Weekly Update 3rd December 2021
Christmas Appeal
Thank you to everyone who got in touch to offer support for our Christmas
appeal!

If you would like to contribute a small gift, then we will be

collecting these in the School Library from Monday morning.

Young

people will be given the opportunity during Key Adult to drop off gifts.
Please supply gifts unwrapped. Thank you for all your support!

Wear Something Christmassy on Wednesday
Our S6 Leadership team are encouraging everyone to wear
something Christmassy on the Wednesday 8 December, in
return for a small donation to support our Christmas Appeal.
There is no need for anyone to go out a buy a Christmas
jumper - a tinsel scarf, bauble earrings or any other
Christmassy attire, will work just as well.
Thank you from the S6 Senior Leadership Team.

Food Bank Collection
Once again Portobello High School will be participating in foodbank collections
for the Trussell Trust this Christmas. Each of our Key Adult classes have been
issued with information on how they can get involved and help to contribute to
this very worthwhile cause, which has been coordinated by Miss Scott and Dr
Mitchell from our Science department and Miss Richards from Business Education.
Dry and tinned food, pastas, rice, cereals and hygiene products are among the items that are all
very welcome. These will be collected over the next week and delivered to the local foodbank on
behalf of the pupils of Portobello High School on Friday 10th December to be available for those in
need over the festive season. Please support us if you can. Thank you.

Covid-19 – LFD Testing Reminder
With current concerns around a new variant, we would like to remind
everyone about the importance of regular LFD testing. It’s worth
considering stepping up the frequency of testing and doing an additional
test before and after any social gatherings. Kits are available from Key
Adults.

Parent Council Meeting 7 December
A reminder that the next meeting of our Parent Council is on
Tuesday 7 December from 7.00pm to 8.00pm on Teams. A link
will be sent home next week. Everyone is welcome!

Visitors in School
In line with Scottish Government and City of Edinburgh Council guidance, please remember that
we are currently unable to have visitors in school unless by prior arrangement for essential
learning purposes. Sadly, this includes parents and carers! If you require to drop something off at
the office or collect something, please use the intercom at the main entrance to let our office team
know you are here and then wait outside. One of our staff will then come outside to assist you. We
are really looking forward to the day when we can welcome families back to our school –
especially those who have not yet been able to come inside our building.

SQA
Early next week young people will be issued with hard copies of a booklet
entitled “Your National Qualifications”. This is the replacement publication
for “Your Coursework” and it includes similar content with additional
information for learners about how to prepare for exams and what will
happen if exams are disrupted this session. The link for the booklet can be found below. The
booklets will be distributed to young people via Key Adult and the link will also be emailed to pupils
in S4/5/6.
www.sqa.org.uk/yournationalqualifications

Scam Alert!!
Police Scotland have alerted us to a scam which targets
young people in relations to obtaining a COVID-19
vaccination pass. The scam uses test message like to one
pictures and links to a bogus website which requests a
payment and bank details. Please be aware that the NHS
will never ask for payment for anything related to Covid-19 and remember never to share your
bank details in response to an unsolicited text, email or phone call.

Business Education
Retrieval practice is the name given to a group of strategies which boost learning by bringing
information to mind using recall and developing long term memory. Using their retrieval skills S5
and S6 pupils have been studying for their upcoming Marketing and Operations assessment.

Modern Languages
We are very proud of our Advanced Higher classes who have been writing university level articles
in both French and Spanish which have been published in the very reputable Worldwide Napier
magazine (tellement chic!). The theme for this year’s articles was “revolution” which our young
authors enjoyed exploring in many ways. Well done to them! 😊
Have a look at their amazing work by following the link below!
https://issuu.com/edinburgh_napier_languages/docs/wwn8_web
Star Linguists
The Modern Languages Department are continuing to recognise and celebrate outstanding effort
and achievement in languages among S1-S3 pupils through our Star Linguist awards. Here are
our 'Star Linguist' winners for this month, all of whom have impressed their class teacher through
working extremely hard in French or Spanish. Well done to you all!

Library
The library will be closed to pupils next week (6th-10th December)
unless prior arrangements have been made. We will be back open on
the 13th. Any books stamped before this date will be automatically
renewed until the 13th. Please make sure that all library books are
handed back before the end of term! It would be much appreciated if
parents could have a rummage at home for any books that belong to
the school library, as there are still lots overdue from last year.
The following lunch clubs will be running in the library from next term: Anime and Manga Club,
Graphic Novel/Comics Club with Mr Lecomte, S1-S3 Book Club, Crafts Club, Tabletop Gaming

Club. There will also be tables for quiet reading available each day. If pupils would like to put their
names down for these clubs, please speak to Ms Deans in the library.

Breakfast Club
We are delighted to announce our new Breakfast Club. Come along to the
canteen from 8.00 am on Monday 6th December for some breakfast to start
the day right way. This is open to all pupils and is free of charge. Entry via
the side door at the dining room or pupil entrance only.
Karate
Congratulations to Daniel Lyons S5 was recently selected to represent Scotland as part of the
National Karate Team at the European Karate Championships in February 2022. As part of the
preparation for this event Daniel will be attending the WKF Karate Youth League in Venice, Italy,
this is a huge international karate competition taking place over 3 days with competitors from all
over the world. Daniel currently has 93 competitors in his category - Junior Male (16-17 years) 61kg and will definitely view this is an excellent opportunity to compete against the best in the
world, in addition to his vital preparation for the European Championships. Well done Daniel!
Congratulations also to Ryan Thinn S5 who will also attend the WKF Karate Youth League
competition in Venice, Italy. Ryan will compete in the Junior Male (16-17 years) – 68kg category.
There will be 127 competitors competing in this weight category from 39 different countries such
as Mexico, Belarus, Spain, Belgium, Brazil, France and the Ukraine. What a fantastic opportunity
and experience, well done Ryan!

Christmas Concert - 16th December 2021

Preparations are nearly complete for our virtual Christmas Concert, with just a few items still to
record and film!
You will be able to watch the concert on the evening of Thursday 16th December at 6.30pm.
The stream will be live at 6.00pm with the actual Concert starting at 6.30pm.
The link to watch the concert is:
https://youtu.be/-c42nfofDEc
OR you can simply search Portobello High School Christmas Concert 2021 on YouTube.
We have tried to involve all the usual Porty Music groups including the String Orchestra, Jazz
Band, Wind Ensemble, Percussion, Guitar, and Vocal groups as well as a few solo and smaller
group items.
Tickets will be available via ParentPay - details to follow in next week’s update.
We hope you enjoy the concert and the wonderful musical talents of our Porty Pupils!

Porty School Show 2021 - Update!

The Odyssey rehearsals continue …
In our journey so far, Odysseus has assembled his crew; had the first distraction of the Lotus Eater’s
island and their magical fruit; met Polyphemus, the one-eyed Giant and his truly wonderful Sheep;
actually caught a brief sight of home (the Island of Ithaca), only to be blown completely away by
Aeolus, King of the Winds; met the ever-patient Penelope and her loyal women; and had the first
Council of the GODS! And there is still so much more to come!
Here are a few photos of our early rehearsals….

