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The full booklet contains descriptions of the courses on offer next session in 
Portobello High. You will find information about entry requirements and a 
summary of course content and how the courses will be assessed. 
 
As well as the more traditional courses, we offer a number of options that 
promote and develop employability skills in our students. The courses are 
available at many levels and some will be delivered in collaboration with local 
partners.   
 
The contents page is bookmarked, and you should be able to click on a 
heading and go straight to that topic (if we got the technology right!). 
 

We will be using a different system to usual for collecting your choices.  They 
will be entered on line using a system called TOOLs. 

We will give you more information on how to do this shortly.  In the 
meantime, you can start thinking about what you want to study next session 

 

Our Careers Advisers can provide careers information and advice.   

• Choosing subjects, considering interests and abilities 

• Deciding on a suitable career 

• Applying for jobs or training places 

• Applying to college or university courses 

• Accessing the website My World of Work  
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk 

Students can: 

• Request an interview to discuss their ideas and plans in detail 

• Attend the careers drop in for careers information and job vacancy 
details 

Deadlines 
We will be collecting course choices online this year. Your choices must be entered by  

S5: Monday 14 March 
S4: Friday 19 March 

There is no ‘first come, first served’ approach provided forms are handed in by the deadlines published.   

 

Students returning their sheets late cannot be guaranteed places in the courses they select. 
If there is a good reason for returning the form after this date, you must inform Mr Cotter 

before the deadline 
 

What is 
in this 
booklet? 

Deadlines 

How to 
choose 
your 
courses 

Careers 
Advice 
and 
Support 
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It is to start thinking about and preparing for the next stage in your education.  You need to 
make yourself an attractive candidate for employment, training or further study.   

There are many ways to enter the workplace, get a good job and have a successful career.  
School gets you to the starting line, you now get to choose the best route for you. Just now, 
you have a range of pathways open to you. 

As well as coming back to study in school full time, it is possible to take one of these options 
which combines school study with other opportunities: 

• Foundation Apprenticeship 

• School College Partnership courses 

• Work Experience 
 
This blended approach to learning suits some young people really well and they thrive on 
the chance to work in a different context. 

Have a think about what you want to achieve over the next couple of years and look at all 
the options available before making your final decision. 
 

 

Your qualifications are important, but they are only part of the story.  Whatever your route 
into employment you will need to develop a wide range of other skills.  Some of these skills 
will be developed through your courses.  Others are about self-discipline and working as 
part of the school community.  Others will require you to engage with employers, gaining 
experience in a specific vocational field.   

Sometimes you will need to put yourself well outside your comfort zone and do some 
things you didn’t think you could do (or even wanted to do!).  S5/6 should provide an 
opportunity for skills development; it is up to you to grab the opportunities open to you.  
Here is a link to Skills in A Nutshell from the NPFS. 

 

 

 

This diagram has been 
reproduced from the 
National Parent 
Forum Scotland 
(NPFS) publication 
called Career 
Education: A World of 

Possibilities (click here 
for the link to the 
document).   

The National Parent 
Forum produces a 
wide range of 
documents written in 
pupil and parent 
friendly language 
without jargon.   
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http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/nutshells_skills_E-1.pdf
http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NPFS_world_of_possibilities_1509_E.pdf
http://www.npfs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/NPFS_world_of_possibilities_1509_E.pdf
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You will get the most from S5/6 if you have some idea of what you would like to achieve 
over the next couple of years (or next year for current S5 pupils).  

If you need advice, speak to plenty of people including your parents/carers, family and 
friends, teachers, careers adviser etc. It is important you make informed decisions.  

Sometimes the information you get from one person will conflict with someone else's 
comments. That is ok; just look into things a little more to help make your mind up about 
the best path for you. 

 

 

Moving up a level (from N4 to N5, N5 to Higher, etc) isn’t always the best move for 
everyone.  The jump between levels is large and hard to anticipate until you have done it!  
Read the section below on entry levels before you finalise your choices. 

Remember you can progress ‘sideways’.  This means taking more subjects at your current 
level of study.  This can help build your confidence, develop your skills and give you a wider 
range of knowledge you can take to the next stage of your life.  It is better to pass five 
subjects at your current level than fail five at the next level up! 

You can always take a mixture of levels according to your interests, ability and where you 
hope to go next year.  It is a good idea to check any entry requirements for courses outside 
of school or specific jobs at this stage.   

The link here will take you to the My World of Work website where you will find advice on 
choosing your subjects for next session. 
 

 

Read the entry requirements for each course carefully, if you do not meet the entry 
requirements you will not be allowed to remain in the course.  To gain successful entry to 
a course some straightforward advice is: 

• Make sure you are choosing realistic levels of study for next session 

• Work hard to make sure you get the grades you are aiming for 

If a course specifies and A or B at National 5 to progress to Higher, this will be because 
your chances of passing are massively decreased if you get a C at Nat 5.  If you really need 
a subject at Higher and have a Nat 5 C, you might want to consider taking the Higher over 
2 years.  You should discuss this with the Curriculum Leader for the subject.  Pupils can 
work towards Higher units as they develop their skills. 
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Mythbusters  
  False!   Further Education relates to college courses up to 

National Certificate Level (SCQF Level 6). 

Higher Education relates to qualifications above this level, for 
example HNC, HND and degrees.  

You can study to either Further Education level or Higher 
Education level at College.  Universities only offer courses at 
Higher Education Level. 

False! 

Colleges offer a huge range of courses at a wide range of levels.  They have 
very specialised facilities that a school can’t match.  The courses on offer 
are suitable for pupils of all ability ranges (Edinburgh College sends more 
students to Edinburgh University than any other school or college does).  

Here is a link to a useful Progression Map to show how various courses link 
together.  You can download the college prospectus here. 

Colleges work closely with employers and universities to make sure their 
courses prepare young people well for the workplace or further study. 

College is for less academic pupils 
 

False! 

For many students, moving to university is a good choice after school but 
For many others there may be better choices.   

The level of independent study required at University can make it hard to 
manage the workload.  An alternative route is to go to college first, study 
for an HNC/HND and gain entry into University (sometimes straight into 
second year, check out the Progression Map).  

This can be a very positive experience as students gain confidence as the 
work progresses at a more suitable rate.  The nature of the work can be 
more relevant and motivating.  The skills developed will be of direct 
relevance to the employment sector you are working within, making you 
an attractive candidate for employers. 

There are also a range of Graduate Apprenticeships where you are in a paid 
job and your employer supports you through University.  

 
False! 

See the entry on the right and don’t worry too much.  Have a chat with the 
careers advisers who will be able to re-assure you and advise on the options 
open to you. 

Being honest with yourself and others is the start of getting back on track.  If 
you want more qualifications after school, aim for a college place and work 
your way up that way.   

It may take a little longer but you will come out with a good set of skills.   

 

I’ve messed up 
S4/S5, that’s the end 
of any plans for me! 

 

False! 

It is obviously disappointing 
to fail a course but It really 
isn’t the end of the world.  It 
can be an opportunity to take 
stock and think about what 
you want and how you are 
going to get there.  The key 
element is how you deal with 
the failure. 

Most of us have failed 
numerous things, you need to 
get up, dust yourself down 
and try again (or perhaps try 
something different). 

Ask around, you might be 
surprised at the number of 
successful people who have 
had a few set backs over the 
years. 

Failing exams messes 
up your whole life 

 

Aren’t Higher and Further 
Education the same thing? 

 

I need to go straight 
to university to get a 
degree 

 

http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/curriculum%20map%20booklet.pdf
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/welcome/our-prospectus
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/curriculum%20map%20booklet.pdf
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/graduate-apprenticeships/
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False! 

We have a range of levels on offer as well as other opportunities 
such as Foundation Apprenticeships and college courses.   

Gaining 5 Highers each year in S5 and S6 is too much for a good 
number of students.  We build our timetable around what you ask 
for and the combination of subjects varies from year to year. It is 
really important you are honest with yourself when you are 
choosing the levels for your courses.  You should aim high but be 
realistic.  

 

S5/6 Is all about 
Highers 

 

Mostly false.  

This depends on your route into University.  It will be true for 
demanding and competitive courses.  For many college and 
university courses it is about what you achieve by the time you 
leave school.   

The better you do in S5, the more options you will have.  However, 
if you are struggling with some subjects, it can be better to take 
your time, get a good N5 (or NPA) in S5 then build to a Higher in 
S6.  The less favourable option is to aim too high in S5, fail and 
struggle again in S6. 

If you are unsure about the best route for you, have a chat with 
your PSL or one of the careers advisers. 

 

You need 5 Highers 
in S5  to get into 
University 

 

False! 

You will need five very good 
Highers, usually including 
Chemistry or Biology (or 
Human Biology) and two 
from: 
Biology/Chemistry/Physics/M
aths (some Universities 
require Chemistry and one 
other).  

If you have a specific 
university in mind, you should 
check with their admissions 
office for details.  Some 
universities are happy for you 
to ‘top up’ with any missing 
subjects (eg Physics) in S6 
providing you get the 
necessary grades in any 
subjects in S5.  

Here is a link to entry 
requirements for medicine 
from St Andrews, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow Universities.  
Link to the entry requirements 
for Vet school are here for 
Edinburgh (Edinburgh does 
require Physics at N5) and 
Glasgow. 

 

False! 

Academic qualifications are only part of the story (an important 
part!).  Employers also value the following: 

• Flexibility 

• Resourcefulness and a problem-solving attitude 

• Reliability and punctuality 

• Communication skills 

• Team workers 

• Determination 

• Positive attitude, cheerfulness and energy 

These qualities are not measured by exams.  How could you develop 
these skills and be able to demonstrate to an employer that you 
have them?  On many occasions, the best person for the job is not 
always the one with the best grades, it is the one with the good 
grades and the best set of employability skills. 

Employers only value 
academic qualifications 

 

I need to study 
three sciences to be 
a doctor/vet/etc 

 

https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/subjects/medicine/medicine-bsc-a100/entry-requirements/academic-requirements/uk-qualifications/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/degrees/index.php?action=programme&code=A100
https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/medicine/#tab=1
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/degrees/index.php?action=view&code=D100
https://www.gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees/veterinarymedicine/#tab=1
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Perhaps. 

Coming back to school is a comfortable and straightforward 
option; it sometimes really isn’t the best one.  The best choice can 
be a bit scary though.  We get that and would be happy to support 
you in making a scary decision if that is the right one for you. 

If you have a clear plan about what you want to get from S5/6, 
work closely and openly with your teachers and Pupil Support 
Leader and keep an open mind about your future. This way you 
will increase your chances of achieving your preferred next step 
after school. 

If you come back to school because you did not know what else to 
do and it is what all your friends were doing, you might not be 
making the best choice.  

I will increase my 
chances of getting a job if 
I stay until the end of S6 

 

False! 

Apprenticeships can cover a 
huge range of levels and open 
many doors for progress. 

There are apprenticeships 
suitable for young people who 
leave at the end of S4 as well 
as university graduates and 
everyone between! 

You can see the equivalence 
of different qualifications if 
you follow this link. 

 

Taking an 
apprenticeship will 
limit my opportunities 

 

Very false! 

A Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) blurs the boundaries between work and 
school.  Successful completion of a foundation apprenticeship is worth at least 
one Higher.  Those who complete the FA also gain invaluable skills developed 
in a real-life work context.   

They may be called ‘Foundation’ but they certainly are not basic. You should 
be capable of working at Higher Level to sign up for an FA. 

You can find out which colleges and Universities are accepting them here.  
There is information Foundation Apprenticeships in a later section of this 
book. 

 

A foundation 
Apprenticeship is a 
low level, basic 
qualification 

 

False! 

There is a huge range of apprenticeships available to young people aimed at lots of different levels. There is a 
section in this booklet about apprenticeships.  Apprenticeships do cover the traditional ‘trades’ but much 
more besides.   

While updating this book, we just checked the  apprenticeships.scot website and found opportunities for 
Apprentice Software Engineers with Leonardo who will put you through a BSc in Software Engineering on day 
release whilst paying £17 500pa.  They want 5 Highers at BBBBC minimum. 

There are different categories of apprenticeship: 

• Foundation 

• Modern 

• Graduate 

You can find out more about them at the above website. 

Apprenticeships 
are only relevant 
if I want to go 
into one of the 
‘trades’ 
 

https://scqf.org.uk/interactive-framework/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46393/fa-to-degree.pdf
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
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Thinking about these questions might help you make some decision about your choices.  
Make a few notes about why you are coming back.  

 
1. Why do you want to come back to school? 
 
2. Do you enjoy school? 

 
3. If so, what do you enjoy about it?  If not, what do you not enjoy? 

 
4. What is your attendance and punctuality like (you can get this information from 

your report or your pupil support leader)? 
 

5. Are your prelim grades indicating you will meet the entry requirements for the 
courses you want to do? 

 
6. When do you plan to leave school? 

 
7. What do you plan to do when you leave? 

 
8. What qualifications do you need to do this? 

 
9. Is there anything you are uncertain or worried about in coming back to S5/6? 

 

The range of courses offered at AH levels varies from year to year depending on demand.  If 
you are taking Advanced Highers we expect you to complete the course. If you drop a 
course after your UCAS form has been submitted, we will ask you to notify UCAS of this. 
 
Advanced Highers are not essential for many courses and some institutions prefer a wider 
range of Highers.  We would ask that you look into this when making your choices. 
 
We also have YASS courses that are offered at SCQF Level 7 which is equivalent to 
Advanced High (or first year at University).  Some of the courses on offer are very relevant 
to future study and are sometimes more specialised than the school courses. YASS courses 
can be a very attractive alternative to an AH course. 
 
Taking a YASS course requires significant self-discipline and a strong motivation to study.  
Whilst there are no formal entry requirements, it would be sensible to apply for these if 
you have passed Higher English and have performed well in subjects linked to the course 
you are interested in.   
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• S5 students must choose five options and it is possible to select a combination of Higher 
and National 5/4 courses.  We will ask you to choose a one reserve course. 

• Foundation Apprenticeships, Work experience, or a college course can be an option 
choice. Students choosing one of these should choose a ‘back-up’ option in case it is 
needed. 

• If you choose a college course and fail to get in, you will be asked to choose a course at a 
later date.  There is a chance you will have restricted options. 

 

• S6 Students must select a minimum of four options which should be followed the 
duration of the session. We will ask you to choose a one reserve course. 

• Foundation Apprenticeships, Work experience, or a college course can be an option 
choice. Students choosing one of these should choose a ‘back-up’ option in case it is 
needed. 

• If you choose a college course and fail to get in, you will be asked to choose a course at a 
later date.  There is a chance you will have restricted options. 

Meeting Deadlines 
Getting everyone into their courses is a complex job and we need the information on time 
to be able to get started.  If you are late you may reduce your chances of getting the 
courses you want to study 

Pupil Commitment 
We plan our courses on offer on pupil choices.  A firm commitment to the chosen subjects 
for the entire session is expected from all pupils, it is often not possible to make changes 
later in the session. 

Realistic Aspirations 
It is important that pupils pick courses that are at a level that allows sensible and 
sustainable levels of study. It is in your interests to make sure you meet entry requirements 
and listen to the advice of your teachers.  
. 

