
September
Tuesday 23  - S1 & S3 school photosrd

Tuesday 23   - P7 Open Eveningrd

Friday 26   - P7 Open afternoon (ASN) th

Tuesday 30  - Parent Forum th

October
Thursday 9  - Senior Awards Ceremony - more details to followth

Developing the Young Workforce update

Dates  for the diary

Portobello High School
Snippets

22nd September2025

email: admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 
Phone: 0131 6692324

THE WEEK 

School uniform is available to purchase online or via the school
office       https://portobellohighschool.imagescotland.com/

Duke of Edinburgh Silver 

Parent Council and Parent forum dates now available - First
parent forum session is on 30  September - All welcome to
join. Full details will be emailed this week. 

th

Mrs Inkster will be covering for Mrs Jeans as S3 Pupil Support
Leader whilst she is on maternity leave - see inside for details

Check out the latest job/career/work
experience opportunities using the
link at the bottom of the page.
Updated weekly. 

S1 Music Instrument sign up - young people have the
opportunity to sign up to play different instruments - see inside
for full details. 

School Choir

This week we have 30 young people in the hills of the Scottish Borders completing their qualifying Silver
Duke of Edinburgh expedition. Their navigation skills were put to the test during thick summit fog and tricky
forested terrain. We are overjoyed that all participants passed with flying colours and will go on to complete
their final presentation in the coming weeks. A massive well done to everyone from Mrs McDonald and the
DofE team- your hard work, dedication and growth mindset has been evident at every step of the journey. 

Neurodiversity Club

Latest DYW update available here  https://bit.ly/3KcOtgJ

mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk
https://bit.ly/3KcOtgJ


Year Group Updates

We’re launching beginners’ skiing lessons for S1 pupils. This offer is for complete beginners only (no
prior lessons or slope time). Sessions will be delivered by qualified instructors in a calm, supportive
environment—perfect for taking your first steps on skis.
If you are interested then please pass your name to the school office or speak to Mrs Bannon. Cost
is £50 for 6 sessions and will run on an afternoon during the week.  

S1 Instrumental lessons

S3 Update - Duke of Edinburgh sign up

Any S3 pupils who are interested in doing
the Bronze D of E award this year need to
have applied by Friday 3  October. They
should scan the QR code below or click the
link below to complete the form and make
the enrolment payment of £30.50 on
parent pay . The overall cost of D of E
bronze is £122.50, this is paid in 3
instalments, and covers all costs involving
the expeditions including external staffing,
transport and kit hire, as well enrolment
with D of E. We want to ensure this
opportunity is open to all S3s, anyone
wanting more information should see Ms
Munro in F04 or email
Emily.munro@portobello.edin.sch.uk. More
information about DofE is available on the
school website.

rd

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/4mvURNt

S1 Ski Lessons

Sign Up Here: https://bit.ly/3W1FbGR

mailto:Emily.munro@portobello.edin.sch.uk
https://bit.ly/4mvURNt


Year Group Updates

Key points from Mr McDowall’s S4 assembly on Friday 19th

A huge thanks you to the young people who opened our assembly on the grand piano! - Just
don’t tell Mrs Baynon!
Reminder about uniform and phone pouches. 
Opportunities for S4

Check email for S4 rep opportunity and S4 pupil council. 
All young people will have the opportunity to undertake Emergency First Aid at Work in
Feb.
Progressive Masculinity programme for all S4 boys launching in Oct. 
Work Experience starts 6  October - over half of the year group already have placements
arranged. See Mrs McGhee if you are still looking for a work experience placement. 

th

S4 reps will be involved in organising some outdoor opportunities for the year group.
Navigator programme including study skills, study support and study late sessions. 

Key dates
Week beginning 6  October - Work Experience weekth

w/b 13  - Holidayth

w/b 3  November - Navigator programme launchrd

w/b 1  December - S4 prelims beginst

15  December - S4 Winter ball. th

S4 Assembly  - Supporting young people in the Senior Phase

S3 Update 

Mrs Inkster will take over as S3 Pupil Support Leader while Mrs Jeans is on maternity leave. If you
have any questions or wish to discuss support for your child, please contact the Pupil Support team
via the usual channels (school office email)
We thank Mrs Jeans for her work with S3 and wish her all the very best for her maternity leave, and
we warmly welcome Mrs Inkster into the role.

S5/6  - Wellbeing Mentors



Update
New S1+ Neurodivergent-Friendly Youth Club @ The Washhouse

 A new youth club for S1 and above will
launch at The Washhouse on Tuesday 30
September 2025. It’s designed to be
neurodivergent-friendly (quiet spaces,
simple routines, low-demand activities).
The club will use the lounge at the back
of the building; young people can enter
and exit from there.
Numbers are capped at 8–10 to keep the
space calm and supportive. Please see
the attached flier for times, contact
details and how to register. If you think
this could benefit your child, we’d love
to hear from you.

All year groups - Edinburgh Winter
Festival Art Competition

The City of Edinburgh Council and bus shelter
advertising company JCDecaux would like to
invite pupils from Edinburgh schools to make
designs to be showcased along Princes Street,
Edinburgh as digital posters in bus shelters. The
theme this year is ‘Winter Wonders’. The 12
winning designs will be displayed for four days
from 4th December to 7th December (inclusive),
bringing festive cheer to people out and about in
Edinburgh.

