
 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Update 28th January 2022 

 

iPads Are Go! 

 

Next week sees the deployment of our new Empowered Learning iPads in Portobello High School. 

If you have not yet completed the Microsoft Form indicating your acceptance of the Home School 

Agreement and Responsible Use Agreement for your young person in S1-5 please do so as soon 

as possible. Paper copies of forms have been sent home with those in S1 and S2 who have not 

returned an electronic copy and families are reminded that we will be unable to issue iPads 

without a completed form, even if your young person has previously had a school iPad.  

 

We will be working through our deployment timetable next week starting with S1 and there will be 

mop up sessions for towards the end of the week for anyone who is absent or has any difficulty. 

Young people in S1 and S2 will be issued with new iPads. Young people in S3 and 4 will have 

their existing iPad migrated on to the new Mobile Device Management system and young people 

in S5 will hand in their old iPad and receive a new device. Young people in S6 will retain their 

existing device. We are very much looking forward to being a fully 1:1 school! 

 

Prelims 

The prelim diet has finished, except for a few catch up papers to be 

completed. As said previously our young people have been fantastic in their 

attitude towards their assessments and their commitment to do their best. 

We have had working with us a group of experienced invigilators who ensured that pupils had all 

the correct equipment and that exams were run in a caring but rigorous manner. Our chief 

invigilator commented on how well the candidates coped with the exams, given that most of them 

have had little or no previous experience at all. She also commented on what a delight our young 

people were to work with and how proud they should be proud of what they have achieved. Well 

done to all involved! 

 



Vaccinations 

HPV 

Letters inviting pupils for vaccination who have not received their first HPV jag 

were issued to pupils on Monday 24th of January at Key Adult Time. There is a 

consent form in the envelope that needs to be completed and was to be returned by Friday 28 

January. If the form is still to be returned, please do so as quickly as possible.  

DTP Vaccinations 

This is taking place on Monday 31st of February, for pupils in S3 and S4 who gave consent and for 

other pupils in S5 and 6 who have missed their vaccination in previous years and have given 

consent this session.  Pupils will be issued with an appointment slip during Key Adult Time on 

Monday, which will tell them the location and time of their appointment.   

 

S1 Vocal Group 🎵 🎤 

Starting on Wednesday 2nd February 

3-3:45pm - LG79 (in Music) 

Miss Barry, our fabulous singing instructor, is excited to start our brand new S1 Vocal Group! All 

are welcome, no lessons or previous experience necessary, just bring your voice. Ask your Music 

teacher if you would like any more information, or just come along on Wednesday - we look 

forward to seeing you there! 

PE Update 

Basketball 

Congratulations to Aoife Loftus S6 and Zoe Sharpe S5 who have been selected for Basketball 

Scotland’s National U18 and U16 Academy Squads respectively.  

The squads are currently preparing to compete in the Tri-Nations tournament against England and 

Wales in 2022. 

Football 

Congratulations to Lily Graham S5 who has been selected for the Women’s U17 Football Squad 

for their forthcoming double header v Wales next month. 

Water Polo 

Following recent trails congratulations to Will Hurd S4 and Alex De Gaetano S5 who have been 

selected for the Scottish Water Polo U18 Boys Squad. 



Vocal, Working with Carers 

 

 



 

 

English 

 

S1 have been creating a Scots Language quiz in their Scots module to coincide with Burns’ night.  

See how well you can do…! 

 

S1 Have created a ‘Scots Word Quiz’ to celebrate Burns’ Night. Do you know what these 

Scots words mean? 

 

 

 

1. Flitting  

a. To be very drunk 

b. A fish  

c. To move house 

 

2. Buffs  

a. A type of shoe  

b. Your lungs 

c. A pair of fluffy mittens  

 

3. Auld Reekie 

a. A nickname for Edinburgh  

b. An old antique  

c. To be old fashioned  

4. Girdle 

a. Lame 

b. To gasp 

c. A baking plate 

 

5. Vauntie 

a. Your Auntie  

b. To be proud or boastful  

c. To write 

6. Laverode  

a. A Jay 

b. A Blackbird  

c. A Sky lark  

 



7. Gormless  

a. Being stupid  

b. To be lonely  

c. To be brainless 

8. Mindin 

a. An uproar  

b. A memory  

c. A loop  

 

 

9. Daimen  

a. To whistle or hum  

b. Meaning: Occasional or 

rare  

c. The postman  

10. Slip the grip  

a. To be stuck in the toilet  

b. To die  

c. To have buttery hands 

 

 

  

 

Pop up After School Club 

 

To celebrate the start of the Year of the Tiger we are running a Chinese Dumpling making session 

on Wednesday February 1st.  

Sign up in FTT to reserve your space and remember to bring a tub to take away your dumplings.  

 

 

 

FTT 

 

As part of our Eco Schools action plan we are working on reducing the use of disposables in FTT 

and asking students to bring in a suitable container to take away any food they make. 

Answers : 1.C,  2. B,  3. A,  4. C, 5. B, 6. C, 7. A, 8. B, 9. B, 10. B. 



Sometimes food is eaten in class, but if you would like to take it away with you please bring a 

Tupperware or box with you to class. A Tupperware container is ideal, an old take away tub, or 

you can reuse a plastic food container. Here is a list of what we’re cooking next week so you know 

what to bring in.  

Sometimes students ask for plastic cutlery to take away. We can’t offer plastic forks but in March 

we will be running a Cutlery Roll making activity so you can come along and make a pouch to 

carry a fork or spoon to school. 

 

The S3 Practical Cookery classes were given mystery boxes of ingredients this week and had to 

design and make their own dishes. We had some delicious results.  

 