Despite the wide range of subjects available at Portobello High School, it is inevitable that 
there will be a few combinations of subjects that cannot be timetabled together.   

Classes may not run if numbers are too low.  It is almost impossible for is to add classes 
later, so it is important pupils make firm decisions and not change their mind later.  This can 
be an issue if pupils hand their form in late as we are unable to accurately calculate the 
number of classes we need to run. 

In these cases, we will use reserve subjects and chat with those affected to explain the 
problem and offer alternatives. 

Making your Choices 
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Course Level Course Level 

Building Services Engineering with 
Plumbing 

4 German National 5 5 

Electrical Skills - SQA Units 4 Introduction to Events Co-ordination  5 

Construction NPA 4 Retailing Skills for Work 5 

Light Vehicle or Automotive:  Body & 
Paint 

4 Music Business with Sound Production 
(Two level 6 NPA Qualifications) 

6 

Motor Vehicle Industry: Light Vehicle 4 Acting & Performance with 
Professional Theatre Preparation 
(Two level 6 NPA Qualifications) 

6 

Early Learning & Childcare Skills for 
Work 

4/5 Technical Theatre NPA 6 

Certificate in Hair and Beauty Skills   4/5 Design Engineer Construct (DEC) TQUK 
Level 2 Certificate  

6 

Dance NPA 4/5 Intro to Early Learnng & Primary 
Teaching SQA Units 

6 

Make-up Artistry NPA  5 Skills for Work Health & Social Care 
(Higher)  

6 

Creative Industries Costume NPA 5 legal Services with Police studies  NPA 6 

Design Engineer Construct 5 Criminology NPA 6 

Engineering Skills Skills for Work 5 Higher German 6 

Access to FA Engineering  5 Higher Italian 6 

Health & Social Care Academy          5 Travel & Tourism (The Business of 
Tourism) NPA 

6 

Access to Accounting 5 Travel & Tourism (The Business of 
Travel) NPA 

6 

Business with Information 
Technology NPA  
(Pathway to FA Business, Finance, 
Accounting) 

5 Engineering Academy  7 

  
Police Studies (2 year course) HNC 7 

 

There are a fantastic range of pathways through college and the courses below can help get you 
started on your next steps after school.  Check out the Progression Map from the college. 
 
These courses can be taken in place of a course and they take place on a Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon.  In taking a collage course, you may miss a period of one other subject, but you are given 
to ‘catch up’ study periods to compensate for this. 

It takes between 50 minutes to 1 hour 10 minutes to get to college depending on which campus you 
are at. The classes typically run from 1:30pm until 4:00pm.  The school meets the travel costs for 
attending college, but you will need to travel during lunch. The full list of courses can be found here. 

 

College Courses 

http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/curriculum%20map%20booklet.pdf
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/schools
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Course SCQF Level Duration  

Accountancy 6 2 Years Sighthill 

Business Skills  6 2 years Sighthill 

Childcare 6 2 years Castlebrae (tbc) 

Civil Engineering  6 2 years Granton 

Creative & Digital Media 6 2 years Milton Rd or Sighthill 

Engineering 6 2 years Midlothian 

Financial Services  6 2 year Sighthill 

Food & Drink Technologies 6 2 years Milton Rd 

IT and Software Development  6 2 years Subject to demand 

Scientific Technologies  6 2 years Sighthill 

Social Services and Healthcare 6 2 years Castlebrae (tbc) 

Learn about the world of work and gain industry knowledge while you're still at school 

Choose a Foundation Apprenticeship and you'll quickly discover the benefits they bring. 

• Gain a qualification that’s the same level as a Higher* 

• Learn essential skills employers want and strengthen your CV or personal statement 

• Recognised by all Scottish universities and colleges 

• Supports your application for a Modern Apprenticeship 

 

*You should be working at Higher level in some subject to apply for an FA 

1. Choose the apprenticeship as part of your subject choices in S4 or S5* 

2. Spend time with a learning provider, such as a college 

3. Work on industry projects supported by experienced colleagues  

4. Get assessed on the work you do to achieve the qualification  

5. Successfully finish the apprenticeship so you earn the qualification and essential skills 
employers want 

 

*In S5 an FA takes the place of 2 courses and is subject to sufficient demand 

• Year 1: College for eight hours per week (Tues and Thus afternoons) completing the 
National Progression Award  

• Work placements will take place, details to be advised.  These may take place during 
holidays  

• Work visits, visiting lecturers, employer challenge projects etc. taking place in both years 

 

Foundation Apprenticeships   
Amazing Opportunity  

O
u

tlin
e

 
  

H
o

w
 it w

o
rk

s
 

C
o

u
rs

e
s

 A
v

a
ila

b
le

 

T
im

in
g

s
 

http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20accountancy.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20business%20skills.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20civil%20engineering.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20creative%20and%20digital%20media.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20engineering.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20financial%20services.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20food%20and%20drink.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20it%20software%20development.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20scientific%20technologies.pdf
http://doc.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/foundation%20apprenticeships%20student%20guide.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46393/fa-to-degree.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46392/table-fa-to-coll.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/46394/fa-to-ma-graphic.pdf
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Full description of these courses provided in the booklet. 
 

Subject Level 

L4 L5 L6 L7 

N4 N5 H AH 

Administration and IT     

Art & Design     

Baking & Cake Craft     

Biology     

Business Management     

Chemistry     

Computing Science     

Dance     

Design and Manufacture     

Digital Media Editing     

Drama     

Early Education and Childcare     

Engineering Science     

English     

Fashion and Textile Technology     

French     

Games Design     

Geography     
Graphic Communication     

Health and Food Technology     

History     

Hospitality- Practical Cookery     

Human Biology     

Lab Skills     

Mathematics     

Media      

Modern Studies     

Music     

Physical Education     

SQA Leadership (PE) level 5     

Photography     

Psychology     

Physics     

Practical Woodworking     

Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)     

Science Baccalaureate (S6 only)     

Spanish     

 

  

School Based Academic Qualifications 
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YASS is designed to bridge the gap between school and university, college or employment 
and helps motivated students stand out from the crowd. It encourages independent 
learning and builds confidence. Key skills like time management and accessing electronic 
resources are developed. 

Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (YASS) gives S6 students in Scotland the unique 
opportunity to study a range of university level courses in school alongside their other 
studies. 

A YASS course would count as one of your choices 

• There are a wide range of subject choices, in areas including Science, Engineering, Business 
Studies, IT and Computing, Arts, Mathematics, Health and Social Care, Sport and Exercise, 
and Languages. 

• Each course offered through YASS is Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) 
Level 7, equivalent to first year university level. 

• Courses can last from five to nine months and are clearly structured with timetables and 
deadlines. 

• The downloadable 2020/21 YASS Guide includes a list of courses that can be studied. 

• Studying with The OU gives you the flexibility to decide when and where you study each 
week. 

• Shorter courses normally require up to eight hours of study a week, while a longer one can 
require up to 14 hours a week. 

 

YASS (Open University courses) 
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http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools/what-can-i-study
http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/sites/www.open.ac.uk.scotland/files/files/YASS-guide-2020_KC(2).pdf
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This course is open to young people who meet LEAPs eligibility criteria and is designed to 
give you the skills and experience needed to make a positive transition from school to 
university. You will work with academics and students on first-year university level 
academic skills, developing your confidence and an understanding of what it takes to be 
successful at university. This is a unique opportunity to get the ‘uni’ experience before 
starting it for real. 

This will aid your transition to university no matter what course you plan to study in the 

future. You can find out more about LEAPs here. 

The course will focus on the key academic skills considered as essential for success at 
university. Taught by university staff, you will have the chance to try out new concepts and 
skills before completing a subject based project of your choice. There will be individual 
pieces of work, and times when you will work as a team. 

There will be ongoing formative assessment, in other words, feedback opportunities on 
your progress and the chance to ‘try out things’ before more formal assessments.  

You will also be given feedback to feed-forward into your university studies – ideas and 
strategies to take with you to your 1st year studies.  

This course will be at SCQF Level 7 – i.e. 1st year university level. We are currently working 
to have the course formally accredited and will keep you updated as this process 
progresses. 

The course will be taught at least partly online – although we plan do some teaching 
at Edinburgh-based universities where possible. Frequency of travel is to be 
confirmed 

The course will begin in September 2021 and finish by Easter 2022.  

We aim to run two sessions per week on Tues and Thurs afternoons.  

We envisage that if on the university campus, the sessions will run from 14.00-16.30, 
and when in the school, it will last the final two periods of the school day. 

All you need to be able to take this course 

• in S6* when it starts  

• LEAPS-eligible  

• The ability to gain three Highers by the end of S6  

• Planning to make a UCAS application (this year, or in the future).  

 

LEAPS S6 Transition Course 
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https://www.leapsonline.org/node/1081
https://www.leapsonline.org/schoolstudents
https://www.leapsonline.org/node/1081
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Pupil Comments 

I would definitely recommend this 
course as I have found it extremely 
enriching and fun and I have been able 
to meet some new people and also gain 
another qualification. It also gave me a 
taste of what uni will be like. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed it and I think it is an 
opportunity that more people should 
consider because it is really beneficial. 

At the start I was a little bit scared to sign up for YASS 
because I didn’t really know much about it and I didn’t 
know how it would compare to my other subjects but 
once I got started I realised it was much the same 
workload as any of my other subjects.  

 

The OU frequently send out help guides and offer support 
throughout the entirety of the course and are always there to 
answer any questions. The materials are very extensive and there is 
a vast amount of different types that you can use.  

 

It’s universally accessible and 
you’re never left feeling unsure. 
At the start, balancing my work 
was quite difficult since it’s so 
different to the school system 
however I got the hang of it 
quite quickly. The assessments 
all differentiate in terms of 
difficulty. It really depends what 
you’re good at.  

 

I liked the structure of the work. It was 
very organised and never deviated. I 
also liked the fact that you could see 
exactly what you would be doing for 
each block 

I would definitely recommend this 
course as I have found it extremely 
enriching and fun and I have been able 
to meet some new people and also gain 
another qualification. It also gave me a 
taste of what Uni will be like. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed it and I think it is an 
opportunity that more people should 
consider because it is really beneficial. 

I was looking forward to signing up because I missed 
having math in my timetable. Using the OU materials 
was confusing at first but speaking to my tutor helped 
clarify things.  

 

I particularly enjoy that you can see everything you are meant to 
complete is listed in order on the course homepage in a to-do list 
format.  This helps me understand what I’m meant to be doing. 
Unfortunately, I am currently struggling to manage the work because 
I have a lot of tasks to do at the moment relating to university 
applications, and other schoolwork.  

 

There are two main kinds of 
assessments in the course, 
computer marked tests, and 
tutor marked tests. I have found 
the tutor’s feedback on the tutor 
marked tests to be very helpful 
and insightful, they allow me to 
perform better next time.  

 

The quality of the materials is a 
highlight of the course. Soon after 
enlisting for the course, I received 
multiple high-quality course books with 
questions, examples, and explanations.  

 
I also dislike the statistics data 
program as I find it hard to use. I 
would recommend the course to 
anyone with better time management 
skills than me! 
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Applying for a Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative 
and Digital media, the range of equipment is what 
captured my attention. The college facilities are more 
sophisticated than that in the school. 

 

Making friends and connections was really 
daunting and I still felt like I stuck out like a sore 
thumb sometimes, but I would say I have learnt 
more about myself by branching out. Making new 
friends should not be what puts you off from 
joining college as everyone is going through the 
same thing.  

 

The travel to the Sighthill 
Campus was always a hassle, 
since I often had to go to work 
after which was in another part 
of Edinburgh, however the taxi 
rides with people travelling to 
the campus were one of the best 
parts! I became close with other 
people in the year that I hadn’t 
spoken to and we always had a 
giggle. Overall  

 

Overall, I found the assignments very 
easy, being pass or fail if you were 
trying to do well you tend to get a good 
mark.  

 

I recommend FAs if you are looking for 
a more hands on way of learning and a 
change of learning style than that of 
school.  

 

I would recommend this course to students 
who want to pursue a career in the Finance 
field as the Foundation Apprenticeship 
allowed me to work towards a SCQF level 6 
(higher) qualification in college through a 
mixture of studying and work placement. 

Studying in college has also prepared me for university as I have learned to 
take responsibilities and set priorities. The college and lecturers were very 
welcoming and extremely supportive with when I needed help in class and 
offered remediations for students who failed their assessments first go.  

 

This has given me a head start as it 
widened my knowledge through work-
based learning opportunities such as 
Zen Accounting and has given me a real 
insight on how the Accountancy world 
really operates and what I will need to.  
 

Since joining, Edinburgh College has 
offered lots of different opportunities, 
such as inclusion in different filming 
events (Lego Live, a short film for the 
National Galleries) meaning I was able 
to get a more authentic view into the 
media sector. We practice pitches and 
live streams and are allowed to be very 
creative in some of our ideas. 
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This section contains information about how many jobs are likely to be available over the next few years along with some ideas for the types of jobs available.  You 
can also see the different types and levels of qualifications you can take along the way.  There are plenty more than National 4,5  and Highers. 
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Pathways Diagrams 
Business & Finance  
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Computing 
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Construction  
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Creative Industries
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Engineering
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Health and Care  
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Sciences  
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Sport & Leisure 
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Tourism & Hospitality  
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My Choice! Type of Job I’m thinking about:

S3 English Maths

Language Science
Social 
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Free Choice 
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Free Choice 

2

Free Choice 
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My Skills and Qualities Possible Employment Routes
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College Courses

NC (one year)

HNC /HND/Degree

University Courses

S5

S4
English Maths
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My Choice! Type of Job I’m thinking about:
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Language Science
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Employability and Vocational 

opportunities 
 

 

Your formal education is only part of what will 
make you an attractive candidate to an employer 

either now or in the future.   
 

The opportunities in this section will give you the 
chance to develop all the factors that will help 

shape your future. 
 

There are some great opportunities out there, why 
not grab one and see where it takes you? 

 
Some of these opportunities will be of relevance 

whatever you decide to do at the end of next year. 
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Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (YASS) (S6 only) 
 Equivalent to Adv Higher in difficulty (SCQF level 7) 

Description  
YASS offers an opportunity to get an early taste of university study through The Open University.  It is 
designed to bridge the gap between school and full-time university and help able and motivated 
students stand out from the crowd. It also helps them develop an impressive academic portfolio which 
will differentiate them from other students when it comes to applying to other universities at a time of 
increased competition, especially for competitive courses such as Law.  Students can gain experience of 
a more independent style of learning which will stand them in good stead when they continue their 
degree level studies. 

Broadening horizons 
Open University modules provide an opportunity for students to deepen their existing knowledge or try 
a completely different subject. Students taking arts subjects at Advanced Higher of Higher level might 
like to study Maths or Science to broaden their skills for example. Alternatively, they might opt for an 
Open University module with relates closely to their subjects – improving their knowledge and helping 
them to approach topics in a different way. 

All of the modules are at SCQF level 7 (equivalent in difficulty to an Advanced Higher).  

Students are able to choose a 10-credit module in place of a traditional subject on their timetable. One 
credit point is equivalent to roughly 10 hours of study. 

