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Parent Council Update 

 

We were delighted to host the first hybrid Parent Forum meeting earlier this week, with parents able 

to attend online and come along to the school. Thank you very much to all the parents and staff who 

attended, and it was great to be able to discuss a range of important issues. Minutes will follow 

shortly, and the next meeting will be on Wednesday 29th May (which will also be the AGM). 

  

Spring Concert: We hope to reach our final fundraising target for the science, engineering, maths, 

and technology equipment through fundraising at the Spring Concert on Tuesday 26th March – so – 

do come along to the Parent Council staff for your refreshments; and if you can help out for an hour 

or two on the night, or donate a raffle prize, please do let us know!  

  

Prize-giving: The School are very keen to communicate with parents and carers for the prize-giving, 

both in terms of the dates (whether it should take place in June, or in August), and the scope of the 

awards given (whether for academic success, and wider recognition of achievement). The Parent 

Council are happy to pass on any views (contact details below).  

  

Digital strategy: Connect – an organisation who support parents to engage with schools across 

Scotland – are very keen to hear views from parents about digital strategies in schools – there is 

quick (2 min!) survey here:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XCR2TGX 

  

Contacting the Parent Council: We are always pleased to hear from parents and carers. You can write 

to us at portyhighparents@gmail.com or join the Facebook group (all parents / carers wishing to join 

FB page must answer two very simple questions for security reasons). Search for ‘Portobello High 

School - Parent Council’. 

Acting Head Teacher Update 

I really enjoyed meeting with Parent Council this week, and it was encouraging to see how many 

more parents and carers were able to participate with it occurring in a hybrid fashion. The school so 

appreciates all the support.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XCR2TGX
mailto:portyhighparents@gmail.com


Our young people have been so busy this week, especially those in the senior phase. There have 

been so many practical assessments and deadline for folios, assignments and dissertations.  

Can I draw your attention to the uniform and KAT consultations included in this update. We are in the 

process of self evaluation, and are keen to hear the views of all within our community to help shape 

decisions moving forward.  

iPads are now an integral part of teaching and learning at Portobello. Staff are reporting that quite a 

few young people are arriving at school without a charged device. Please do get in touch if we can 

help with this at all. We are always keen to help.  

Wishing you a lovely weekend. 

 

Kate Fraser 

School Uniform at Portobello High School - have your say! 

Please complete our survey. Deadline for completion is Sunday 24th March. 

Parent-carer consulatation of the school day 

Dear parent/carer – 

We are currently reviewing the structure of the school day at Portobello, as we move to planning 

next year’s curriculum. We are also working to align our timetable with more schools in Edinburgh, 

to permit the sharing of pathway options. 

 

We are proposing a new model to deal with some of this challenges, and create new opportunities. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xKxcfGKFn3BEqMWSuVBEEdZUOEI2QzY0MVM4WEFCUzY3S0RCN1RaTEpPRi4u


 

Please complete our Survey on proposed changes. 

Edinburgh's Vision for Inclusive Education - Have Your Say 

 

Modern Languages - NAT5, Higher & Advanced Higher Final Talking 

Exams 

The final exams for the Talking element of the course for National 5 and Higher continue next week. 

These assessments are worth 25% of the final course award and it is therefore essential that pupils 

prepare thoroughly.  

Well done to our N5, Higher and Advanced Higher French students who have now all sat their exams. 

Over 170 exams have taken place and we are have been hugely impressed by the very high standard 

across all levels. There have been so many wonderful performances and we are very proud of our 

young people and their efforts for this component of the exam. A huge thank you to all 

parents/carers who have supported and/or encouraged their young people in preparing for these 

exams.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xPB4OQ9vbllFkzNTlLrQzaNUMkkwSFVWOFI5WjRTUElLSjVWUlhOTjhXSS4u


Our AH Spanish students sat their talking exams with the visiting assessor this week and they have 

excelled in these. Well done to all of our talented AH Spanish class! 

