Weekly Update 21 May 2021
Holiday Weekend
Families are reminded that Monday 24 May is a school holiday and Tuesday 25 May is the first of the
additional in-service days granted by Scottish Government to help secondary teachers overtake the
demands of the SQA’s Additional Certification Model. School re-starts as normal at 8.30am on Wednesday
26 May. We hope all of our young people manage to find time to relax over the long weekend, especially
those in the Senior Phase who continue to impress us with their resilience around the assessments this
year.
Information from CEC on Stopping the Spread of Covid-19
Community testing for people with no COVID-19 symptoms is one of the ways we can
all help keep people safe and stop the spread of COVID-19 in Edinburgh. We recently
offered community testing in Craigmillar Library and we’d like to thank everyone who came
along for a test.
Infection rates are still higher in the wider Craigmillar and Niddrie area than in many other
parts of Edinburgh, so we’re asking people to come forward again for a rapid test. We’re open in Craigmillar Library
from 9am to 6pm from Monday 23 May to Sunday 30 May. There will be no library services from Craigmillar Library
during this time.
Testing is free, fast and safe. There’s no need to book and it will only take around 15 minutes to take the test and 45
minutes for people to be sent their results.
Almost 1 in 3 people infected with Covid-19 don’t have any of the usual symptoms but are potentially passing on the
virus unknowingly to family, friends and others in the community. By getting tested people can find out if they are
positive and self-isolate at home to stop spreading the virus to others.
You can find out more about community testing on our web pages at www.edinburgh.gov.uk/communitytesting
Thank you for your help.

Parent Council
The next meeting of our Parent Council will take place on Tuesday 1
June from 7.00 – 8.15pm in Teams. A link will be shared via email
nearer the time. Please remember that you can get in touch with the
Parent Council either via the FaceBook page or their dedicated email
address portyhighparents@gmail.com

SQA Information
The SQA have asked that we share the following message with you.
The National Qualifications 2021 Group* was established last autumn and has been meeting
weekly. The group developed the Alternative Certification Model (ACM) in use this year and
has continued to revise it in light of the second period of lockdown and remote learning.
We want to reassure students that everyone in Scottish education is working hard on their behalf to ensure that
the ACM allows learners to achieve fair and credible grades, with every step possible being taken to ensure
young people’s wellbeing is protected through the process.
At the heart of the model is demonstrated attainment, that is evidence of learning and skills. Based on that
evidence, teachers and lecturers will exercise their professional judgement to determine provisional grades for
learners. Those grades will not then be altered by the SQA unless an administrative error is discovered.
We understand that this is a challenging time and that the extended period of remote learning during lockdown
has meant that many learners are producing evidence (undertaking assessments) over a shorter period of time
in schools and colleges than originally planned.
Notwithstanding this, teachers and lecturers in schools and colleges are working hard to deliver the qualifications
students deserve and we call on everyone to support both that effort and our young people through what will
naturally be an anxious and stressful period for many.
It is important to highlight the followings facts about the model:
•

•
•
•

•
•

•

the ACM gives schools and colleges flexibility around the timing and nature of assessment to ensure
that, as far as possible, there is maximum opportunity for learners to undertake the required learning and
be given the best chance to succeed in any course assessments.
the timeline for submission of provisional results has been extended to 25 June, providing as much time
as possible to schools, colleges and students.
local and national support is in place to ensure provisional results are based on national standards.
the SQA is working with schools, colleges and local authorities to ensure grades are fair and its feedback
from the SQA will be important in informing the judgements that teachers and lecturers make but the
SQA will not change individual learners’ grades as a result of any moderation process.
the support available on national learning platform e-Sgoil has been extended to learners who, for a
variety of reasons, have experienced extreme disruption to their learning.
contingency arrangements are being developed for later certification for a small number of learners who
have completed their course but have experienced particularly significant disruption that has meant they
have been unable to complete all the required evidence.
an appeals process for learners is being developed and will be published shortly.

Our key message to learners is that your grades will be judged by your teachers and lecturers, based on
your assessment evidence and every effort is being made to ensure equity and support your wellbeing
throughout the process.
We all remain committed to working together to ensuring that learners get the national qualification grades that
they deserve.