There is also the option of choosing a 30-credit module, but this will be hard work! A 30-credit module 
would require approximately 4.5 hours of additional study per week on top of the time allocated in 
school for the entire school year. 

Module Choices 
The following list contains a selection of the 10 and 30 credit modules currently available: 

10 credit modules 

• Volcanoes, Earthquakes and Tsunamis  

• Molecules, Medicines and Drugs: A Chemical Story  

• Living without Oil: Chemistry for a Sustainable Future   

• Contemporary topics in Science 

 

• Galaxies, Stars and Planets  

• Lawmaking in Scotland 

• Maths for Science 

• The Frozen Planet  

30 Credit Modules 

• English for academic purposes 

• Communication skills for business & management 

• Fundamentals of accounting 

• Engineering: origins, methods, context 

• Introduction to computing and information technology 

• Technologies in practice 

• Discovering Maths  

• Introducing statistics 

• Essential Maths 1 

• Physics & Space 
 

 

• Beginners’ French 

• Beginners’ German 

• Beginners’ Spanish 

• French Studies 1 

• German Studies 1 

• Spanish Studies 1 

• Intermediate Italian 

• Exploring Languages & culture 

To find out more about the scheme 

Further details of the YASS scheme and how to apply can be obtained from Mr Oldham (Science) or from 
the YASS website. 

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools
http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools/what-can-i-study
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/s186
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/sk185
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/s176
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/s177
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/modules/s175
http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools
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School Based Courses 

 

 
 

This section contains details of all the courses offered in school. 

 

The actual courses we run will be dependent on the number of pupils picking a given course and 
our staffing levels.  These courses are being offered on the basis of previous uptake and current 
staffing. 

Pupils are advised to discuss the courses with their teachers before signing up for a course as 
changes at a later date are often not possible. 
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Administration and IT 
 National 5 
 Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Ferrier 

 
Entry Requirements 

 

National 5 
A Pass at National 4 Administration and IT would be advantageous, but not essential. 
 

Higher 
Grades A or B at National 5 Administration and IT and a pass at National 5 Maths 
 

The department welcomes students who have no prior experience of the subject but would like to 
attempt the course in one year.  For entry at Higher level, Candidates should possess at least one Higher 
eg in Business Management, Computing, English or Maths plus they MUST have at least a C pass at 
National 5 Maths. Please contact the Curriculum Leader of Technologies to discuss further. 

Course Content 
 

This highly vocational course equips pupils with first class IT skills which are much sought after by 
employers. Pupils will develop advanced software skills using eg. Word Processing, Spreadsheets, 
Databases, PowerPoint and Desktop Publishing.   Pupils will learn to produce a range of business 
documents using this software, developing their communication and presentation skills.  
 
Both the Higher and National 5 course have the same mandatory units: 

 

1. Administrative Theory and Practice 
The purpose of this unit is to enable learners to develop an in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of administration in, and the impact of IT on, the workplace. 

 
2. IT Solutions for Administrators 

Learners will develop the ability to use a range of business software, to an advanced level, 
covering word processing, spreadsheets, databases and other presentation software. 

 
3. Communication in Administration 

The purpose of this unit is to enable learners to develop a range of IT skills, some of them 
advanced, for research and communicating complex information to others 

Course Assessment 
 

Higher - a written question paper (30%) and an administration and IT computer-based assignment, 
completed in class (70%) 
 

National 5 – a 3-hour computer-based assessment, completed in class (70%), plus a 2 hour final, 
computer-based exam (30%). 

 
Career Pathways  

What can you do with a qualification in Administration & IT? 
 

• Any administration job, eg. Civil Service, Banking, Insurance.  

• Database Management 

• A variety of IT work - Word Processing, Spreadsheet, Database, PowerPoint  
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Art & Design 
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Adv Higher 
 Minority Time Interest Course 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Beynon 
Entry Requirements 

National 5 

• National 4 pass 

• Students without National 4 would be considered on attitude and merit. 
Higher 

• A, B or C at National 5. 
Advanced Higher 

• A or B in Higher Grade Art & Design 
Minority Time Course 

• No entry requirement 

Art & Design:  National 5 
Course Content 
Three main areas of National 5 are: 

• Design Activity in which students will research, investigate and produce solutions to Design 
problems. 

• Expressive Activity in which students will investigate, explore and record thoughts, feelings and 
observations using a variety of media. 

• Art and Design Studies, in which students are given the opportunity to study the work of other 
artists and designers. 

 
Assessment 

Practical folios                                  
Design             100 marks                         
Expressive       100 marks      
Art & Design Studies 
Written exam   50 marks     (Total 250) 

 

Art & Design:  Higher 
 
Course Content 
Three main areas of Higher are: 

• Design Activity in which students will research, investigate and produce solutions to design 
problems. 

• Expressive Activity in which students will investigate, explore and record thoughts, feelings and 
observations using a variety of media. 

• Art and Design Studies, in which students are given the opportunity to study the work of other 
artists, architects and designers. 

 
Assessment 

Practical folios                                  
Design             100 marks                         
Expressive       100 marks      
Art & Design Studies 
Written exam   60 marks   (Total 260) 
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Art & Design:  Advanced Higher 
 
Description of Course 
Advanced Higher is a one year course focussing on a thematic approach in either expressive art or 
design.  It involves working on a large scale and within sketchbooks. Critical studies and contextual 
thinking geared towards Art College and further education is an integral part and is realised through in-
depth study about Artists or Designers and their practise relating to a written visual arts study.   
 
Course Content 

Expressive/Design Studies unit  
In this Unit, evidence is required to show that the learner can investigate, analyse and evaluate the 
work and practice of artists/designers working within their selected expressive art or design area. 
They will express substantiated personal opinions on the artists’ work and practice producing a 
report of up to 1000 words. 

 
Expressive/Design Enquiry unit  
In this Unit, evidence is required to show that the learner can plan, research and develop ideas for a 
personally challenging expressive or design enquiry. They will produce a design brief or identify 
suitable expressive stimuli, demonstrate visual coherence and continuity throughout the 
development process, work with a range of expressive or design media, techniques and technology 
and evaluate their practical work in depth. 

 
Assessment 
 

Practical folio 
8-15 A1 presentation sheets and supporting sketchbook material to SQA   64 marks 
300-word folio evaluation                                                                             6 marks    
Art & Design Studies 
2000 word (max) study in depth                                                                              30 marks        (total 100) 
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Biology 
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Adv Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Walker 

Entry Requirements 
Nat 5 

• Pass at National 4 Biology (with teacher recommendation)  

• Grades A, B or C at National 5 in Chemistry or Physics 

• Pass at National 4 Science (with teacher recommendation) 
 
Higher 

• Grades A, B or C at National 5 Biology  

• Grades A, B or C at Higher Chemistry and /or Physics 

• All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum of a pass at National 4 Mathematics. 
 
Adv Higher 

• Grades A, B or C at Higher Biology or Higher Human Biology 
 

Biology: National 5 
Course Content 
Unit 1: Cell Biology 

• Cell structure 

• Transport across cell membranes 

• Producing new cells 

• DNA and the production of proteins 

• Proteins and enzymes 

• Genetic engineering 

• Photosynthesis 

• Respiration 
 
Unit 3: Life on Earth 

• Energy in ecosystems 

• Sampling techniques and measurement of 
the biotic and abiotic factors 

• Biodiversity and the distribution of life 

• Human impact on the environment 

• Adaption, natural selection and the 
evolution of species 

Unit 2: Multicellular Biology 

• Reproduction 

• Cells, tissues and organs 

• Stem cells and meristems 

• Control and communication 

• Variation and inheritance 

• The need for transport 

• The effect of life style choice on animal 
transport and exchange systems 

 

Assessment 
 

• Written internal assessment in each unit 

• External exam 
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Biology: Higher 
 
Course Content 
Analytical thinking and problem-solving skills will be developed contextually throughout the topics. 
 
DNA and the Genome 
In this unit, students will develop knowledge through study of DNA and the genome. The unit covers the key 
areas of: structure of DNA; replication of DNA; control of gene expression; cellular differentiation; the 
structure of the genome; mutations; evolution; genomic sequencing.  
This unit explores the molecular basis of evolution and biodiversity, while the unity of life is emphasised in 
the study of gene expression. An understanding of gene expression, at the cellular level, leads to the study 
of differentiation in organisms. In addition, the unit covers the evolution and structure of the genome and 
genomics, including personal genomics. 
  
Metabolism and Survival 
In this unit, students will develop knowledge by investigating the central metabolic pathways of ATP 
synthesis by respiration and how control of the pathways is essential to cell survival.  
The unit covers the key areas of metabolic pathways and their control; cellular respiration; metabolic rate; 
metabolism in conformers and regulators; metabolism and adverse conditions; environmental control of 
metabolism; genetic control of metabolism; ethical considerations in use of microorganisms, hazards and 
control of risks. In whole organisms, it considers adaptations for the maintenance of metabolism for 
survival. In addition, it examines the importance of the manipulation of metabolism in microorganisms, 
both in the laboratory and in industry, including ethical considerations.  
 
Sustainability and Interdependence 
In this unit, students will develop knowledge by investigating how humans depend on sufficient and 
sustainable food production from a narrow range of crop and livestock species, focusing on photosynthesis 
in plants. The unit covers the key areas of food supply, plant growth and productivity; plant and animal 
breeding; crop protection; animal welfare; symbiosis; social behaviour; mass extinction and biodiversity.  
The importance of plant productivity and the manipulation of genetic diversity to maintain food security are 
emphasised. The unit also covers interrelationships and dependence, through symbiosis and social 
behaviour. By studying biodiversity, the unit attempts to measure, catalogue, understand and address the 
human impact, including mass extinction. 
 
Assignment  
Students will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in biology and communicate findings.   
 
Assessment 

• Internal written assessments at the end of each unit.   

• Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 

• A practical/research assignment. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 
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Biology: Advanced Higher 
Course Content 

Check out the Maths for Science and Introducing Statistics YASS Course 
Cells and Proteins   
This unit builds on understanding of the genome from Higher Biology and Higher Human Biology. Students 
will learn about proteomics, protein structure, binding and conformational change; membrane proteins; 
detecting and amplifying a stimulus; communication within multicellular organism and protein control of 
cell division. The study of protein is primarily a laboratory-based activity and includes important laboratory 
techniques for biologists.  

This skills-based sequence covers health and safety considerations, through the use of liquids and solutions, 
to a selection of relevant separation and antibody techniques. In addition, much work on cell biology is 
based on the use of cell lines, so it includes techniques related to cell culture and microscopy.  

Organisms and Evolution   
This builds on understanding of selection in the context of evolution and immune response from Higher 
Biology and Higher Human Biology. Students will learn about evolution; variation and sexual reproduction; 
sex and behaviour and parasitism. It covers the role of sexual reproduction and parasitism in the evolution 
of organisms. Biological variation is a central concept in this topic. 

This unit covers suitable techniques for ecological field study. Methods of sampling and the classification 
and identification of organisms are introduced. Evolution is considered from the impact of drift and 
selection on variation. The study of sexual behaviour provides opportunities to use the techniques of 
ethology. There are opportunities to explore the systems approach required for the understanding of 
parasite biology. In addition, there are many opportunities to explore wider ethical issues relating to the 
importance of scientific knowledge and its application in challenging social and economic circumstances. 

Investigative Biology   
This unit builds on understanding of the scientific method from Higher Biology and Higher Human Biology. 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding of the principles and practice of investigative biology 
and its communication. The unit covers scientific principles and processes, experimentation and critical 
evaluation of biological research and can be delivered as part of the other topics. 

Students will do this through the key aspects of the scientific method, literature and communication and 
ethics; pilot studies, variables, experimental design, controls, sampling and ensuring reliability; evaluating 
background information, experimental design, data analysis and conclusions. The collection of experimental 
data will provide an opportunity to develop planning and organising skills.  

Project 
Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in biology and communicate findings.   
Assessment 

• Internal written assessments at the end of each unit.   

• Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 

• A practical/research a project. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 
Career Paths 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/biology 
All these jobs require some level of Biology knowledge: 

• Biochemistry 

• Biological Sciences 
Immunology 

• Biomedical Sciences 

• Microbiology 

• Pharmacology  

• Biology Teacher 

• Speech & Language Pathology 

• energy and power provision 

• environmental consultancy 

• research and development 

• scientific publishing 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/biology
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Business Management 
 National 5 

 Higher 
 Advanced Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Ferrier 
Entry Requirements 

National 5 
Pass at National 4 Business Management would be advantageous, but not mandatory. 

Higher  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Business Management  

The department welcomes students who have no prior experience of the subject but would like to 
attempt the course in one year.  Candidates should possess/be working towards at least one 
Higher for entry at Higher level. Please contact the Curriculum Leader of Technologies to discuss 
further. 

Business Management: National 5 &  Higher 

Course Content 
Both the Higher and National 5 course have the same mandatory units: 

1. Understanding Business  
Pupils will learn about sectors of industry, sectors of the economy, objectives, customer service, 
growth, internal groupings and structures, decision-making, internal and external factors, 
stakeholders and corporate culture.  

2. Marketing and Operations  
Pupils will learn about the role of the Marketing department, market research, marketing mix 
(7ps), public relations, role of the Operations department, stock, methods of production, quality 
and ethical and environmental. 

3. Finance and Human Resources  
Pupils will learn about the role of the Finance department, sources of finance, break-even, cash 
flow and budgeting, final accounts, ratio analysis, role of the Human Resources department, 
recruitment and selection, training and development, motivation and leadership, employee 
relations and employment legislation.  

Course Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed through a combination of a Business Management question paper (exam) and 
a business-related assignment (project). 

The question paper will require demonstration of a depth of knowledge, understanding and skills 
accumulated from across the course.  For Higher, this is worth 70% of the final mark and National 5 
this is worth 75%.  

The business-related assignment involves looking at a business and analysing a particular area of the 
business.  For Higher, this is worth 30% of the final mark and National 5 this is worth 25%. 
Career Pathways 
What can you do with a qualification in Business Management?  

 

• Accountancy 

• Stockbroker 

• Logistics 

• Management 

• Human Resources 

• Economics 

• Insurance 

• Sales 

• Tax 

• Banking 

• Marketing 

• Teaching 
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Cake Craft  

 National 5  
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Entry Requirements 

No specific entry requirements but a pass in National 4 Art and Design or National 4/5 Hospitality would 

be an advantage. A keen interest in Art would be ideal. This course can add breadth after National 5 

Hospitality. 

Description of course 
This is a mainly practical course which is relevant to the world of work in particular in the Hospitality 
Industry within catering or cake design. This course can allow pupils with an interest in Art to display their 
talent through a different medium.  

There is a theoretical element to the course which is assessed with an external written exam, as well as a 
design booklet, completed in class and externally marked.  

 It enables learners to develop a range of practical baking skills and also many cake decorating techniques 
and apply these through practical activities.  These include cake baking, designing cake themes, and cake 
decorating and finishing skills. The projects the students work on sometimes take several weeks to plan, 
design and make.   Students would be expected to contribute towards the cost of their cakes produced 
throughout the session. This can be paid in smaller installments. Costs for next year are not fixed as yet.  