If you are interested in entering the competition
please see Mrs Davis in the art department (F06)
for more information. The deadline for
submissions is Friday, 24  October at 5pm. We
will also be hosting an art club on a Monday after
school for the next few weeks to support anyone
who wishes to work on an entry.

th

All year groups - Neurodiversity club  - 
Meet in F26 during lunchtime every Thu

Employer evenings (virtual): Business & Accounting with PwC,KPMG, UBS, Forvis Mazars,
BDO, RSM, CIMA, Grant Thornton &S&W.​
Skills workshops: Interview skills via Investment20/20; customer-service masterclass
with the Sheraton Grand Hotel & Spa,Edinburgh.​
Work experience: Addleshaw Goddard Legal Explorer; BritishArmy Music residential;
GRAHAM ConstructHer (S5/6 girls); Armymulti-career experience.​
University & STEM tasters: Strathclyde Young WEIR-WISE (S2girls); University of
Edinburgh – Maths Spiral; Edinburgh Napier –Explore ENU (S5/6).​
Local fairs: Arnold Clark Apprenticeships (Sighthill); VolunteerEdinburgh recruitment fair;
Smart Works Scotland – Women intoWork; Edinburgh Careers Fair (Assembly Rooms).

Developing the Young Workforce  - latest information 

Access full details here  https://bit.ly/3KcOtgJ

https://bit.ly/3KcOtgJ


Wherever your head is, we’ve lots of support here in Edinburgh for young people.
Find local confidential support and tips and tools to help you feel more connected, improve your
confidence, or deal with anxiety or low mood. Visit www.edinburgh.gov.uk/wellbeing for more
information

Health & Wellbeing

Wellbeing support site 

Listening Ear

We’re pleased to let you know that Listening Ear will be
starting up again this week. For anyone who hasn’t used it
before, Listening Ear is a drop-in service where pupils can
come along to F44 for a chat. It’s a safe space if something is
worrying you, or if you just want to get something off your
mind.
The service was hugely successful and beneficial last year,
with many young people finding it a great way to share
concerns and feel supported.
Sessions run on:

Wednesdays, Periods 1 & 2
Thursdays, Periods 1 & 2

If you’d like to make use of Listening Ear, simply scan the QR
code on the posters around school and fill in the Microsoft
Form. You’ll then receive an email with your time slot.

Pupil Support Leader Year Head

S1 Mr Aitken Mrs Bannon

S2 Mr Doak Mrs Bulloch/Mrs Livingston

S3 Mrs Inkster Mr Dalgleish

S4 Mrs McGhee Mr McDowall

S5 Mrs Thomson Mr McAllister

S6 - Mr McAllister

Who to contact

At Portobello High School, each year group has a dedicated Pupil Support Leader and Year Head
who work closely together to support young people throughout their school journey. Your child’s
Pupil Support Leader S1-S5 is the first point of contact for most pastoral or wellbeing matters, while
the Year Head provides overall leadership and oversight for the year group. Please see below for the
relevant contacts for each year. Please use the school admin email (admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk)
to contact the relevant person - state in the email subject who it is for using FAO...



Sports Update

Game changers coaching courses - for young people wishing to develop coaching skills



Event Day/Date

Parent Forum Tue 30  Septh

Senior Awards Ceremony Thu 9  Octoberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 10  Octoberth

Pupils resume Tue 21  Octoberst

Senior Phase Reports issued Wed 29th October

S4-6 Prelim Navigator
programme launch (exam
support for senior pupils)

Tue 4th Nov

S4 Parents Evening Tue 4  Novemberth

Cabaret Concert/Art Exhibition Fri 7  Novemberth

S1-3 Report issued Tue 25th November

Parent Forum Wed 26  Novth

S1 Parents Evening Thu 27th November

S4 Prelims 1st-16th Dec

S5/6 Parents Evening Thu 11  Decemberth

All Finish - Non-uniform day Friday 19th Dec

Pupils resume Tue 6  Janth

S5/6 Prelims 7th-20th Jan

Senior Phase Report 2(S4) Wed 14th Jan

Parent Forum Mon 26  Janth

Event Day/Date

Senior Phase report (S5/6
issued Wed 28  Janth

S4-6 Exam Navigator
programme launch Mon 17th Feb

All Finish - Non-uniform day Fri 13th Feb

All resume Mon 23  Febrd

S3 Parents Evening Wed 25  Febth

S2 Parents Evening Thu 5  Marchth

Senior Phase report issued Wed 25  Marchth

Parent Forum Tue 31  Marchst

All Finish - Non-uniform day Thu 2  Aprilnd

All Resume Tue 21  Aprilst

SQA Exams begin Wed 22  Aprilnd

Holiday and INSET day Mon 4  and Tue 5  Mayth th

Pupils resume Wed 6  Mayth

S1-3 report issued 8th May

Holiday Mon 18  Mayth

New Timetable (S1-3) Mon 25th May

New Timetable (S4/5) Mon 1  Junest

All Finish Fri 26  Juneth

Key dates 2025/26


