
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Update 5 March 2021 
 
Equalities Update 

 
Along with all other schools in Edinburgh we are working hard to improve 

all equalities issues.  To date this has included developing better ways of 

tackling racist incidents and beginning the process of reviewing our 

curriculum.  All our staff have taken part in training to better equip them 

to approach issues related to equalities and support our young people. 

One of the most important actions for us has been to improve pupil voice 

in this area.  Our Pupil Council for Equalities have been leading this 

work.  Along with Luke McAllister, DHT and Equalities Coordinator, will be 

in touch soon to ask for your support.  If you are interested in getting 

more involved, a city-wide Reference Group for Equalities has been 

formed and you would be very welcome to join.  Please contact 

Annemarie.Procter@ea.edin.sch.uk to find out more. 

 

Our Pupil Council for Equalities made a powerful short film which was 

shared through PSE - you can see it by clicking the link below. They have 

also developed this striking poster which is one aspect of our work in 

school and will make it easier for young people to get in touch when help 

or support is needed.  

https://clickv.ie/w/Iwdp 

 

Purple Friday 2021 

In July 2020, Portobello High School was awarded LGBT Youth Scotland's Silver 

Charter which acknowledges the progress we are making towards being a more 

inclusive school and the support provided to pupils and staff in regard to sexual 

orientation and gender identity. Our work in this area is transferable to any other 

areas of social justice and inclusion. This is at the heart of our daily practice and is the 

ethos we wish to build with our young people.  The values we hold dear include 

acknowledging diversity and inclusion and being respectful to one another.  

This year like previous years, pupils had the opportunity to explore a few resources 

relating to gender identity, sexual orientation, mental health and prejudice-based bullying prevention and they were 

also able to get in touch if they had any questions or needed support, notably by consulting our LGBT+ Digital Space. 

The theme for this year was “Unsung People” and the notion of “intersectionality”. Through our Equalities Twitter 

account, @ediphs, the community was able to learn about unsung LGBT+ role models who made an important 

historical contribution.  

This year, to mark the end of LGBT+ History Month and Purple Friday 2021, our S6 Leadership Team made a video to 

explore cultural and historical LGBTI landmarks around the world and learn some facts about them, and to spark 

discussions around which LGBTI historical figures and events are underrepresented.  

Take the LGBT+ World Tour by clicking here: https://clickv.ie/w/eq6p 
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Parent Council Meeting 
 
The next meeting of our Parent Council will take place 
online at 7pm on Wednesday 17 March. An agenda and 
Teams link will be sent out separately. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

Phased Return to In Person Learning 

Following the First Minister’s announcement in the Scottish Parliament on 2 March, all parents should have 

received a letter from Andy Gray, Chief Education Officer at City of Edinburgh Council. Planning is 

underway in school and detailed arrangements will be communicated during next week. We understand 

that everyone will be very keen to hear details and thank you for your patience as we work through what is 

a very complex task. Our planning will allow all young people to have some time in school each week whilst 

maintaining aspects of their online learning as well. Up until the Spring holiday, 2m distancing will be in 

place for all classes and all young people and adults are required to wear a face covering when inside the 

building unless exempt. We are looking forward to seeing more of our young people in person soon! 

Class Charts 

Please remember to download the Class Charts app (or go 
to www.classcharts.com) and log in regularly to access further feedback on 
home learning. If any parent/carer of a learner in S1-6 has misplaced their log 
in details for Class Charts, they should contact Mr McCulloch: (andrew.mcculloch@portobello.edin.sch.uk, stating 
their child’s name and their year group, and these details will be emailed to them.  

Dyslexia Scotland Masterclass Resources 

Following up from last week’s item on support for pupils with 

dyslexia and literacy difficulties see links to part 1 and 2 of the 

Dyslexia Scotland’s Parent Masterclass. For those of you with a good 

understanding of Dyslexia you may want to focus on Part 2 which 

talks you through how you can support your young person at home.  