 

Course Content 
 
Cake Baking 

Developing technical skills in cake baking, preparing and baking a range of cakes and other baked goods. 

These will include the baking of many types of cake including Victoria Sandwich, Swiss Roll, Madeira Cake 

and Rich Fruit Cake. 
 
Cake Finishing 

Prepare and finish cakes and other baked goods to a high standard by applying a range of finishing 

techniques.  Finishing techniques include the use of butter cream, marzipan, sugar paste and chocolate. 

These fillings and coatings will be used to coat and cover cakes of various types. Sugar paste will be used 

to produce model figures and edible decorations for cakes, usually following a theme. 
 
Assessment 
The final assessment is in 3 parts.  

• An assignment booklet completed in class based on a design brief and externally marked. 

• A practical assessment meeting the requirements of a design brief.  The students will design and 
make a celebration cake using the skills and techniques they have developed over the course. 

• A short exam paper assessing baking and finishing techniques which covers the whole course and is 
externally marked.  

 
Links to further study 
 
Ayrshire College  Bakery NC 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/courses/course?id=737000136929422&name=NC%20Bakery%20&deptId=737000002099035
http://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/courses/course?id=737000136929422&name=NC%20Bakery%20&deptId=737000002099035
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Chemistry 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Advanced Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr Walker 

 
Entry Requirements 

National 5 
Pass at National 4 Chemistry (with teacher recommendation)  

Grades A, B or C at National 5 in Biology or Physics 

Pass at National 4 Science (with teacher recommendation) 

All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum of a pass at National 4 Mathematics 

Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Chemistry  
Grades A, B or C at Higher Biology and /or Physics 
All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum of grade C at National 5 Mathematics 

Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Chemistry  

Chemistry: National 5 

Course Content 

Unit 1: Chemical Changes and Structure 

• Rates of reaction 

• Atomic Structure 

• Bonding related to properties of materials 

• Formulae and reaction quantities 

• Acids & Bases 

Unit 2: Nature’s Chemistry 

• Homologous series 

• Everyday consumer products 

• Energy from fuels 

Unit 3: Chemistry & Society 

• Metals 

• Properties of plastics 

• Fertilisers 

• Nuclear chemistry 

• Chemical Analysis 

Assessment 

• Written internal assessment in each unit 

• External Exam 

• Written assignment 
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Chemistry: Higher 

 
Course Content 
 
Chemical Changes and Structure  
This unit covers the knowledge and understanding of controlling reaction rates and periodic trends, and 
strengthens the learner’s ability to make reasoned evaluations by recognising underlying patterns and 
principles. Learners will investigate collision theory and the use of catalysts in reactions. They will explore 
the concept of electronegativity and intramolecular and intermolecular forces. The connection between 
bonding and a material’s physical properties is investigated.  
 
Researching Chemistry  
This unit covers the key skills necessary to undertake research in chemistry. Learners will research the 
relevance of chemical theory to everyday life by exploring the chemistry behind a topical issue. Learners will 
develop the key skills associated with collecting and synthesising information from a number of different 
sources. Equipped with the knowledge of common chemistry apparatus and techniques, they will plan and 
undertake a practical investigation related to a topical issue.  
 
Nature’s Chemistry  
This unit covers the knowledge and understanding of organic chemistry within the context of the chemistry 
of food and the chemistry of everyday consumer products, soaps, detergents, fragrances and skincare. The 
relationship between the structure of organic compounds, their physical and chemical properties and their 
uses are investigated. Key functional groups and types of organic reaction are covered.  
 
Chemistry in Society  
This unit covers the knowledge and understanding of the principles of physical chemistry which allow a 
chemical process to be taken from the researcher’s bench through to industrial production. Learners will 
calculate quantities of reagents and products, percentage yield and the atom economy of processes. They 
will develop skills to manipulate dynamic equilibria and predict enthalpy changes. Learners will investigate 
the ability of substances to act as oxidising or reducing agents and their use in analytical chemistry through 
the context of volumetric titrations. Learners will use analytical chemistry to determine the purity of 
reagents and products. 
 
Assignment  
Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in chemistry and communicate findings.  
 
Assessment 

• Internal examinations at the end of each unit.   

• Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 

• A practical/research assignment. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 
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Chemistry: Advanced Higher 

Check out the YASS courses: 
Molecules, Medicines and Drugs, Living without Oil; a chemical story, Maths for Science 

Course Content 
Inorganic and Physical Chemistry  
This unit develops a knowledge and understanding of the principles and concepts of inorganic and physical 
chemistry. Learners will discover how electromagnetic radiation is used in atomic spectroscopy to identify 
elements. They will extend an understanding of the concept of atomic structure by considering atomic 
orbitals and electronic configuration related to the periodic table. An understanding of the physical and 
chemical properties of transition metals and their compounds will be developed, as well as the quantitative 
component of chemical equilibria. Learners will develop their understanding of the factors which influence 
the feasibility of chemical reactions and will progress their understanding of reaction kinetics by exploring the 
order and mechanisms of chemical reaction.  
 
Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis   
This unit develops a knowledge and understanding of organic chemistry. Learners will research the structure 
of organic compounds, including aromatics and amines, and draw on this to explain the physical and chemical 
properties of the compounds. They will consider the key organic reaction types and mechanisms, and link 
these to the synthesis of organic chemicals. Learners will discover the origin of colour in organic compounds 
and how elemental analysis and spectroscopic techniques are used to verify chemical structure. They will 
study the use of medicines in conjunction with the interactions of the drugs.  
 
Researching Chemistry 
In this unit, learners will be given the opportunity to gain an understanding of stoichiometric calculations, to 
develop practical skills and to carry out research in chemistry. Learners will develop the key skills associated 
with a variety of different practical techniques, including the related calculations. Equipped with the 
knowledge of chemistry apparatus, techniques and an understanding of concepts, learners will identify, 
research, plan and safely carry out a chemistry practical investigation of their choice. The unit will equip 
learners with the scientific background and skills necessary to analyse scientific articles and use them in order 
to make informed choices and decisions.  
 
Project 
Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in chemistry and communicate findings.   
 
Assessment 

• Internal examinations at the end of each unit.   

• Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 

• A practical/research a project. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 

Career Paths 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/chemistry 
All these jobs require some level of Chemistry knowledge: 

Vet 
Doctor 
Dentist 
Nurse 
chemical engineer, science 
journalist 

brewer/distiller 
food scientist 
analytical chemist  
Agriculture Environmental 
science 
Oil and gas production 

Hairdresser 
Beautician 
Dietitian 
Pharmacist 
science teacher 
lab technician 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/chemistry


School Based Courses 
 

 
Page 54 

Computing Science 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr Ferrier 

 
Entry level 

National 5 
A pass at National 4 Computing would be advantageous, but not mandatory. 

Higher  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Computing.   
Entry may also be possible for those without the minimum grades by arrangement with Curriculum 
Leader of Technologies.  

Adv Higher 
A or B at Higher Computing Science 

 

National 5 & Higher 

Course Content 
 

1. Software Design and Development  
Pupils will learn to code using a variety of programming languages. They will develop skills in 
computational thinking and modelling by solving problems across a range of contemporary contexts, 
such as games and app development. 

 

2. Web Design and Development 
Pupils will learn about analysing and designing websites, thinking about effective website structure, 
navigation, layout and user interface. Pupils will learn to build their own websites using HTML, CSS and 
Javascript. 

 

3. Database Design and Development 
Pupils will learn how to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate practical database solutions, 
using a range of development tools such as SQL. 

 

4. Computer Systems 
Pupils will study the low level architecture of a computer. Pupils will learn how data is stored inside a 
computer system and how code is executed by the processor.  
 
Assessment 
 

The course is assessed with a formal examination (70%) and a coursework assignment (30%). The 
assignment is a project-based task that covers a broad range of skills developed in the mandatory units.   

 
Career Pathways 

A Computing Science qualification can lead to exciting careers such as: 
 

• Systems analyst • Multimedia programmer 

• Software developer • Social media manager 

• IT consultant • Database administrator 

• Web developer • Games developer 

• Information systems manager • Cyber security consultant 

• Network engineer  • Web content manager 
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Computing Science: Higher 

Course Content 
 

1.     Software Design and Development  
The purpose of this unit is to develop skills in programming and computational thinking through 
designing, implementing, testing and evaluating practical tasks. Pupils also develop an understanding 
of computer architecture and the concepts that underpin how programs work. Through investigative 
work, pupils will gain an awareness of the impact of contemporary computing technologies. 

2.     Information Systems Design and Development  
Pupils will apply their computational thinking skills to implement practical solutions using a range of 
development tools.  These include Web Design with HTML/CSS and associated scripting languages 
and relational databases. Pupils also develop an understanding the technical, legal, environmental, 
economic and social issues related to one or more information systems. 

 
Assessment 

Each of the units are internally assessed throughout the course.  The assessments are mainly practical 
based activities and some written responses.  All pupils must achieve the standards set out for each unit 
at Higher level. 
 
The course is assessed with a formal examination (60%) and a coursework assignment (40%). The 
assignment is a project-based task that covers a broad range of skills developed in the mandatory units.   

 
Career Pathways 
 

A Computing Science qualification can lead to exciting careers such as: 
 

• Systems analyst • Multimedia programmer 

• Software developer • Social media manager 

• IT consultant • Database administrator 

• Web developer • Games developer 

• Information systems manager • Cyber security consultant 

• Network engineer  • Web content manager 
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Computing Science: Advanced Higher 
 

*** This course will not be running in session 2021-2022 *** 
Check out the YASS Courses on Computing and Information Technology as an alternative 

 
Course Content 
 

1.  Software Design and Development 
This unit explores a range of advanced concept and processes related to software development, 
including complex algorithms, data structures and high level programming. Pupils will develop skills in 
designing and developing modular programs using appropriate programming languages.  Pupils will 
be required to undertake investigation and practical activities in order to understand the differences 
between contemporary software development languages 

2.  Information Systems Design and Development 
Pupils will develop your knowledge and skills in the design and development of complex information 
systems involving online databases and their web access. Pupils will gain further understanding about 
how these systems are planned, designed and managed.   

3. Project 
This is a self-determined, practical task that covers a broad range of skills developed in the 
mandatory units.  Pupils will plan, design, implement, evaluate and report on a solution to solve an 
appropriately challenging practical computing problem. 

 
Assessment 
 

Each of the units are internally assessed throughout the course.  You must achieve the standards set out 
for each unit at AH level. 
 
The course is assessed with a formal examination (40%) and the internally assessed Project (60%).  

 
Career Pathways 
 

A Computing Science qualification can lead to exciting careers such as: 
 

• Systems analyst • Multimedia programmer 

• Software developer • Social media manager 

• IT consultant • Database administrator 

• Web developer • Games developer 

• Information systems manager • Cyber security consultant 

• Network engineer  • Web content manager 
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Cyber Security 
 National Progression Award: equivalent to  

 Nat 4 
 Nat 5 
 Higher       Curriculum Leader: Mr Ferrier 

 
Entry Requirements 

Students electing to study this course should be able to display a clear interest in cyber security.  No 
previous experience is necessary.  However, some experience of IT courses would be useful. 

The internet brings numerous boons for society and for business, but it has a darker side as a refuge, resource 
and recruitment tool for terrorists and criminals.  These courses will encourage learners to improve their 
cyber hygiene and enable them to identify security weaknesses safely, legally and ethically.  They may also 
provide a catalyst for a career in cyber security.  

Currently there is a skills shortage in this area; a shortage which will get significantly worse in the coming 
years, when demand for expertise in this field will far outstrip supply, resulting in a global skills shortage of 
two million people by 2017. 

The National Progression Award (NPA) in Cyber Security is a vocational qualification at a level equivalent to 
Higher or National 5 or National 4. 

The overall aim of the course is to provide knowledgeable and skilled individuals who are aware of the 
potential misuses of, and unauthorised access to, computer systems but who use these competences for 
legal and ethical purposes.  It also provides opportunities to develop key cognitive skills such as problem 
solving, analysis and evaluation. 

 
 
Course Details 

The following units will be offered sequentially: 

• Data Security – Students need to be able to explain the causes and effects of a data security breach; 
describe the legal and ethical obligations around storing and sharing personal and business data as 
well as demonstrate an ability to protect such data against security breaches. 

• Digital Forensics – Students need to be able to identify and preserve evidential sources across a range 
of devices and media, analyse, reconstruct and interpret data investigating its relevance to an enquiry 
and report on that information. 

• Ethical Hacking – Students need to be able to explain current legislation relating to criminal crime and 
hacking; describe the current tools and techniques used by ethical and malicious hackers to 
compromise computer systems as well as perform a routine penetration test on a computer system 
within a controlled environment. 

 
National Progression Award (NPA) 

Students successfully completing the three units will be awarded the National Progression Award in 
Cyber Security.  The level of award will depend upon the depth of learning demonstrated and how 
closely the student’s work relates to the assessment criteria at each level.   

Please note that all of these units can count towards a National Certificate (NC) in Computing with 
Digital Media. 
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Design and Manufacture 
 National 5 
 Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 Design and Manufacture 
Entry may also be possible for those without the minimum grades by arrangement with the 
Curriculum Leader 
 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Design and Manufacture Course  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Art and Design Course  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Graphic Communication Course  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Practical Woodworking Course 

Course Content 

Design 

• Identify factors that influence design and apply these to produce a detailed design proposal 

• Develop, communicate and evaluate design concepts for a design task and arrive at a resolved 
proposal 

• Evaluate an existing commercial product 
 

Materials and Manufacturing 

• Select and justify materials that would apply to a design proposal in an industrial/commercial context  

• Select and justify manufacturing techniques and processes that would apply to a design proposal in 
an industrial/commercial context 

• Manufacture a range of types of models or prototypes to inform and refine design proposals   
 
Assessment 

Internal 
Unit assessments 
 
External 
Examination worth 70 marks 
Approximately 55% of the marks will be awarded for questions related to Design.  
Approximately 45% of the marks will be awarded for questions related to Materials and 
Manufacturing. 
The assignment – 70 marks. 
Marks will be awarded for:  

• Design skills — this will include innovative ideas, skilled and informed development, effective and 
clear communication, and evaluation.  

• Practical skills — this will include precision in measuring and marking out, complex cutting, 
shaping and forming, accurate assembly of components, and high-quality and appropriate 
finishing. Evidence should include a design folio and a model or prototype. 

 
 

S6 pupils: check out the YASS Module on Engineering: origins, methods and context 
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Digital Media Editing 

 National Progression Award: equivalent to  
 Nat 4 
 Nat 5 
 Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mr Ferrier 
Entry Requirements 
Students electing to study this course should be able to display a clear interest in developing creative skills in 
image editing, sound design and video editing.  No previous experience is necessary.  However, some 
experience of creative IT courses would be useful. 
 

Use of digital media has grown tremendously over the last few years to the extent that most households have 
access to it and nearly all businesses make use of it.  There are many career pathways in the digital media 
industry – animation, interactive media, web-based media to name but a few. 
 
The overall aim of the course is for students to develop their knowledge and skills in the acquisition and 
editing of digital media in a safe and legitimate manner within the context of a specified brief.  They gain 
knowledge of the design process and acquire practical skills in a range of software applications and tools.  
Students will also cultivate their soft skills such as interviewing and responding to feedback.  Employability 
skills like communication and collaboration will be encouraged as they problem solve and reflect on their 
practice while progressing towards the production of aesthetically pleasing creations. 
 
