uk

Look out for the ‘sign up now’ graphic highlighting
opportunities for young people to get involved. 

Check out the latest job/career/work
experience opportunities using the
link at the bottom of the page.
Updated weekly. 

Flu vaccination letters have been issued to all young people.
The vaccinations will take place on the 24  and 25  November. th th

Reading Schools
At Portobello High School we believe that
reading is for everyone, at every stage of
learning. Mrs Wards, together with our English
Department team, works hard to ensure that
every young person has access to a wide range
of books. Our school librarian also plays a key
role in supporting pupils to discover new
authors, genres and a lifelong love of reading.
We are delighted to share that we have been
awarded Core Level accreditation through
Reading Schools, a programme run by the
Scottish Book Trust which recognises schools
that champion a positive reading culture. The
accreditation has three levels – Core, Silver and
Gold – and we are now aiming for Silver Level as
our next step in 2025.
This recognition reflects the commitment of
staff, pupils and families in promoting reading
across our school community. In the months
ahead we’ll be sharing more about our journey,
along with helpful links and ideas to encourage
reading at home and in school. The first ‘Reading
Schools’ update will be emailed to you directly. 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/NHZGRBgIdyzZmHVF?ref=Link
mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk


Year Group Updates

It’s been fantastic to see such enthusiasm from our new S1 pupils as they settle into life at Portobello High
School.

Ties – there’s been a huge interest in school ties, and we’ll issue all we have in stock now, with any
remaining requests fulfilled as soon as the next delivery arrives.
Pupil Parliament – it’s great to see so many young people keen to get involved. We’d encourage everyone
interested to put their names forward and help represent the views of S1s while making positive change.
Clubs & Activities – after Monday’s Clubs Fair, we hope lots of S1s will sign up to try something new and
get involved in the wide range of opportunities on offer.
Snippets Newsletter – don’t forget, you can keep up to date with all the latest school news in our weekly
Snippets newsletter, sent straight to your email inbox.

A brilliant start to the year – well done, S1!

Mrs Bannon

S1 - Mrs Bannon (Depute Headteacher and Year Head for S1)

S2 - Mrs Bulloch (Depute Headteacher and Year Head for S2)
It has been lovely to welcome S2 back after the holiday. Over the coming months, there will be a range of
activities and opportunities for them. The S2 curriculum has some additions this year to enhance the
experience for young people. The school of... programme continues and runs on a Monday and Wednesday
afternoon; offering a range of options including football, basketball, cooking, music, 3D modelling, Italian,
ceramics, drawing and painting, and engineering. There is also a choice of wellbeing electives on a Tuesday
and Thursday; including Gen+, Minecraft, MultiSports, Musical Theatre, Gardening, Arts, Fundraising and Film.
Our Outdoor Education Programme will provide young people with a variety of activities aimed at developing
their skills and confidence in the great outdoors. This session, S2 will be offered the opportunity to take part
in an overnight camping trip over the course of the year during camping season. The first groups have already
taken part in this experience and the feedback has been very positive. We are looking forward to the year
ahead with S2 as they continue to develop their skills and interests.

Mrs Bulloch

S3 - Mr Dalgleish (Depute Headteacher and Year Head for S3)
It’s been brilliant to see S3 pupils getting stuck into the subjects they’ve chosen and building on
their own strengths and interests. Over the next few weeks, you’ll also hear more about some
fantastic opportunities outside the classroom:

Duke of Edinburgh – a great chance to challenge yourself, learn new skills, and enjoy
adventures with friends.
YPI (Youth and Philanthropy Initiative) – a national programme where you’ll work in teams to
research issues in your community and pitch for a grant to support a charity you care about.

In past years, S3 groups have shown amazing creativity, teamwork and passion through YPI, and we
can’t wait to see the difference you’ll make this year!

Mr Dalgleish

S4 - Mrs McGhee (Pupil Support Leader for S4)

All S4 pupils will take part in a week of Work Experience from 6th–10th October. This is a
fantastic opportunity to explore the world of work, develop new skills, and think about future
career pathways. Pupils are encouraged to arrange their own placement through family, friends,
or local employers, with forms to be submitted before the September break. Support is available
in school for anyone struggling to secure a placement. Full details have been emailed to parents
and carers. 
Over the coming weeks, we will also be arranging a Curriculum Information Session for parents
and carers whose children are starting the Senior Phase. In addition, we will share a short video
explaining the support available throughout S4 and how best to prepare young people for
prelims and final exams.

Mrs McGhee

S5 - Mrs Thomson (Pupil Support Leader for S5)
All S4 Parents and carers of S5 pupils will recently have received information to their email
about a range of trips and excursions available this year. These opportunities are designed to
enrich learning, build confidence, and give young people memorable experiences beyond the
classroom.
Alongside this, our S5 pupils are taking part in the Powering Futures Challenge, an SCQF Level 6
accredited programme. This innovative programme gives young people the chance to:

Work in teams to tackle real-life sustainability challenges set by businesses
Develop key meta-skills such as communication, collaboration, problem-solving, critical
thinking, resilience, and creative thinking
Present their ideas to a panel of industry judges in a final showcase event

There is no exam element; instead, pupils are assessed through active participation, their
individual logbook, and a final group presentation. 
We’re excited to see how our S5 pupils rise to the challenge and make the most of the
opportunities on offer this year.