Please find below dates for the remaining exams for Spanish and Italian: 

National 5 Spanish – week beginning Monday 18th March* 

*students studying both French and Spanish at N5 level will sit N5 French first then N5 Spanish on 

Monday 25th or Tuesday 26th March. 

Higher Spanish – week beginning Monday 18th March*  

*students studying both French and Spanish at Higher level will sit Higher French first then Higher 

Spanish on Monday 25th or Tuesday 26th March. 

Higher/N5 Italian – these exams will take place at different times throughout March and have been 

arranged with pupils on an individual basis. 

At all levels, the Talking exam is worth 25% of the final course award. It is therefore essential for 

students to be very prepared for these exams to get their best mark possible. Practice and 

preparation at home is very important. All students have their content prepared for the final Talking 

exam and should now begin working on learning this at home as well as in class. 

If any parent/carer has any questions, please get in touch with Mr McCulloch, Curriculum Leader for 

Modern Languages: andrew.mcculloch@portobello.edin.sch.uk. 

Good luck to all pupils sitting these exams! 

Mr McCulloch 

Curriculum Leader for Modern Languages 

Eco Committee 

Eco Committee        

Some of our eco team had a wonderful workshop last Thursday in Edinburgh with Scotdec looking at 

how to be a climate ambassador. We discussed how climate anxiety is felt by young people and what 

they feel should be done about it. We then thought about the best ways to interact with others to 

motivate, inspire and create change.  

We will be using all of our new knowledge to run some small workshops in school and help young 

people to have their voice heard about all things equity, sustainability and global citizenship in our 

school and wider community         

mailto:andrew.mcculloch@portobello.edin.sch.uk


 

 



FTT Update 

We had a really successful after school  pop up club making Gyoza dumplings last Wednesday. There 

were 20 learners of all year groups preparing and cooking gyoza from scratch. We were all very 

impressed with the the high standard of pleating going on.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

The S3 Fashion classes have been using commercial patterns to learn about sizing, pattern markings 

and different sewing techniques and have made these great pyjama shorts. 

 



 

 

 

PE Update 

Another successful weekend of sport for Porty High School students.  

Last weekend PHS students represented local club Chris Ewing karate at the Swedish Karate Open in 

Kristianstad, Sweden. George Burnham S1 and Julia Duff of S2 both secured silver medals in their 

categories and Lottie Burnham, S6 brought home the Gold! Well done to all.  



 

DYW Update 

Lothian Bus and Scotrail Apprenticeship opportunities are now live!  See the update! 

DYW Weekly Opportunities Update Newsletter 13/03/2024 

 

I work part time:  Mon – 8.30am to 4pm, Tues - 8.30am to 3.45pm, Wed - 9am to 1.45pm.    

Facebook, Twitter & Instagram: @DYWEdinMidEast  

LinkedIn: DYW Edinburgh, Midlothian & East Lothian YouTube: DYW Edinburgh, Midlothian and East 

Lothian Read our privacy policy.  

Contact Us 

If you need any further information, or you would like to contact us please do so via the school 

office: 

admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk 

0131 669 2324 

 

Portobello High School 

1 Milton Road 

Edinburgh 

EH15 3BY 

 

https://twitter.com/PortobelloHigh?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwt

erm%5Escreen-name%3APortobelloHigh%7Ctwcon%5Es2 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/o654bTt0OHY814LU?ref=Link
https://www.dyw.scot/crm-privacy-policy.html
https://www.dyw.scot/crm-privacy-policy.html
mailto:admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk
https://twitter.com/PortobelloHigh?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw|twcamp%5eembeddedtimeline|twterm%5escreen-name%3APortobelloHigh|twcon%5es2
https://twitter.com/PortobelloHigh?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw|twcamp%5eembeddedtimeline|twterm%5escreen-name%3APortobelloHigh|twcon%5es2
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