Course Details 

Digital Media: Still Images Editing – Students will identify the image requirements of the brief, plan a strategy 
for the acquisition of the images, report on and justify reasons for their purposed strategy, present the 
images in a format appropriate to the requirements of the specified brief and evaluate the finished product 
and their own performance. 
 
Digital Media: Audio Editing – Students will explore the principles that underpin the editing and manipulation 
of digital sound files, become aware of the various file formats in which digital audio is stored, the sampling 
rates that determine the quality of recorded sound and compression standards in common use before 
creating sound in a digital format for use in a specified IT application and evaluating their product and 
performance. 
 
Digital Media: Video Editing – Students will describe the hardware and software requirements of digital video 
acquisition, devise a script or storyboard to meet the requirements of a specified brief, plan a strategy for 
obtaining the digital video material, present the edited narrative in a format appropriate to the specification 
and evaluate the finished product and their own performance. 
 
Assessment 
As this is a vocational qualification there is no final exam for the award.  Students are required to keep an 
electronic portfolio of work covering the outcomes in each unit. There will also be access to SQA Academy 
Learning materials. 
 
National Progression Award (NPA) 
 
Students successfully completing the three units will be awarded the National Progression Award in Digital 
Media Editing.  The level of award will depend upon the quality of the portfolio submitted, the depth of 
learning demonstrated and how closely the student’s work relates to the assessment criteria at each level. 
Please note that all of these units can count towards a National Certificate (NC) in Computing with Digital 
Media. 
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Drama 

 Higher 
 Advanced Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Beynon 
Entry Requirements 

Higher:  Grades A, B or C at National 5 Drama 
Advanced Higher: Grades A or B at Higher Drama 
 

Both courses are designed to allow a considerable degree of flexibility in themes/topics which can be studied, 
increasing personalisation and choice for learners.   

 

Drama National 5 

Areas of Study at National 5 

• There are two main elements regarding the structure of the course work: Drama Skills and Production 
Skills.  

 

Learners will: 

• Focus on using creative 
drama and production 
skills to respond to a range 
of stimuli.  

• Respond to and fully 
explore themes and issues 
in response to a range of 
stimuli 

• Create and devise a piece 
of drama  

• Use improvisation and role 

play  

• Focus on voice, movement 
and characterisation skills 

• Portray various characters  

• Explore drama form and structure  

• Explore production skills, selecting from lighting, sound, props, 
costume, make-up and set  

• Work with text  

• Use problem solving, planning and reflective skills as part of 
the creative process 

Course Assessment 

National 5 course assessment will have two components:  
 

• Practical Performance (60 marks) - the performance will allow the learner to demonstrate skills in 
either an acting or a production role.   

• The performance has two Sections: a performance and the preparation for performance. The 
performance component will be 50 marks for the performance in either an acting or a production role 
and 10 marks for the preparation for performance.  

 
• Question paper (60 marks) - will sample the skills, knowledge and understanding based on course 

work. The question paper will have two sections:  

▪ Section A will ask evaluative questions based on a performance in which the learner has taken part in 
either an acting or production role.  

▪ Section B will be based on responses to stimulus and applying knowledge and skills learned to the 
stimulus material.  
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Higher Drama 

Higher  
Areas of study at Higher:  
There is a  Two Unit Structure: Drama Skills and Drama: Production Skills.  
Learners will: 

• Respond to stimuli  

• Explore acting skills  

• Explore form and structure  

• Explore and analyse a set text  
 
Course Assessment  

Textual Analysis  – the analysis of a selected text. Students will be required to demonstrate 
knowledge of a text they have studied in terms of social, historical and theatrical context, and to 
show an understanding of how the text could be communicated to an audience through 
performance. 

Production skills in performance – short questions related to the set text explaining how theatre art 
could be used in a live performance. 

Performance Analysis – an analysis of a live performance that the student has seen focusing on the 
following areas; the director’s intentions and effectiveness, the designer concepts and effectiveness 
the acting and developments of characters and the choice and use of performance space. 

(Please note that in order for the student to analyse a live performance, it is essential that they 
participate in an organised theatre visit). 
Performance  – students will select a text to explore in depth from the perspective of an actor, 
director or designer.  

• Actors must: prepare for performance two contrasting roles from two different text – 
interacting with at least one other actor. 

• Directors must: conduct a rehearsal with actors using an extract from a chosen text lasting 30 
minutes. 

• Designers must: design a set for their chosen text and choose one other relevant production 
role (lighting, sound, costume etc. 

Learners will explore production skills, selecting from design, lighting, sound, props, costume, make-
up and set design. 

Learners will take responsibility for a directorial section of a presentation. 

Career Pathways 
What can you do with qualification in drama? 

• Actor 
• Stage manager 
• Producer 
• Lighting designer 
• Sound engineer 
• Set designer 
• Costume designer 
• Scripts editor 
• Camera Operator 
• Grip 

• Best Boy 

 

• Arts administrator 
• Drama teacher 
• Drama therapist 
• Voice coach 
• Television production assistant 
• Hair and makeup designer 
• Radio presenter 
• Theatre director  
• Researcher 
• Youth worker 
• www.prospects.ac.uk/theatre_director.htm. 

 

Note: A commitment to all rehearsals, including those held after school, as well as the regular upkeep of a 
personalised log book is essential for this course. 

http://www.prospects.ac.uk/theatre_director.htm
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Advanced Higher Drama 

There are two mandatory units which make up the course: 

• Drama Skills 

• Production Skills 
Plus  

• Course Assessment  
Advanced Higher Drama allows learners to explore both the practical and analytical aspects of the subject – to 
develop skills through practical aspects of theatre, the creative explorations of the art of theatre and its forms 
and practices.  

The aims of the course are to enable learners to: 

• Develop autonomy and independent thinking skills 

• Develop skills in performing within their chosen area of acting, directing or design 

• Develop individual creativity when applying skills in problem solving, analysis and evaluation 

• Analyse current theatre performance 

• Develop analytical skills in the interpretation of texts 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of theatre practice and key practitioners 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural influences on drama. 
 

Course Assessment - the course assessment has three sections:  
Component 1 – Performance (Actor, Director, Designer) 50 marks out of a total of 100. 
The performance will take place in front of a visiting assessor. 
 

Actors:  must prepare two contrasting roles from two different texts. One extract must involve interaction 
with other characters, and the second must be a monologue. 

• The monologue should be approximately 3 minutes and is worth 20 marks. 

• The interactive piece must last at least 20 minutes and is worth 30 marks. 

Directors: will prepare a substantial extract from their chosen text e.g. an act from a play that is structured 
into or acts of the equivalent. They will conduct a live rehearsal with actors from a section of their chosen 
act – approximately three pages – these pages will be chosen by the Visiting Assessor on the day of their 
visit. The rehearsal should last approximately 40 minutes. 

Designers: will design a set for your chosen text and chose two other related design roles from – lighting, 
sound, media, props, costume, make-up and hair. You will demonstrate your design concepts for the 
chosen play using plans, drawings, designs, plot sheets, mood boards etc., and produce a scale set model 
and designs/drawings/cue sheets for the two additional roles. You will present your work to the Visiting 
Assessor, and this should last approximately 20 minutes. 

Component 2 – Project – Dissertation 30 marks out of a total of 100. 

• identify a performance issue 

• carry out appropriate research 

• communicate your findings in the form of a dissertation 

• ensure your presented work is word processed 

• ensure your presented work is 2,700 – 3,000 words in length 

•  
Component 3 – Assignment - 20 marks out of a total of 100. 

The assignment has two stages:   

• Research 

• Production of evidence   
You will analyse a professional theatrical production and the work of at least one theatre practitioner 
(actor, director, and/or designer) involved in the production, in an extended response. 

 
There is no written exam for this course but all elements, the Practical exam, the Assignment and the 
Dissertation are externally examined. 
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Early Education and Childcare 

 National 4 
 National 5 

Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 
Entry Requirements 

No formal entry requirements. Students should be aware that this is a National 5 course with written 

assessments in each of 4 units. 

 

Description of course 

This course offers an experiential route into childcare.  It looks at broad links between the care, learning and 

development of children age 0-12 years. It provides an insight into working in early education and childcare.  

The course is especially useful for those interested in nursing, nursery nursing or working with children.  

During the course the students will have the opportunity to care for a ‘virtual’ baby within their own home.  

The students will be expected to give in class presentations to their peers as part of the general course work 

and assessments. This is a skill worth developing well prior to college or university. 

 

Course Content 

 

Working in Early Education and Childcare 

This unit involves teambuilding, investigations, research skills, discussions and presentation skills.  It looks at 

different types of childcare and how the sector supports children and families. A placement is part of this unit 

carried out in a local primary school. 

 

Child Development 

Introduces students to the key milestones of child development.  Students will work as part of a group and 

investigate one aspect of child development in detail.  Findings will be presented to the group and in a folio. 

 

Play in Early Education and Childcare 

This unit looks at a variety of types of play and how play contributes to the development of a child.  The 

students will have opportunities for practical play experiences. 

 

Parenting 

Students will learn about the responsibilities involved in parenting and the issues at each stage of 

development e.g. baby, toddler, pre-school, school age and adolescence. 

 

Assessment 

Unit assessments and practical task.  Some units require students to observe children in learning 

environments that will take place at local nurseries or primaries. Assessments are presentations in class 

supported by a folio of work and also written closed book assessments. 

 

 

Links to further study: Edinburgh College Childcare courses. 

 
http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Courses/Childhood Practice 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Courses/Childhood%20Practice
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Engineering Science 
 National 5 

 Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

 
Entry Requirements 

National 5 
Pass at National 4 Engineering Science 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Engineering Science  
 

 
 
Course Content 
The course is made up of 3 mandatory units  
 
Engineering Contexts and Challenges  

• Technological skills in a range of contexts and challenges  
Understanding of the impact of engineering on society and the environment  

 
Electronics and Control (Higher)  

• Skills in developing analogue electronic control systems  

• Skills in developing digital electronic control systems  
 
Mechanisms and Structures (Higher)  

• Understanding of mechanisms and structures  

• Skills in developing mechanical and structural solutions  
 
 
 
Assessment 

Assignment 
The assignment will contribute 40% to the overall mark. 

Question paper 
The question paper will contribute 60% to the overall mark. 
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English 
 National 5  
 Higher 

 Advanced Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Ms Allen 

Entry Requirements 

National 5  
National 4 English (including National 4 Literacy and Added Value)  

Higher 
National 5 English grade A, B or C 

Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C in Higher English 

English: National 5 and Higher 

 

Description of Course 

English courses engage students in reflecting on ideas, relationships, feelings, points of view and motivations, 
and on how language has been used to convey these.  This involves studying a variety of texts, in a range of 
genre including writing from Scotland.  Students are also engaged in producing language to clarify and convey 
these on a personal level.   

 

Assessment 

In order to achieve an overall award for the course, students must pass an assessment in performing 
spoken language in school.  They must then achieve a pass in the external examination.  The course 
award is determined by performance in three elements: 

Portfolio: Two redrafted essays, submitted to the SQA for assessment in second term (30%) 

Question Paper 1: Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (30%) 

Question Paper 2: Critical Reading of a Scottish Text, and another text studied in class (40%) 
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English: Advanced Higher 

Check out the YASS Course on English for Academic Purposes 
 
Description of Course 
The Advanced Higher English Course provides learners with the opportunity to apply critical, analytical 
and evaluative skills to a wide range of complex and sophisticated texts from different genres. Learners 
develop sophisticated writing skills, responding to the way structure, form and language shape the 
overall meaning of texts. 

 
 
Course Assessment 

Portfolio (60%) 

Dissertation  
Learners will produce a dissertation to demonstrate planning, research and presentation of their 
knowledge and understanding of an aspect or aspects of literature. This dissertation will be at 
least 2,500 words long and will have 30 marks. 

Writing  
Learners will produce two pieces of writing for two different purposes. The writing can be from the 
following types:  

• Persuasive / informative / argumentative  

• Personal/reflective  

• Poetry  

• Prose fiction  

• Drama  

Up to fifteen marks will be awarded for each essay. 
 
Question paper (40%) 

There is one question paper for the Advanced Higher English Course, with two Sections.  

Section 1: Literary study   

There will be a choice of questions from the genres of Drama, Prose fiction, Prose non-fiction 
and Poetry. 
This section will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark). Questions on the texts will demonstrate 
the skills of understanding, analysis and evaluation. Candidates will select one question.  

Section 2: Textual analysis   

There will be a choice of questions from the genres of Drama, Prose fiction, Prose non-fiction 
and Poetry. This section will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark). Candidates will select one 
question.  
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Fashion and Textile Technology 

 National 4 
 National 5 

Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 
Entry Requirements 
There is no entry level but students must have an interest in Fashion and Textiles. National 4 or 5 
Fashion and Textiles would be a definite advantage. This course is ideal in combination with Art based 
courses 

Description of Course 
 
This course is based around investigative techniques and practical fabric skills. There is no set written 
paper and assessments are completed in project form with supporting fabric item manufacture.  

Course Content  

• Fashion and Textile Technologies 
This is the first unit to be completed and consists of learning practical skills and techniques such 
as using the sewing machine, constructing items from fabric and developing basic skills. We also 
cover the properties of textiles and how this affects their uses e.g. Why do we use cotton for 
summer clothing? The final outcome is to make a textile item. 

• Fashion and Textile Choices 
This unit allows the learner to examine what affects different people’s choices of clothing and 
why different occupations have different uniforms from different textiles e.g. what properties 
does a firefighters uniform have to have OR what textiles are best for fast fashion items that are 
only meant to last a short time. Also covered is factors that affect the fashion industry and the 
consumer from Organic fabrics to Celebrity Endorsement. 

• Fashion and Textile Development 
This unit concentrates on examining fashion trends and the history of fashion. Learners will be 
expected to investigate a choice of fashion trend and discover how it originated. The effects of 
trends in fashion on the fashion and textiles manufacturer will be highlighted. The final outcome 
is to manufacture an item to fit with a chosen trend. 

 
 
Assessment 

• Unit assessments as detailed above and two practical tasks. 

• Course Assignment 
The final assessment takes the form of an assignment in order to investigate a given brief which 
is worth 60% of the final mark and the manufacture of a textile item to meet the brief which is 
worth 40%.  

 
There is flexibility in the course allowing students to choose different items to design and construct.  The 
choices include clothing, children’s clothing and toys, household items and bags. 
 
Links to further study 
 
Costume Design and Construction at Queen Margaret University 
Fashion Business. 
Courses in textiles at Heriot Watt University. 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.qmu.ac.uk/courses/UGCourse.cfm?c_id=79
http://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/details/index.php/P02602-1FTA-1718/International_Fashion_Business?utm_source=YYYY&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=courselisting
https://search.hw.ac.uk/s/search.html?collection=courses&f.Study+level|level=Undergraduate&query=textiles
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French 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr McCulloch 

Entry Requirements 
Higher 

Grades A, B or C at National 5 French OR Higher pass with grades A, B or C in Higher Spanish 
 Adv Higher 

Grades A, B or C at Higher French  
 

Higher and National 5 

Description of Course 
The Higher and National 5 courses will allow pupils to continue to develop their skills in understanding 
and using French. Pupils will study across a range of different topics building on their previous 
knowledge of French. Topic will include family relationships; healthy living; societal issues; new 
technologies; film and music; sport and leisure; school life; employability; and future plans.  