Mrs Thomson



Year Group Updates

IWe are delighted to welcome back our S6 pupils at the start of what we are sure will be an exciting and
rewarding year. It is especially encouraging to see record numbers of S5 pupils choosing to remain at
Portobello High School for their final year, demonstrating real commitment to their studies and to life at the
school.
 
Courses are now well underway, and alongside classroom learning, a great deal of focus is being placed on
supporting our S6 pupils as they plan their next steps beyond school. This important work will take place in a
variety of ways, including through our PSE programme, where pupils will have the chance to hear from a wide
range of outside agencies, employers, and representatives from higher and further education institutions.
 
The first major event of the year will be the UCAS Higher Education Exhibition tomorrow, providing pupils with
the opportunity to explore potential courses and universities. Later this month, families will also be invited to
attend our Higher and Further Education Information Evening, which will provide valuable guidance on the
pathways available after school.
 
Looking ahead, we are pleased that our S6 trip to Dalguise in early October will be the first of many social
activities and opportunities for pupils to come together as a year group. We hope this will set the tone for a
year filled with shared experiences, achievements, and memorable highlights.
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We look forward to working closely with you and your
young people throughout the year ahead.
 

Mr McAllister

S6 - Mr McAllister (Depute Headteacher and Year Head for S6)



Wherever your head is, we’ve lots of support here in Edinburgh for young people.
Find local confidential support and tips and tools to help you feel more connected, improve your
confidence, or deal with anxiety or low mood. Visit www.edinburgh.gov.uk/wellbeing for more
information

Health & Wellbeing

Wellbeing support site 

Listening Ear

We’re pleased to let you know that Listening Ear will be
starting up again this week. For anyone who hasn’t used it
before, Listening Ear is a drop-in service where pupils can
come along to F44 for a chat. It’s a safe space if something is
worrying you, or if you just want to get something off your
mind.
The service was hugely successful and beneficial last year,
with many young people finding it a great way to share
concerns and feel supported.
Sessions run on:

Wednesdays, Periods 1 & 2
Thursdays, Periods 1 & 2

If you’d like to make use of Listening Ear, simply scan the QR
code on the posters around school and fill in the Microsoft
Form. You’ll then receive an email with your time slot.

Pupil Support Leader Year Head

S1 Mr Aitken Mrs Bannon

S2 Mr Doak Mrs Bulloch/Mrs Livingston

S3 Mrs Jeans Mr Dalgleish

S4 Mrs McGhee Mr McDowall

S5 Mrs Thomson Mr McAllister

S6 - Mr McAllister

Who to contact

At Portobello High School, each year group has a dedicated Pupil Support Leader and Year Head
who work closely together to support young people throughout their school journey. Your child’s
Pupil Support Leader S1-S5 is the first point of contact for most pastoral or wellbeing matters, while
the Year Head provides overall leadership and oversight for the year group. Please see below for the
relevant contacts for each year. Please use the school admin email (admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk)
to contact the relevant person - state in the email subject who it is for using FAO...



Learning & Teaching 

The learning planner is designed to keep young people, parents and carers informed about what is
being taught each week at Portobello High School, helping pupils prepare for lessons and enabling
families to support learning at home.
The planner provides an overview of topics in blocks of 2–4 weeks, but is updated weekly every
Friday to reflect progress and any changes. To match subjects to your child’s classes, we
recommend having a copy of their timetable to hand the first time you use it. If needed, a copy can
be requested from the school office.
The learning planner will be sent via email on 8  September. th

Learning Planner 2025/26 -Available on Friday afternoon

You may be aware Scotland’s education system is being reformed, this includes the creation of a
new qualifications body, Qualifications Scotland, and a new education inspectorate, with further
changes to national education public bodies occurring throughout the upcoming school year.
Improvements to the curriculum and approach to qualifications, and assessment are also planned
in the coming years. This work will enhance outcomes for children and young people educated in
Scotland with the aim of ensuring excellence and equity by raising standards and giving every child
and young person the same opportunity to succeed. Further information can be found on the
Scottish Government’s website.
If you would like to be involved in discussions around Education Reform and changes to the
examination system then please join the parent council or come along to the next parent forum -
dates tbc and will be shared via Snippets

Education Reform - Information from Scottish Government

Quiet study space

Looking for a quiet place to focus after school? Our
school library is open every day for young people who
would like a calm space to study, read, or complete
homework. It’s the perfect environment to get
organised and make the most of your time after classes.
Available for S1-S6 pupils. 
Our support staff will be on-hand to answer any
questions or queries

https://www.gov.scot/policies/schools/education-reform/


Sports Update

Portobello Youth Rugby Academy

Congratulations to Julia in S4 who participated in the Wado-Kai Karate
International Championships in Tokyo and proudly came home with a
Bronze Medal. A fantastic achievement on the international stage – well
done, Julia!
          If you would like to get involved in Karate then please join our
Karate club after school on a Thursday from 3.30-4.30pm