Part 1 – What does dyslexia look like? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyZN87rvevk&list=PL0wuerC08SwsvXB8lA4WN_5EijX5wcHb1 

Part 2 – Support at home 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyZN87rvevk&list=PL0wuerC08SwsvXB8lA4WN_5EijX5wcHb1&index=22 

Spaces for People: moving forward 

Many of you will have seen some of the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ 

measures at schools and around the city that are helping people to 

physically distance and travel safely during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Council have created extra space for pedestrians and wheelchairs 

in shopping areas as well as putting protected cycle lanes on some 

main roads. There’s also extra space for exercise in some areas. You 

can find out more about these measures at 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/spacesforpeople 
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The Council are now considering whether to keep some of the temporary measures in place for a longer trial period, 

so we can test them out when pedestrians and traffic begin to get back to normal. They want to do this as many of 

the temporary measures are likely to help achieve the Council’s long-term objectives to improve how we travel, 

making it easier for people to get about, and to help meet the city’s net carbon-free targets.  

City of Edinburgh Council are keen to hear what people think about this and are seeking views from residents, 

businesses and key city organisations. Please fill in our online questionnaire. More information on 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/streetschemes 

 

English 

A piece of work inspired by the poem Jackie Kay created for Edinburgh’s Hogmanay, and created by James Thomson 

in S1. 

Dashing through the trees, swerving and diving a deer gallops. 

Everyone turned to the sound of the hooves on the bare ground,  

Even as the deer ran, people followed aiming their weapons, 

Ready to fire. The deer swerved, narrowly evading the bullet, 

Stumbling over branches and dips the humans kept on chasing.  

Tearing through the paths the deer ran. He had to run faster, faster  

And he was not running for him but for his mate and his kin. 

Gradually slowing, he ran out of breath, but he kept on walking.  

He had to. If he stopped, he would be killed and eaten. 

Only this is a lamb to a slaughter. The deer ran through the bitter night,  

Glancing behind him the light of the hunting party shown, the glow growing.  

Man, what a vicious species: slaughtering defenceless animals, the deer thought.  

All the animals need to feed, but humans enjoy the kill. They crave how easy it is.  

No, the deer will not let himself die, not without a chase. He starts to run again.  

A shot fired hitting the deer in the leg, but he will not stop, will not slow, will not die.  

Yelling could be heard from the man who shot the deer. The deer ran over hills, 

Falling, the deer saw the sun rise illuminating him. The first day of a new year.  

Everything blurred, the deer closed its eyes for the last time as the men caught up. 

All the humans ate of the deer that day; the first kill on the first day.  

Still a herd of deer remain but one less, gone, not to be seen, forgotten.  

The new year had come, and it was a blank canvas. 

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/bi/retainingspacesforpeopleconsultation/
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/streetschemes


S1 pupils were responding to the Hogmanay drone display with their own creative writing and a suggested image 

that could have been added to the display. Charlie Copp in S1 produced this brilliant piece: 

 

 

 



Star Linguists 

The Modern Languages Department are continuing to celebrate outstanding effort and achievement in languages 
among S1-S3 pupils. Here are our March 'Star Linguist' winners, who have been working extremely hard during 
remote learning. Well done to you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FTT 

The senior classes have been in school this week in small socially distanced groups to practice essential skills. They 

have worked on pastry making, lining flan cases, the melting method for cake making and their knife skills to make 

soup. It has been lovely to see the learners in person and the department is looking forward to welcoming in our 

other classes next week.  

    

    

    

     

   



   

   

 

 

The bakery class have also been in to practice making choux pastry.  Very impressed with their chocolate eclairs.  

     

 

The S2 classes have been working on investigating fairtrade and vitamins this week, as well as cooking up a 

storm, while the S1’s have been working out how to make rock buns. This is a selection of the work from this week.  

     



   

 

 

CDT 

S2 with Mr Farquhar have been designing Dust Busters this week 

 
 
The CDT BGE have been looking at the colour wheel this week finding items at home to create their own wheel 

 

 