We anticipate having a native speaker French language assistant again in 2018-19 and Higher French 
candidates will work with them on a weekly basis to improve their confidence in speaking and 
pronunciation, and to gain a greater understanding of French culture. 

The ability to speak another language is a real advantage in the world of work. Studies have shown that 
those who study languages are considered by employers to have excellent communication skills.  

Speaking a foreign language also increases your opportunities of finding work both in the UK and abroad 
and those who speak a foreign language can often attract a better salary than those who speak only 
English. 

The aim of the course is to equip students with the language skills which will enable them to: 

• Understand detailed spoken and written French 

• Communicate well and confidently in French 

• Gain an appreciation for French culture 

• Develop self-confidence and social skills 

Course Content  
At Higher and National 5 level, students study work across four contexts: 

• Society 

• Learning 

• Employability 

• Culture 

Assessment 
In order to achieve the course award in either N5 or Higher, candidates must successfully complete pass 
the final course examination. 

External 
Higher: External final course exam in the skills of Reading (30%), Listening (20%), Writing (20%) and 
Talking (30%). 
N5: External final course exam in the skills of Reading (25%, Listening (25%), Writing (25%) and Talking 
(25%). 
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French: Advanced Higher 

Check out the YASS courses on: French Studies and Exploring Languages & Culture 

Description of Course 
The Advanced Higher course will allow pupils to continue to develop further their skills in understanding 
and using complex and detailed French. Pupils will study across a range of different topics building on 
their previous knowledge of French. Topic will include family structures; gender equality; technology; 
environmental issues; political issues; the press; film and music; and employability. 

The Advanced Higher course is suitable for those who are particularly keen to perfect their spoken and 
written French. We anticipate having a native speaker French language assistant again in 2018-19 and 
AH candidates will work with the assistant twice a week to improve their confidence in speaking French.  

Time in class will be spent allowing students to improve their confidence in handling complex language. 
We will continue to develop pupils’ skills in the skills of Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking. Writing 
at AH level moves to being more discursive in style; Reading and Listening activities tend to focus more 
on societal issues. 

The aim of the course is to equip students with the language skills which will enable them to: 

• Understand complex spoken and written French 

• Communicate confidently and fluently in French 

• Analyse a piece of French literature  

• Develop self-confidence and social skills 

The course is aimed at those students who wish to continue studying French beyond Higher Level either 
for interest and enjoyment or for preparation for a university or college language course. Pupils who 
enjoy speaking French and who wish to gain greater fluency in their spoken French would particularly 
enjoy this course. 

Course Content  
At Advanced Higher level, students study work across four contexts: 

• Society 

• Learning 

• Employability 

• Culture 

Students will also be required to complete the Specialist Study and Portfolio, which is a study of a piece 
of French literature with an essay in English critically examining the work. 

Assessment 
In order to achieve the course award, candidates must successfully complete all internal assessments 
and pass the final course examination. 

Internal 
Candidates will sit internal unit assessments – one each in the skills of Reading, Listening, Writing and 
Talking. 

External 
External final course exam in the skills of: 

• Reading/Translation (25%) 

• Writing (20%) 

• Listening (15%) 

• Talking (25%) 

• Portfolio (15%) 

Career Pathways 
• travel and tourism 
• translating 
• journalism 
• interpreting 

• performing arts 

• teaching (primary and secondary) 
• computing and ICT-related jobs 
• hospitality / hotel work 
• international aid work  
• administration 
• speech and language therapy 

• cooking 
• retail and customer 

services 
• travel and tourism 
• events management 
• marketing 
• business management 
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Geography 
 National 4 
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Advanced Higher       Curriculum Leader: Ms Bulloch 

Entry Requirements 

National 4 Pass at National 3 in Geography, 
History or Modern Studies 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 in Geography, History or 
Modern Studies 

 

Higher  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Geography 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Grade in History, Modern 
Studies or RMPS 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 in another Social 
Studies subject (in consultation with CL)  
Advanced Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Geography 

Geography: Nat 5 

Course Content 
The course consists of three units: 

Physical Environments 
 Learners will explore coastal and glaciated landscapes and investigate the processes involved in 

their formation. They will learn how people use and interact with these landscapes and the conflicts 
that occur as a result. They will also study the causes and effects of weather patterns which affect 
the UK. 

Human Environments 
 Learners will study a variety of issues relating to the human population and development. These 

include the factors that affect population growth rates, the places where people choose to live, and 
the reasons for differences in standard of living across the world. Learners will also investigate the 
changes that have taken place in urban and rural environments around the world and the impact 
these have had on people and the environment.  

Global Issues 
 Learners will study two major issues affecting people and places across the world. In the Health 

topic, learners will explore the causes and consequences of three major world health issues and the 
strategies that have been used to address these.  In the Global Climate Change topics, learners will 
investigate the causes and impacts of climate change and consider the strategies used to manage 
and adapt to these impacts. 

Skills 
 Throughout the National course, learners will gain the opportunity to develop a range of skills 

relevant to developing their knowledge and understanding of geographic issues. There will be 
frequent opportunities to practice map reading skills for a range of different map types including 
Ordnance Survey maps. Developing the skills required to interpret graphical and numerical data will 
be a frequent and important focus during lessons.  

 In addition, learners will have the opportunity to work on a range of research skills as part of the 
Assignment component of the course (see below). This will include practising different techniques 
to gather information, including fieldwork opportunities, and exploring ways to present the findings 
of their investigations.  

Assessment 
 The course assessment consists of an exam at the end of the course in May which makes up 80% of 

the course award. Learners will also complete a research assignment on a geographic topic or issue 
of their choice. This assignment is written up in a one-hour exam and makes up the other 20% of 
the course award. Throughout the year, in-class progress checks will be used to assess learners’ 
understanding and skills development. 
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Geography: Higher 

 
Course Content 

Higher Geography is divided into three main units each of which is made up of several sub-
topics: 

Physical Environments 
This unit focuses on the natural systems and processes that shape the Earth’s landscapes. In the 
Atmosphere topic learners look at the global heat budget, how global winds and ocean currents 
distribute energy, and the effect this has on the climate of West Africa. In the Hydrosphere topic 
learners study the global water cycle, the factors that affect river flow, and the formation of 
features in river landscapes. In the Lithosphere topic learners investigate coastal and glaciated 
landscapes and the processes that create distinctive features in these areas. In the Biosphere 
topic learners study the importance, properties and formation of different types of soil. 

Human Environments 
This unit focuses on how people shape places around the planet. In the Population topic learners 
look at how population information is collected, the impact of population change on different 
countries, and the causes and consequences of international migration. In the Rural topic 
learners study two very different parts of the world – the Cairngorms in Scotland and the Sahel 
region of North Africa – to investigate the problems people are creating there and how they can 
be managed. In the Urban topic learners look at issues related to housing and traffic in two cities 
and how they can be managed sustainably. 

Global Issues 
This unit focuses on some of the most important issues facing the planet’s people and 
environment. In Development and Health learners study the causes of differences in the 
standard of living between countries, strategies for improving health in developing countries, 
and global efforts to fight malaria. In Global Climate Change learners investigate the evidence 
that shows the world’s climate is changing, the factors that could be driving this change, the 
impact that climate change will have on a range of people and places, and the strategies being 
adopted to adapt to and limit the effects of climate change. 

Skills 
The Higher course provides learners with excellent opportunities to develop a range of important 
geographic skills which are also transferable to other subjects and areas. Practice in map reading 
is integrated into the course along with opportunities to interpret a range of graphical and 
numerical data. Learners will develop their ability to use these skills holistically in order to make 
decisions and draw conclusions about a variety of geographic issues. 

The development of research skills forms an important part of the course and is assessed in the 
Assignment (see below). Learners will develop their confidence in using multiple techniques to 
gather, present, interpret and analyse geographic information including the use of fieldwork and 
digital methods. 

 

Assessment 
The course assessment consists of an exam at the end of the course in May made up of two 
papers which makes up 73% of the course award. Learners will also complete a research 
assignment on a geographic topic or issue of their choice. This assignment is written up in a 90-
minute exam and makes up the other 27% of the course award. Throughout the year, in-class 
progress checks will be used to assess learners’ understanding and skills development. 

 

 



School Based Courses 
 

 
Page 72 

Geography: Advanced Higher 
 

The Advanced Higher Geography course is an excellent skills-based course designed to give learners the 
opportunity to develop a wide range of transferable skills that are relevant to researching geographic 
phenomena and understanding and evaluating geographic issues. 

 

The course requires learners to undertake a significant amount of independent work. As a result, it is 
excellent preparation for study at Further or Higher education level and gives learners a significant 
amount of freedom to investigate issues or topics that they find personally interesting or relevant. 

 

Course Content 
 

Geographic Skills 
In this unit, learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of a wide variety of 
geographic methods and techniques and apply these in order to plan and carry out a significant 
piece of geographic research. As part of this learners will develop advanced map interpretation 
skills using both Ordnance Survey maps and Geographic Information Software. They will also gain 
experience using and evaluating a range of gathering and processing techniques in the context of 
research and fieldwork into different geographic topics. Finally, learners will develop their skills 
in handling complex geographic data including the interpretation and analysis of a variety of data 
sets. 

 

Geographic Issues 
In this unit, learners will develop their critical thinking skills in order to explore and evaluate 
sources and perspectives on current complex geographic issues. Learners will apply these skills 
by researching and critically evaluating an issue of their own choice. 

Assessment 
Throughout the Advanced Higher course, learners will work on an independent project folio 
which accounts for 67% of their final award. The portfolio consists of two significant pieces of 
work. The first is the geographical study in which learners are required to plan and undertake 
detailed research into a geographic issue of their choice and present and analyse their findings. 
The second is the geographical issue in which learners are required to critically evaluate a 
complex geographic issue by identifying viewpoints from a wide range of sources and evaluating 
these viewpoints in order to draw conclusions. 

 

The remaining 33% of the course award is assessed in a final exam. This contains questions on 
map interpretation, gathering and processing techniques, and geographic data handling. 
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Graphic Communication 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 Graphic Communications 
 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Graphic Communication  

Grades A, B or C at National 5 Design and Manufacture  

Grades A, B or C at National 5 Art and Design 

 

Adv Higher 

Grades A, B or C at Higher level. 
 

Graphic Communication: Nat 5 and Higher 

Course Content  
 
2D Graphic Communication 
 

• Produce and interpret 2D orthographic sketches and drawings  

• Produce 2D computer-aided designed/draughted production drawings  

• Produce preliminary 2D designs and illustrations for a multi-page promotional document  

• Create a multi-page 2D promotional publication and a project set of promotional publications  
 
3D Graphic Communication 
 

• Produce and interpret pictorial sketches and drawings  

• Produce 3D computer-aided designed/draughted models and associated production drawings  

• Produce pictorial and 3D illustrations of geometric forms and everyday objects  

• Plan and produce pictorial and/or 3D models for promotional purposes. 
 
Assessment 

Internal 
Unit assessments 
 
External 
Exam paper worth 70 marks 
50% allocated to questions relating to 2D Graphic Communication 
50% allocated to questions relating to 3D Graphic Communication  
 
Assignment 70 marks. Marks will be awarded for:  

• Analysis and research  

• Preliminary graphics  

• Production graphics  

• Promotional graphics  
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Graphic Communication: Advanced Higher 

 
Check out the YASS Module on Engineering: origins, methods and context 
 
Course Content 
 
Technical Graphics  

• Knowledge and understanding of the principles, processes, techniques, technologies, and audience 
requirements as they apply to technical graphics.  

• Skills in the evaluation of the use of technical graphics techniques used in satisfying audience 
requirements  

• Skills in the planning and production of technical graphics for intended audiences  

•  
Commercial and Visual Media Graphics  

• Knowledge and understanding of the design principles, techniques, purpose and audience 
requirements as they apply to commercial and visual media graphics  

• Skills in the evaluation of the use of commercial and visual media graphic techniques used in 
satisfying audience requirements  

• Skills in the planning and production of commercial and visual media graphics for intended 
audiences  

 
Assessment 

Project  
The project will contribute 60% to the overall mark. 
Question paper 
The question paper will contribute 40% to the overall mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Based Courses 
 

 
Page 75 

Health and Food Technology 

 Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Entry Requirements 
 
Grades A, B or C in National 5 Health and Food Technology 
Grades A, B or C in National 5 English 
 

Description of Course 
 
The course focuses on health, the influence of food and its nutritional properties, and the dietary needs of 
individuals.  It also focuses on the application of safe hygienic and informed practices in food preparation. 
 
The course develops understanding of the properties of food in relation to food production, processing and 
the development of food products.  Issues that influence food choice are investigated to allow the 
consumer to make an informed choice. 
 
To gain the award of the course, students must pass all units as well as the course assessment which 
comprises of an assignment and a question paper. 
 
Please note that certification in this subject is based on theoretical work and is accepted for entry level to 
University and further education. This course is useful for those who wish to pursue a career in Nutrition, 
Dietetics, Sports Science or nursing for example. 
 
 
 
Course Content 

• Food for Health – the study of nutrition, special diets and food for health 

• Food Product Development – the new product development route, functions of a variety of food 
ingredients. 

• Contemporary Food Issues – examining new issues in food production 

• Course assignment 
 

 

Assessment 
Each unit is separately assessed giving credit to students as each is successfully completed. 
 
The assignment is worth 50% of the total marks and is completed in class with self-led investigations and 
then marked externally. 
 
The question paper is worth 50% of the total marks. Marked externally. 
 
Links to further study 

BSc Hons Nutrition 
BSc Nutrition and Food Science 
BSc Physical Activity, Health and Wellbeing. 
BSc Human Nutrition and Dietetics. 
BSc Applied sports science. 
 

 
 

https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2018-undergraduate-courses-folder/bscbsc-hons-nutrition/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2018-undergraduate-courses-folder/bscbsc-hons-nutrition-and-food-science/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2018-undergraduate-courses-folder/bscbsc-hons-physical-activity-health-and-wellbeing/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/2018-undergraduate-courses-folder/bsc-hons-dietetics/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/degrees/index.php?action=view&code=C610
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/degrees/index.php?action=view&code=C610
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History 
 National 4 
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Adv Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Bulloch 

 
Entry Requirements 

National 4 
Pass at National 3 in Geography, History or Modern Studies 

National 5 
Pass at National 4 in Geography, History or Modern Studies 

Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 History 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Grade in Geography, Modern Studies or RMPS  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 in Geography, Modern Studies or RMPS (in consultation with 
the Curriculum Leader of Social Studies) 

Adv Higher 
Higher History minimum C pass 

 

History: National 4 and National 5 

 

Learners will gain a better understanding of the historical background to modern society and many of the 
issues we face today. The themes of democracy, dictatorship, conflict and social welfare run through the 
course.  