Parent and Carer Workshops to Support Children with Anxiety
The City of Edinburgh Council have organised some very helpful
online workshops for parents and carers of children and young
people who are experiencing anxiety on Tue 1st and Tue 15th June
9.30-11am.
The 2-session workshop focuses on understanding anxiety in children and increasing confidence to develop
support strategies which can help at home. The sessions are run by CAMHS and City of Edinburgh Council
Psychological Services. These sessions are aimed at parents of both primary and secondary aged children in
North East Edinburgh (Leith, Craigentinny, Portobello Craigmillar, Niddrie, etc.)
The Workshop sessions will be delivered online across using Microsoft Teams. Parents are required to
attend both sessions. The first session will help parents to have a greater understanding of anxiety and the
factors that maintain anxiety. The second session moves on to helping parents support young people in
developing practical strategies to manage and face worries. The workshop is based on Cognitive
Behavioural Therapy (CBT) techniques and, as such, will have a focus on how thoughts, feelings and
behaviours have a role in keeping anxiety going and what can be done to change this. Further details are
included in the attached information sheet.
Session 1: Understanding Anxiety: Tuesday 1st June 0930-1100 on MS Teams
Session 2: Supporting Your Children With Anxiety: Tuesday 15th June 0930-1100 on MS Teams
Parents and Carers who wish to book a space to attend should email me jillian.hart@edinburgh.gov.uk
giving their name, email address, the name of the school their child attends and the class they are in. e.g.
primary 4. Parents will then be sent information on how to join the sessions.
S6 Group Photo
A reminder that the S6 group photo will take place on Thursday 27 May.

Support for Young People Leaving School
Skills Development Scotland have pulled together some resources to help young people along with their parents and
carers find the next step as they leave school.
The attached Leavers Advice Worksheet has pointers and advice to help make informed choices whilst the Contacts
and Websites document has links to a wealth of resources for everyone. If you need any support or advice in
working out next steps, please contact your young person’s Pupil Support Leader.

Scottish Colleges Virtual Showcase

Colleges from across Scotland have come together to showcase the amazing opportunities college offers
through the Choose College Virtual Showcase - a free event for pupils, teachers and parents.

Attendees will get the chance to hear about:
•
•
•

The exciting opportunities colleges offer
Support services and funding
What college life is like at our seminar sessions.

When: Wednesday 26 May – 3-5pm and 7-9pm
Where: Online
Why: Find out about college courses, learning and career pathways, and life at college.
PLUS: You can also browse their exhibition area and ask as many questions as you like at the virtual college stands.
Find out more about the Choose College Virtual Showcase and book your place Sign Up Here

Edinburgh Guarantee Opportunities Bulletin
Please see attached this week’s Edinburgh Guarantee Opportunities Bulletin which amalgamates the
former Edinburgh Guarantee Schools Bulletin and the Activity Agreements Youth Opportunities Bulletin
and is split into the following sections:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Jobs
Modern Apprenticeships
Graduate Apprenticeships
Professional Qualifications
Programmes, Courses and Training.

At the beginning of the bulletin, there is a list of current vacancies to make it easier for you to
search. There is a link to our Jobs Board where you can see the latest vacancies and sign up for job
alerts. The bulletin is also available on the Edinburgh Guarantee website.
It features a variety of entry level jobs and Modern Apprenticeships, some of which require very few
qualifications and are suitable for those who are about to leave or have left school. There are also
Graduate Apprenticeships and other alternatives to university.
The Programmes, Courses and Training section contains a range of options available to young people
who have left school and are not yet in employment, further education or training.

Support and Advice for Mental Health and Wellbeing
Please click on the link below to access a wide range of information which supports
aspects of mental health and wellbeing.

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/downloads?fbclid=IwAR3ogMRI95pl9Zx_vJwy6YV4VWA4pEbnvghUDRQ2c3nMPbqQqmaBquIvRM
Attention all music lovers and concert goers!
Despite the global pandemic, we at Portobello High School have kept the music going! We are pleased to announce
that we will be hosting our Virtual Summer Concert live at 7:00pm on Thursday 17th June. The evening will consist of
a mixture of soloists, small groups, and larger ensembles. School concert tickets are usually £5.00 however, to make
this event as accessible as possible to as many people as possible, we are asking that you pay only what you can
afford. This does not only mean that people can pay less, but it also means that for those of you that can afford it,
you can pay more! Given the current circumstances we thought it would be appropriate to donate half of our
proceeds to Children 1st – Scotland’s National Children’s Charity. Tickets will be available via ParentPay a week
before the concert. Further details regarding how to access the concert will be available nearer the time. Watch this

space for further details. We are looking forward to sharing our musical talent with you and our wider school
community!

FTT
S3 Practical cookery have been looking at the importance of our store cupboard dry ingredients in everyday baking.
This week we made traditional Selkirk Bannocks and Soda Bread.

S2 have been making good food choices by choosing the toppings they wanted for their pizzas. Great mixing, rolling
and shaping all round!

The NPA bakery class have been completed their bread until by making Focaccia and granary bread loaves. The smell
of the Rosemary in the department was fantastic!

