
 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Update 17th December 2021 

 

A Happy (and Safe!) Christmas  

As we come to the end of a(nother!) challenging term in 

school, we’d like to extend a big thank you to everyone in 

our school community for working together to keep our 

school safe. It’s hard to believe that we have now been 

navigating the pandemic for nearly two years, and the 

news of rising cases and a new variant is not what anyone 

had hoped for in the run up to Christmas. That said, we 

are in a better position now than we have been previously with a growing understanding of how to 

keep ourselves safe and increasing numbers of young people vaccinated.  

 

We have also been able to safely re-start many of the activities which were missed by so many in 

the earlier stages of the pandemic. There were many wonderful examples of that in last night’s 

brilliant Christmas Concert – and a huge well done to everyone who made it such an uplifting 

evening of entertainment. If you weren’t able to join us last night, it’s not too late – you can watch 

at your leisure by clicking on the following link: https://youtu.be/NdgxxlydpfM We look to the 

beginning of session 2022 with hope! 

 

Finally, a reminder that Wednesday 5 January is an In-Service day for staff and the new term 

starts for all young people on Thursday 6 January at 8.30am. Until then, we wish all our families a 

safe and Happy Christmas and New Year! 

 

Porty Christmas Appeal   

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported our Porty 

Christmas Appeal.   We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our 

school community and we want to thank everyone involved.  A special 

thanks to our Parent Council for their wonderful support, our Pupil Support 

Officers/Online Shoppers, our S6 students for their help with collecting 

donations, and wrapping hundreds of presents (pictured below!) and to everyone within our 

https://youtu.be/NdgxxlydpfM


community who donated so generously.  All of this will make a real difference to many of our 

families this year. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year when it comes! 

 

 

Food Bank collection – Thank You 

A massive thanks for everyone's support with the food bank collection. It was another really 

successful year, with a huge donation dropped off on Friday. 

The Trussell Trust were very grateful for our donation and have sent a thank you letter and 

certificate to the school. Thanks again to everyone who helped us achieve this! Have a great 

Christmas.  

 

 

 



Carnegie Mental Health Award  

We are delighted to share the news that Portobello High School has been 

awarded Silver Level in the Carnegie Mental Health Award. The assessor was 

very impressed by the ‘significant and rapid progress’ we have made as a school 

community over the past 12 months.  

In working towards this award, accredited by the Carnegie 

School of Education at Leeds Beckett University, we have 

worked hard to embed mental health into our culture and ethos 

and to break down barriers and fight the stigma so that our young 

people feel supported.  

Numerous comprehensive policies and practices involving all 

elements of the school have been implemented, including our 

weekly Wellbeing Wednesday through Key Adult time, S3 SQA 

Wellbeing Award, S6 Wellbeing Mentors and our new QR code 

contact system.  

The independent assessor noted ‘a significant and considerable shift in the culture of the school 

towards Mental Health and Wellbeing for all.’ This wonderful feedback is a brilliant Christmas 

present and very well-deserved recognition of the work of both our staff Mental Health and 

Wellbeing Group and our young people. We’d like to say a special thank you to Mrs Mary Hand, 

our Curriculum Leader for Wellbeing, for her brilliant leadership in this important area of work. 

 

 

 



 

NB – A version of this document with clickable links has been sent home to all parents by email.  



 

Football 

A huge congratulations to S6 pupil Brodie Watt who has been selected for the Scottish Schools 

U18 football team. After successfully making it through a series of trial games, Brodie becomes 

part of the Scotland squad who will participate in the Centenary Shield next year against England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. The first game as a team takes place on Monday against Stirling 

Albion at Toryglen. Good luck, Brodie!! 

FTT 

Merry Christmas from FTT. We’ve been getting in the spirit all week with these stunning Christmas 

cakes from our National 5 Cake class …. 

 



   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


