Weekly Update 12th November 2021

COP a Load of All This…!
Our school Eco Club have been going from strength to
strength recently under the guidance of Ms Crawford in
FTT. As well as taking part in the Four Nations Mock
COP26 with 26 other schools from around the UK and
planning local action, a group of six young people were
lucky enough to travel to the Green Zone at COP26 in
Glasgow on Wednesday of this week to meet with leaders of Indigenous Communities at an event
organised by Youth Climate Activists.

This morning nine of our young people were asked to give their views on the outcomes of the UN
Summit on TV Breakfast show Good Morning Britain. They did a fantastic job! You can see what
they had to see here : https://tinyurl.com/2dknfsmm

Climate Challenge for Families
All of last week during Key Adult Time, young people were given
the opportunity to take part in a range of activities to explore the
ways in which we can all play our part and make a difference to
Climate Change. We would like to invite all of our families to take
part in the following quiz to see what else they can do to help!

https://climate-calculator.climatehero.me/?source=GoogleKeywords
Greta’s Gala Success
Huge congratulations to Greta McMillan in S5 who, winner in the
Scottish Youth Film Foundation’s COP26 CHANGE film
competition. Along with 9 other films shortlisted from 150 entries,
Greta’s film was screened at a gala event in the Green Zone on
Sunday 7 November, with prizes presented by respected actress
and environmentalist Miranda Richardson.
‘Change Direction’, is set on the first day of a new academic
year, and on the journey to Portobello High School, Greta
changes direction. The short film is about the climate emergency
and taking responsibility. The film takes the objectives of COP26
and juxtaposes these with extracts from the Greta Thunberg
speech ‘Our house is on Fire’, which are acted by young people from Portobello HS who attend
Edinburgh Youth Theatre, which Greta also attends.
You can enjoy Greta’s powerful film at this link: Change Direction - YouTube

SQA - Prelims
The Prelims will be running this session from Monday 10 January to
Wednesday 26 January inclusive. We are working on the accommodation
for the Prelims and will issue timetables to young people once this is complete. However, to
support pupils with their revision we will issue the dates and times of the assessments prior to the
accommodation timetable being completed. This information will be issued to young people week
beginning the 15th of November.

Remembrance Week at Portobello
This week in Key Adult Time our theme was
Remembrance. Our English staff and young people
prepared a thoughtful range of activities to allow
everyone to reflect on the meaning of remembrance.
These included readings from poetry, music and song.
Our School Captains also visited Key Adult classes to allow young people to make a donation to
the Poppy Scotland Appeal. On Thursday morning, the school corridors were filled with the
haunting sounds of the Last Post performed over the tannoy by Owen Gosling, S4, and Mr Barker.
Thanks to everyone who made our Remembrance Week so special.

Support for Families Information
City of Edinburgh Council have launched their new Support for
Families information pages on the council website. It provides
information on free or low-cost programmes, activities and
groups available for families online. This can be accessed at
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/supportforfamilies
Also, if you need help finding support for you or your child, email
supportingparentsandcarers@edinburgh.gov.uk

Easyfundraising - a free and zero hassle way to support the Parent
Council to raise funds for the school!
Easyfundraising was raised at the last Parent Council meeting and it was
suggested that we should share the details again and set a target for new
sign-ups. It is a really easy way of raising funds for the school every time you shop online with

most retailers (e.g. supermarkets, Decathlon, Amazon). It is completely free and it involves zero
hassle! Please sign up if you haven't done so already - and get grandparents, aunts, uncles etc
involved too! Last month we only raised £9.95 and had no new sign-ups. Could we set a target for
20 new sign-ups by the end of November? Once you’ve signed up and raised £15 in donations,
easyfundraising will give us an extra £15 bonus donation.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/portobellohighsc/?invite=1HVEH8%26referralcampaign=s2s&utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_source=social&utm_medium=facebook&utm_content=raf15-f

DofE Update
We have now registered almost 140 pupils for their Bronze Award this
session!
Our numbers are growing for two reasons- firstly, we were unable to offer
the award to last year’s S3 due to Covid restrictions, and secondly the
demand for something different for pupils to put on their CVs seems to be
going up and up. Many pupils have discovered an interest for the outdoors
during lockdown, and the Duke of Edinburgh Award is a way of not just trying something new, but
also getting recognition for activities many of our pupils do regularly, as part of their volunteering,
physical and skills sections.
Thanks to support from more Staff and Parent volunteers, as well as resources from the school
itself, we are now able to run a bigger programme than ever before.
Our new Bronze groups in S3 and S4 are getting started with their award, choosing what to do for
their Volunteering, Physical and Skill sections. We have everything from Litter Picking to Scout
Leading, Knitting to Drumming and Puppy training to Tap dancing! They should now have received
their eDofE login and be filling in the information on their account. Lots of information and
guidance can be found on the DofE Team.
D of E Silver Presentations
This week we had the first of our Silver Expedition
Presentations. S6 pupils Orla, Aimili, Leila and
Niamh spoke about their focus on the Scottish
Outdoor Access code during their Expedition in
October and looking at how the countryside is
managed for all to enjoy. A brilliant, thought

provoking presentation! We are looking forward to seeing the other group present next week.
Finishing off your DofE Award
We have many pupils on the system who have not yet received their certificate because they have
yet to submit enough evidence or an assessor’s report.
There are instructional YouTube videos which can help with this (although note they show an older
version of the eDofE site) eDofE | How to complete a section - YouTube and eDofE | how to locate
and complete an Assessor report - YouTube and FAQs can be found here: eDofE Support – DofE
If any pupils are struggling with this or have questions, they should come and speak to Ms Taylor
in G40 or Mrs Munro in Art.

Science
1B1 had a look at the density of everyday substances in science today. We layered honey, maple
syrup, milk, hand soap, water, rubbing alcohol, vegetable oil and baby oil in a boiling tube. We
then dropped in raisins and iron nails and watched how they moved through the layers.

Pop Up Baking Class
We had an excellent time at the
pop-up class on Wednesday.
Everyone was so enthusiastic and
produced many brilliant results,
here are some of the pictures of
our Day of the Dead biscuits. And
well done to STAR BAKER from
the night, Leon Jarman, who
produced a full collection of
colourful biscuits. We look
forward to seeing many more at
our future pop up classes.

Wellbeing Hub
We welcomed Isla and her owner Sheila to the Wellbeing Hub this week. Isla
is a therapet and will be popping in for belly rubs once a week!

Keyboard Club

Are you interested in learning to play the keyboard? A
new keyboard club is starting in the music
department for pupils who are interested in learning to
play or improve their skills. Keyboard club is open
to all pupils in year groups S1, S2 and S3 and will take
place on Tuesday lunchtimes at 12.50.
There will be a meeting in room LG78 in the music
department at 1pm on Tuesday 16 November for all those who are interested in joining. There are
limited places so it will be on a first come, first served basis.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

FTT
The S4 Practical cookery classes have been working on the Tunnocks challenge this week. Each
pupil was given a tea cake and asked to produce a dessert with it. They came up with some great
ideas of how to elevate the humble tea cake to restaurant standard.

Some of our S1’s have been having their first experience of FTT over the last couple of weeks. We
started off their practical work by making fruit sundaes.

Biscuit week in NPA bakery