Employers, Universities and Colleges are often looking for the skills you will develop through studying 
History e.g. the ability to analyse information and think critically.  History can link to careers in journalism 
and the media, law, politics and the civil service, scientific research, the entertainment industry, leisure, 
heritage and tourist industries, teaching and many others.   

The National 4 and 5 History course consists of three units, with one topic studied in each  

1. Scottish History - The Wars of Independence 1286-1328. This includes events involving the 
succession crisis, King John Balliol, William Wallace and Robert the Bruce.  

2. British History – The Making of Modern Britain 1880-1951.  This includes the problems of poverty, 
Liberal government policies to help the poor, the impact of WW2, and the establishment of the 
welfare state.  

3. European and World History – Either Red Flag: Lenin and the Russian Revolution, 1894-1921, which 
includes Imperial Russia; the 1905 Revolution, the February Revolution and October Revolution of 
1917. OR Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939.  This includes Weimar Germany, the Nazi Rise to 
Power, Nazi Control of Germany and Nazi Social and Economic Policies. 

 

Assessment 

The overall grade for National 5 History is based on a final exam, worth 80 marks, and an Assignment on a 
topic of choice, worth 20 marks. National 4 History is assessed by unit assessments and an Added Value 
Unit. 
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History: Higher 

 
Description of Course  

Higher History gives learners an understanding of the historical background to modern society and many 
of the issues we face today. The themes of democracy, dictatorship, conflict and social welfare run 
through the course.  

 

Employers, Universities and Colleges are often looking for the skills you will develop through studying 
History e.g. the ability to analyse information and think critically, the skills of evaluation, analysis and 
debate, including the ability to express and sustain logical and coherent arguments on a wide variety of 
issues.  

 

History can link to careers in journalism and the media, law, politics and the civil service, scientific 
research, the entertainment industry, leisure, heritage and tourist industries, teaching and many others.   

 

Course Content 

The Higher History course consists of three units, with one topic studied in each unit: 

1. Scottish History – The Wars of Independence, 1249-1328, including events involving the 
succession crisis, King John Balliol, William Wallace and Robert Bruce. 

2. British History – Britain 1851-1951, including government reforms to help the poor and the 
welfare state, and women’s campaign for the vote. 

3. European and World History – Either Russia, 1881 – 1921, including the causes of the 1905 
Revolution, 1917 Revolutions, and reasons for the victory of the Reds in the Civil War OR 
Germany 1815-1939, including the unification of Germany, the rise of the Nazis and the Nazi 
state. 

 

Assessment  

The overall grade for Higher History is based on a final exam and an Assignment. 

1. The final exam has two papers, lasting 1 hour 30 minutes each. In paper 1, candidates write two 
essay answers. In paper 2, candidates answer 4 source questions. The exam is worth 80 marks. 

2. An Assignment, worth 30 marks, on a topic of choice. Learners research and draft a response 
and then write this up in 1 hour 30 minutes. 
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History: Advanced Higher 

 
Advanced Higher History provides the opportunity to add depth to your History studies and to take 
greater responsibility for your own learning.  Advanced Higher History provides a bridge between school 
and further study. Critical thinking and analytical skills are crucial to the course and are very attractive to 
universities, colleges and future employers.  The ability to analyse information, reach a judgement and 
form a coherent argument is further developed through independent study and class activities.    

 

 

Course Content  

The Advanced Higher course looks at one topic in depth.  

The options for this course are: 

1. EITHER Northern Britain from the Iron Age to 1034. This is a study of the nature of Iron Age tribal 
societies north of Hadrian’s Wall, and the relationship between these societies, their changing 
beliefs and the effects invaders had on them. It covers the nature of Iron Age societies, Roman 
invasions, changing beliefs and the emergence of the Scottish kingdom.  

2. OR USA: A house divided, 1850-1865. This is a study of the causes, nature and outcomes of the 
American Civil War.  The course will cover American Society and Slavery before the Civil War; US 
Territorial Expansion; the 1860 Presidential Election and Outbreak of War; the War at Home and 
Abroad; Leadership During the Civil War; the Emancipation Proclamation; and Reasons for 
Northern Victory and Southern Defeat.  

3. OR Russia: From Tsarism to Stalinism, 1914-1945. This is a study of the Bolshevik rise to power, 
Lenin’s consolidation of power, the making of the Stalinist system and the spread of Stalinist 
authority. 

 

Assessment  

The overall grade for Advanced Higher is based on a final examination and a dissertation. 

1. The dissertation is work 50 marks.  This is on a topic chosen, researched, drafted and developed 
by candidates.   

2. The final examination is worth a total of 90 marks and lasts 3 hours. 
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Hospitality- Practical Cookery 

 National 5 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Entry Requirements 

 

Pass at National 4 in Hospitality with a strong recommendation 

Pass in National 4 in Health and Food Technology 

 

Description of Course 

 

This is a practical course which covers a range of cookery processes and techniques.  

 

Students who wish to take this course must have a genuine interest in food and cookery as skills must be 

learned and perfected in a short period of time. 
 
Course Content 
 

• Cookery Techniques and Processes 

• Understanding and using Ingredients 

• Organisation of Skills 

• Practical Course Assessment 
 
Assessment 
 
There is no written exam for this course but students are required to create a three-course meal for four 
people in 2½ hours. The standard for the cookery expected is very high and attention to detail is a must.   

 

 

Note: 

Students are expected to contribute £45 towards the cost of the dishes that they prepare throughout 

the year. 
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Human Biology 

 Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr Walker 

Entry Requirements 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Biology  
Grades A, B or C at Higher Chemistry and /or Physics 
All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum of a pass at National 4 Mathematics. 

 

Course Content 
Human Cells 

• Differentiation in somatic cells 

• Differentiation in germline cells 

• Research and therapeutic value of stem cells 

• Cancer cells 

• Structure and replication of DNA 

• Gene expression through proteins in health and disease 

• Human genomics 

• Metabolic pathways and cellular respiration 
 
Physiology and Health 

• The reproductive organs, gametes and fertilization 

• Hormonal control of reproduction 

• Ante- and postnatal Screening 

• The structure and function of blood vessels 

• The structure and function of the heart 

• Pathology of cardio vascular disease  
 
Neurobiology and Communication 

• Division of NS and parts of the brain 

• Perception and Memory 

• Cells of the NS and neural pathways 

• Neurotransmitters, moods and behavior 

• Infant attachment and the Effect of Communication 
 
Immunology and Public Health 

• Non-specific defences & Specific cellular defences 

• The transmission of infectious diseases 

• Evasion of specific responses by pathogens 
 
Assignment  

Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful 
and appropriately challenging task in human biology and communicate findings.   

 
Assessment 

Internal written assessments at the end of each unit.   
Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 
A practical/research assignment. 
External examination at the end of the course. 
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Laboratory Skills 
 

 National 5 
Curriculum Leader: Mr Walker 

Entry Requirements 
Pass at N4 Biology 
Pass at N5 Biology  
Pass at N4 Chemistry 
Pass at N5 Chemistry 
Pass at N4 Physics 
Pass at N5 Physics 
 

 

Lab Science is a Skills for Work course that is structured to provide students with practical and 
theoretical knowledge of the skills required to work in a laboratory. 

The course places emphasis on developing employability skills used in a laboratory. 

There is an onus on students to take responsibility for their own learning, supported by the teaching 
staff. The course is portfolio-based, meaning students must successfully complete a series of practical 
and written assignments spread across 4 National 5 level units to achieve the qualification.  

Candidates must attend class regularly to ensure that practical tasks can be completed, and coursework 
deadlines are adhered to. 

Students will undertake a range of activities:  

• Research 

• practical laboratory skills 

• self- evaluation 

• industrial visits/ visiting speakers.  

The four units covered are:  

• Careers using Lab Science 

• Working in a Lab 

• Practical Skills 

• Practical Investigation. 

 



School Based Courses 
 

 
Page 82 

Mathematics 
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Adv Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Livingston 

 
Entry Requirements 

National 5 
Pass at National 4 Mathematics 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Mathematics 
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B at Higher Mathematics. 

 

Mathematics: National 5 

 
Description of Course  

National 5 is designed to build upon and extend students’ mathematical skills in a way that recognises 
problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to integrate their knowledge of different aspects 
of the subject.  Where appropriate mathematical topics will be developed in context and the use of 
mathematical techniques will be applied in social and vocational contexts related to future work and 
study.   

This course is also designed to meet the needs of students who wish to progress to Higher Mathematics.  
Areas of study involve arithmetic, algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics.  Students will be 
encouraged throughout the course to make use of their skills in mental calculation as well as being able 
to make efficient use of calculators. 

Course Content 
This is arranged in three units:   

• Expressions and Formulae 

• Relationships 

• Applications 

Assessment 
The course is assessed entirely on the final course exam. 

 
External Exams 

Paper 1 (Non-calculator)   -   1 hour 15 min 
Paper 2 (Calculator) – 1 hour 50 min    
Each paper will consist of short and extended response questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mathematics: Higher  

 
Description of Course  
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Higher Mathematics aims to build upon and extend students’ Mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill and enables them to 
integrate their knowledge of different aspects of the subject.  Students who complete the course 
successfully are expected to have a competence in applying mathematical techniques, manipulating 
symbolic expressions and communicating with mathematical correctness in the solution of problems.   
 
This course also has the particular objective of meeting the needs of students at a stage of their 
education where career aspirations are important.  The course has obvious relevance for students with 
interests in fields such as commerce, engineering and science as well as being used to gain entry to a 
Higher Education Institution.  All students taking the Higher Mathematics course, whatever their 
aspirations should acquire an enhanced awareness of the importance of mathematics to technology and 
to society in general. 
 
Course Content 
 
Includes the topics of 

• Straight line 

• Graphics and Functions 

• Differentiation 

• Recurrence Relations 

• Polynomials & Quadratics 

• Integration 

• Trigonometry 

• Circles 

• Vectors 

• Further Differentiation & Integration 

• Logarithmic & Exponential Functions 

• Trigonometric Relationships  
 
Assessment 

The course is assessed entirely on the final course exam. 
 
 
External Exams 

Paper 1 (Non-calculator) – 1 hour 30 minutes     
Paper 2 (Calculator) – 1 hour 45 minutes          
Each paper will consist of short and extended response questions. 
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Mathematics: Advanced Higher 

 
Check out the YASS Courses on: 

• Essential Maths 1 

• Discovering Maths 

• Maths for Science 

• Introducing Statistics 
 
Description of Course  
Advanced Higher Mathematics aims to build upon and extend students’ mathematical learning in the 
areas of algebra, geometry and calculus.  
 
Course Content 
Methods in Algebra & Calculus 

• Use of algebraic skills 

• Use the rules of differentiation & further differentiation techniques 

• Integration using standard results and special cases and further integration techniques 

• Solve differential equations 
 

Applications of Algebra & Calculus 

• Use of binomial theorem 

• Understand and use complex numbers 

• Understand and use sequences and series 

• Use standard methods to prove results in elementary number theory. 

• Use of properties of functions 
 
Geometry, Proof & Systems of Equations 

• Use vectors in three dimensions 

• Use of matrix techniques to solve systems of linear equations. 

• Use matrix algebra 

• Use further number theory and direct methods of proof. 
 
Assessment 

The course is assessed entirely on the final course exam. 
 
External Exams 

Paper 1 (Non-calculator) – 1 hour minutes     
Paper 2 (Calculator) – 2 hour2 30 minutes          
Each paper will consist of short and extended response questions. 
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Media  
 National 5 

 Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Ms Allen 

Entry Requirements 

No previous knowledge or experience of the subject is required. 

However, Media Studies is a demanding crash course, which most students find more challenging than 
they expected.   

Initial presentation levels are not decided until students have had a chance to settle into the course, and 
adjust to the demands of a new subject.  The following entry requirements help indicate the level of 
demand students should expect. 

National 5 Higher 

• Grades A, B or C at National 5 English  

• Some practical experience of video production 

• Grades A or B in National 5 English 

• Grades A, B or C at Higher English 

• Skills, qualifications or practical experience in 
Art, Music, Drama, Modern Studies, Digital 
Media or Computing 

• Involvement in the Creative Industries 
Academies programme 

Description of Course 

The aim of Media Studies is to develop critical understanding and appreciation of the media and their 
products, as well as creative and practical skills in media technologies.  The skills of media analysis and 
creation are inextricably linked, and both depend on the key aspects of media literacy. 

Skills, knowledge and understanding 

• Analysing and creating media content, as appropriate to purpose and audience 

• Knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of media literacy, as appropriate to content 

• A range of evaluation skills 

• Knowledge and understanding of the role of media within society 

• Planning and researching when creating media content 

• Knowledge of contextual factors, constraints and freedoms that affect producers of media 
content 

Content 

Analysing Media Content Creating Media Content 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of 
the key aspects of media literacy central to the 
explanation (National 5) and analysis (Higher) of 
media content. 

Students develop the skills to create media content 
and evaluate production processes. 

 

Assessment 

To gain the award, the candidate must achieve all component units as well as the external assessment.  
There are two components to the external assessment. 

• An assignment, produced over a period of time, which focuses on planning, creating and evaluating 
media content, and demonstrates an understanding of production processes. (50%) 

• A question paper, which focuses on analysing familiar media content. (50%) 
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Modern Studies 
 National 4 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Ms Bulloch 

 
Entry Requirements 

National 4 
Pass at National 3 in Geography, History or Modern Studies 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 in Modern Studies, Geography, or History  
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Modern Studies 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Grade Geography, History, RMPS or Modern Studies 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Geography, History or RMPS (in consultation with the Curriculum 
Leader of Social Studies).  
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Modern Studies 

 

Modern Studies: National 4 and National 5 

Course Content 
 

• Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom 

• Social Issues in the UK: Wealth and Health Inequalities in the UK 

• World Issues: Poverty in Africa/Syrian Refugee Crisis 
 
Assessment 

Students will have the opportunity to be assessed at National 4 or National 5 level if their progress 
is appropriate for that level. All candidates are required to complete all three unit assessments 
successfully. 
 
Final assessment at National 4 level takes the form of three unit assessments and an Added Value 
Unit. 
 
Final assessment at National 5 level takes the form of an examination with questions which are a 
combination of knowledge and source based questions.  Candidates seeking an award at National 5 
level are also required to complete three unit assessments and an Assignment which is done in class 
time and counts for 25% of the final grade. 
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Modern Studies: Higher 

 
Course Content 

Unit 1: Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom 
This unit critically examines the political system of Scotland and the UK. Learners will look at topics 
such as electoral systems, the work of parliamentary representatives and factors that influence 
voting behaviour in both Scottish and UK contexts. They will also learn about the implication of the 
UK’s exit from the EU and possible alternatives for the governance of Scotland. 
 

Unit 2: Social Issues in the United Kingdom: Social Inequalities 
In Unit 2 learners will study the causes of health and wealth inequalities in the UK, looking at the 
reasons behind variations in life expectancy and poverty rates across the UK. Learners will also 
critically look at Government policies designed to tackle social inequalities and will analyse 
individualist vs collectivist approaches to welfare provision. 
 