Results from pre-season friendlies on Sat 23.8.25

U14: Preston Lodge 44-77 Portobello
U16: Royal High 7-50 Portobello

This weeks fixtures:

Wednesday 27.8.25 
Portobello U15 v Musselburgh U15

Cavalry Park. 6.30pm KO (pre-season)

Saturday 30.8.25
Portobello U14 v Trinity U14

Cavalry Park, 10.30am KO ( pre-season)

Sunday 31.8.25
Greenock RFC U16 v Portobello U16

Away. 2pm KO ( Nat Youth Cup Rnd 1)

To get involved join our rugby programme on a 
Monday or Friday after school

Karate Success

The after school sports
clubs start on Monday 1

Sep. Sign up using the
QR code below or speak
to Mr Dearlove in the PE

department 

st

Huge congratulations to Ava Dunbar S4 who
has been selected for Scotland Women’s U17s

squad to participate in two challenge
matches away to Finland. These matches will

be played at the
EerikkiläSport & Outdoor Resort, 9th–15

September 25. A superb achievement for a
15-year-old.

th

Football success



Wider Opportunities 
Porty Artwalk - Artist in Residence project
We are further developing our community link with Porty
Artwalk and we are delighted to welcome our very first
artist in residence at Portobello in the coming weeks! We
have an exciting opportunity for 20 of our young people to
work with this specialist puppet maker in response to this
year's Art Walk theme; Showground. The selected learners
will work with the puppet maker in school for 6 half day
workshops between October and Feb and the work will
then be showcased in Portobello at a public event in March
2026 alongside work from third year students from
Edinburgh College of Art. This is a fantastic and unique
opportunity for anyone looking at a career in character
design, visual storytelling or stage performance and is
open to all year groups at PHS. To note interest or for more
information please come and see Mrs Davis in the art
department before Monday 1  September or scan this QR
code.

st

More information about this years Porty Artwalk can be
found here:
https://www.artwalkporty.co.uk/

Friday Night Lights

Starts Friday 29  Augustth

We’re delighted to announce the return of Friday Night Lights at Portobello Power League!

https://www.artwalkporty.co.uk/


Wider Opportunities 
Pupil Parliament session 2025/26

Applications are now open to join our Pupil Parliament. As a member, you’ll represent your peers,
share your views, and help shape decisions that affect school life. The Parliament has already
made a big impact, including helping to shape our mobile phone policy.
This is a great opportunity to make your voice heard, develop leadership and teamwork skills, and
work with staff and pupils to improve our school. Training will be provided to support you in your
role.
To apply, scan the QR code or speak to Mr Murphy in G17 (Social Subjects). Nominations close on
Friday 5th September, with elections taking place in PSE.
Your voice matters – join us in making a difference!

http://bit.ly/47Ba1gn

Support for families  - ASN and Neurodiversity

✨ Support for Families ✨
Are you the parent or carer of a neurodivergent child
getting ready for the new school term and looking for a
little extra support?
Check out supports available by visiting the
Neurodiversity pages on the City of Edinburgh Support
for Families webpages.
 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/additional-support-
needs/neurodiversity
 
Find a range of other supports at on the other Support
for Families webpages.

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/supportforfamilies
 
or email
supportingparentsancdcarers@edinburgh.gov.uk  
 

 

Coming soon...

mailto:supportingparentsancdcarers@edinburgh.gov.uk


Event Day/Date

Non-uniform day Fri 12  Septemberth

Holiday Mon 15  Septemberth

P7 Open Evening Tue 23  Seprd

P7 Open Afternoon Fri 26  Septemberth

Senior Awards Ceremony Thu 9  Octoberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 10  Octoberth

Pupils resume Tue 21  Octoberst

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 29th October

S4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

Tue 4th Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 4  Novemberth

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition Fri 7  Novemberth

S1-3 Report issued Tue 25th November

S1 Parents Evening Thu 27th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/6 Parents Evening Thu 11  Decemberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 19th Dec

Pupils resume Tue 6  Janth

S5/6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Event Day/Date

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 14th Jan

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued Wed 28  Janth

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 17th Feb

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 13th Feb

All resume Mon 23  Febrd

S3 Parents Evening Wed 25  Febth

S2 Parents Evening Thu 5  Marchth

Senior Phase report issued Wed 25  Marchth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Thu 2  Aprilnd

All Resume Tue 21  Aprilst

SQA Exams begin Wed 22  Aprilnd

Holiday and INSET day Mon 4  and Tue 5  Mayth th

Pupils resume Wed 6  Mayth

S1-3 report issued 8th May

Holiday Mon 18  Mayth

New Timetable (S1-3) Mon 25th May

New Timetable (S4/5) Mon 1  Junest

All Finish Fri 26  Juneth

Key dates 2025/26