Unit 3: International Issues: World Issue: Poverty in Africa 
This unit will focus on the causes, consequences and solutions to the issue of poverty in Africa. 
Learners will study the social, economic and political factors that have caused this issue as well as 
examining the impacts it has on individuals, families and communities across Africa. The 
effectiveness of work being undertaken by governments and international organisations to tackle 
this issue will also be analysed in detail. 

 
 
Assessment 

The course assessment consists of an examination and a research assignment. Paper 1 of the exam 
will assess learners’ abilities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills of analysis and evaluation 
through the completion of three essays. Paper 2 will allow learners to apply their skills through the 
completion of three enquiry skill questions. Overall, the exam accounts for 73% of the final grade 
for the course. The remaining 27% is assessed through the completion of a research assignment on 
a topic of their own choice. 

 
Skills 

The topics studied will broaden learners’ understanding of political, social and economic issues in 
Scottish, UK and international contexts. Through the completion of essays, learners will develop 
their literacy skills and will become proficient at analysing the impact of various factors and policies 
and evaluating their effectiveness. By completing enquiry skill questions learners will develop their 
skills of detecting objectivity, reaching conclusions and evaluating the reliability of sources of 
information. 
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Modern Studies: Advanced Higher 

 
Content of Course 

The Advanced Higher Modern Studies course is an in-depth critical examination of the study of 
Crime and Law in both our society, as well as others around the world. The course essentially 
examines crime and its impact on society, as well as looking at solutions to try to tackle crime, in 
particular the prison system.  

 

Course Content 

Context B – Understanding Criminal Behaviour 

This unit examines the main theories of crime, looking at biological, psychological and sociological 
theories of crime, perceptions of crime from both the public and the media, as well as the impact of 
crime on perpetrators, victims, families, communities and wider society. 

Context C – Responses to Crime 

This unit critically examines different societies’ response to crime, such as the work of the police 
and the effectiveness of the prison system.  

Context D – Research Methods 

As well as learning the above topics, learners will examine the world of research methods and the 
use of different approaches in different studies of crime and criminal behaviour, looking at their 
merits and ethical considerations.  

Throughout all topics, learners are expected to take on a considerable volume of self-study and 
reading, as this level of Modern Studies requires a deep level of understanding and critical analysis 
of all topics. 

Course assessment consists of two Components: 

Component 1 - The Exam 

The question paper is out of 90 marks and is made up of two sections. Learners will tackle two 
essays, one from each Context, followed by two Research Methods questions. Research Methods 
questions will require the learners to assess the extent to which they can trust sources, advantages 
and disadvantages of methods and ethical considerations in relation to specific methods. 

The exam will last 3 hours. 

Component 2 – The Dissertation 
The dissertation will allow learners to apply decision-making skills as they research a complex 
contemporary issue. Candidates have an open choice in the issue chosen for study and are expected 
to carry out their own primary research methods to support a wide range of reading and analysis on 
their chosen topic.  Teachers will support learners through the dissertation process, however this 
component and individual piece of work and requires a high level of motivation and self-discipline.  

The project (dissertation) has 50 marks and is submitted for SQA marking by the Easter break.  

 

Progression Routes 

Modern Studies is an excellent introduction to the learning experience and research methods of 
undergraduate work in degree courses such as Law, the Arts or Social Sciences e.g. Politics, 
Sociology, International Relations and Public Administration. Pupils may also progress to 
employment in journalism, marketing, local government or any social science related work. 
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Music  
 National 5 
 Higher 
 Adv Higher 

 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 
Curriculum Leader Ms Beynon 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 Music 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Music 
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Music 
 

 
Students who have not taken Music in S3 and 
S4 but who have good performing skills 
would be given serious consideration for 
these courses. 

Note: Before completing a Learner Pathway choice form, students must check with the 
Curriculum Leader of Music to ensure that their practical skills (on both instruments) enable 
them to take a course at a particular level. 

Description of Course  
Through the study of National 5/Higher Music, the learner will experience music as a performer, composer 
and listener. Performing is at the centre of these courses  

Course Content and Assessment 
Performing - worth 50% of the overall marks. 
Performance on 1st instrument/voice and performance on 2nd instrument /voice. 

The programme should last a total of eight minutes for National 5 and twelve minutes for Higher. The 
performance time on either of the selected instruments/voice must be a minimum of two or four minutes 
within the programme, depending on the level of presentation.  

Performances can be given on a variety of instruments including recorder, bagpipes, accordion, voice as 
well as wind, brass, string, percussion and guitars. Most students will be able to study one instrument with 
a school instrumental teacher, although due to demand we cannot guarantee that all requests can be met.  
Students are expected to take advantage of the many performing opportunities on offer, both in school 
and in the wider community. 

The performances are to a Visiting SQA Examiner. The minimum standard of music played is equivalent to 
Associated Board or Trinity Rock School Grade 3 for National 5 and Grade 4 for Higher. 

Composing Assignment - worth 15% of the overall marks. 
Students plan, explore and then create one original piece of music, building competence in handling a 
range of compositional techniques. Students have access to and develop skills in using Music software such 
as Sibelius, Garageband and Pro Tools. An audio file, together with a score or performance plan and 
review, is submitted to SQA for marking.  

Understanding Music - worth 35% of the overall marks. 
Students listen to a wide variety of music and develop the ability to identify a range of musical and stylistic 
concepts. Students are expected to develop musical literacy, relating music heard to notated scores. A 
listening question paper is taken in the main diet of SQA exams and is externally assessed.  

Career Pathways 
Music is widely accepted as an entrance qualification for all university courses and is recognised as being a 
subject that develops critical thinking, self- discipline, confidence, team work as well as independent 
learning skills. 
Q What can you do with a qualification in Music?  Many things! This list is just for starters: 

- Performance or composer      - Primary/secondary  teacher or visiting specialist 
- Music Therapist  -  Sound engineer, broadcasting/film/video – Radio producer -  
- Event manager  - Arts administrator – Community arts worker – Music retailer/publisher 
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Music: Advanced Higher 

Description of Course  
Through the study of Advanced Higher Music, a candidate will experience music as a performer, composer 
and listener. There is a wide variety of careers/further education options open to those who have studied 
Music.  Music is also widely accepted as an entrance qualification for all university courses and is 
recognised as being a subject that develops critical thinking and independent learning skills.  
Performance is at the centre of this course. 
 
Course Content 

Performing Skills 
Performance on 1st instrument/voice and performance on 2nd instrument /voice 
 
Composing Skills 
Students produce an audio folio of original work, with an original score or performance plan, 
building competence in handling a range of compositional techniques. Students have access to and 
develop skills in using Music software such as Sibelius, Garageband and Pro tools 
 
Understanding Music 
Students listen to a wide variety of music and develop the ability to identify a range of musical and 
stylistic concepts. Students are expected to develop musical literacy, relating music heard to 
notated scores. Students also complete an essay comparing and contrasting music of their choice. 

 
Assessment 

Performance 
Perform to a Visiting Examiner a programme on two instruments or instrument and voice lasting a 
total of eighteen minutes. The performance time on either of the selected instruments/voice must 
be a minimum of six minutes within the programme. The minimum standard of music played is 
equivalent to Associated Board or Trinity Rock School Grade 5. The performance is worth 60% of 
the overall marks. 
Performances can be given on a variety of instruments or voice (see list for Higher above). Many 
students are able to study one instrument with a school instrumental teacher although, due to 
demand, we cannot guarantee that all requests can be met.  Students are expected to take 
advantage of the many performing opportunities on offer, both in school and in the wider 
community. 
 
Composition 
This is sent to the SQA for marking and is worth 15% of the overall marks. 

 
AND 
 
Question Paper  
A listening exam paper is taken in the main diet of SQA exams and is externally assessed. The paper 
assesses student’s knowledge and understanding of music concepts, literacy and their ability to 
identify and analyse concepts. This paper is worth 35% of the overall marks. 
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Photography 
 Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Beynon 
Higher 

Course Content 
The Higher Photography Course uses a series of practical workshops to enable students to develop 
knowledge and understanding of a range of photography work and practice across different genres and 
styles, and to develop technical knowledge and skills in using photographic equipment, techniques and 
processes. 

Students will use creative and technical problem solving skills and will be able to critically reflect on and 
evaluate their own work and the work of others. The learning experiences in the Course are flexible and 
adaptable, with opportunities for personalisation and choice. This makes the qualification accessible, as it 
can be adapted to suit a diverse range of students’ needs and aspirations. 

Students are also encouraged to be inspired and challenged by visually representing their personal thoughts 
and ideas through the medium of photography. Through creating a portfolio of personal photographic 
work, students will broaden and deepen their creative and technical skills base, gaining the skills required to 
plan, develop, produce and evaluate imaginative photographs. These skills will be valuable for learning, life 
and work, and will widen their horizons regarding a range of vocations. 

The aims of the Course are for students to:   

• communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas using photography  

• develop technical and creative skills in using photographic media, techniques and processes  

• develop knowledge and understanding of a range of photography work and practice  

• develop skills in problem solving, critical thinking and reflective practice  

• become critically self-reflective and self-motivated learners  

The Course provides opportunities for vertical and lateral progression to other National Courses, and to 
other SQA qualifications in Photography and other related subjects.  
Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT QUESTION PAPER 

• 100 marks (77%) 

• Completed over the course of the year. 

• Section 1: Research and Investigation (20 marks) 

• Section 2: Development and Production (70 marks) 

• Section 3: Evaluation (10 marks) 

• 1 hour 

• 30 marks (23%) 

• Section 1: Multiple choice (10 
marks) 

• Section 2: Analysis (20 marks) 
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Psychology 
 Higher 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Bulloch 

Higher 

Entry Requirements 
Grade A, B or C in Higher English. 
Grade A, B or C in National 5 English and National 5 Maths.  

 

 
Description of Course 
Psychology is the study of the human mind and behaviour. The study of Psychology can help us to develop a 
better understanding of ourselves and others. Higher Psychology develops important skills of critical 
thinking, evaluation, interpretation and analysis; as well as the practical research skills which are central to 
the course. These skills are relevant for almost any further study or career. 

 
The study of Psychology has the unique potential to promote the development of cognitive, emotional and 
social skills. An understanding of human behaviour helps everyone in the working world. Psychology related 
work covers a wide area including sports, health, forensic and educational Psychology. 

Course Content 
 
Individual Behaviour 

Learners will investigate psychological explanations for behaviour, including Sleep and Dreams and 
Depression, and learn how these topics can be explained and evaluated, using psychological 
approaches and theories.  

Sleep and Dreams examines why we sleep, the purpose of dreams, the stages of sleep and factors 
affecting sleep. 

Depression examines biological causes and treatments for depression and Beck’s cognitive theory. 

 
Social Psychology 

Learners will investigate psychological explanations for the topics of Prejudice, and Conformity and 
Obedience, and will use research evidence to analyse how individuals are influenced by their social 
environment.  

Conformity and Obedience examines types of conformity, factors affecting conformity and factors 
affecting obedience.  

Prejudice examines types of discrimination, explanations of prejudice and ways of reducing 
prejudice.  

 
The Assignment 

Research Process and Research Methods – The Assignment aims to enable learners to understand 
the research process and research methods used in Psychology in order to carry out their own 
psychological research.  
 

Assessment 
The final course assessment which determines the grade consists of: 
An Assignment which is completed over time and sent to SQA to be marked. This is worth 40/120 marks.  
An examination, where candidates will answer questions from each section of the course. This is worth 
80/120 marks.  
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Physical Education:  
 National 5 
 Higher  

 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Inkster 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 
National 4 Physical Education 
National 4 English 

Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Physical Education  
Grades A, B or C at National 5 English 

Advanced Higher 
Grades A in Higher Physical Education   
Grades A in at Higher English or History   

Regular participation throughout S1 – S4 

Learners who have not studied National 5 P.E. may be considered following consultation with the 
Curriculum Leader of Physical Education.   

Students following the N5 or Higher courses would benefit from choosing Skills Development Time PE as 
it could support and extend the range of activities that could be considered for the Performance 
Assessment at National 5 and Higher Level. 

PE National 5 

Description of Course 
In this course, there will be an emphasis on skills development and learners will be provided with 
the opportunity to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in various physical 
activities. Learners will also consider the impact of mental, emotional, social and physical (MESP) 
factors on performance, and will develop an understanding of how to plan for, monitor, record and 
evaluate these factors in terms of their own personal performance. 

Course Structure - To gain the award for the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units in 
addition to the Course Assessment Units. The candidate will be graded A-D based on the total 
marks in each Course Assessment Units. 
Assessment 
Performance 

• 50% of overall grade (A-D) 

• TWO one-off individual performances. 

• Range of activities available to use for 
performance(s).  

• Set performance criteria used to grade 
performances INTERNALLY. 

• 30 marks available for EACH performance.  

• 60 marks out of 120 
 

 
Exam 
Portfolio  

• 50% of overall grade (A-D) 

• Factors that impact on performance. 

• Challenges that are encountered 
during performance. 

• Planning, developing and 
implementing approaches. 

• Monitoring, recording and evaluating 
performance. 

• Sent to SQA and marked EXTERNALLY. 

• 60 marks out of 120 
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Physical Education: Higher 

Description of Course 
In this course, there will be an emphasis on skills development and the learner’s ability to 
demonstrate a wide range of complex movement and performance skills in challenging contexts. 
Learners will also consider the impact of mental, emotional, social and physical (MESP) factors on 
their performance and will develop an understanding of how to plan for, monitor, record and 
evaluate these factors in terms of their own personal performance. Learners will engage in 
practical and theory lessons on a weekly basis. 
 
Course Structure - To gain the award for the Course, the learner must pass both Assessment Units 
namely 2 x one-off practical performance and a written exam. The candidate will be graded A-D 
based on the total marks in each Course Assessment Units. 
 
Assessment 

Performance 

• 50% of overall grade (A-D) 

• TWO one-off individual performances. 

• Range of activities available to use for 
Performance.  

• Set performance criteria used to grade 
Performances INTERNALLY. 

• 30 marks available for EACH performance.  

• 60 marks out of 110 

Exam 
 50% of overall grade (A-D) 
 2 hour 30min exam – 50 Marks 
 Questions will relate to the MESP factors on 

performance: 
 
Section 1:  

Questions based on acquired knowledge of MESP 
(32 marks) 
 
Section 2: 
Performance Development Process 
(6 -10 marks) 
 
Section 3: 
1 Scenario based question on applied knowledge of 
MESP  (8-12 marks) 

 

Progression 

• Advanced Higher Physical Education Course 

• SQA Level 5 Leadership Award 

• Employment or Training in fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries. 

• Higher Education: HNC/HND and Degree courses, Physical Education and Sport related 
undergraduate degrees 

 
Career Pathways 
Here are some of the career pathways you could follow using your skills developed in PE. 

 
Sports & Fitness 

• Lifeguard 

• Athlete 

• Personal Trainer 

• Sports Journalist  
 
Sports Management  

• Active SchooL 

 

Education 

• PE Teacher  

• Sports Coach  

• Youth Worker 
 

Science and Health  

• Strength & Conditioning  

• Sports Scientist 

• Performance Analyst  

• Sports Research 

• Physiotherapist   

• Dietician  

• Nutritionist  
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Physical Education: Advanced Higher 

Description of Course 
The main purpose of the Course is to research and critically evaluate factors which underpin and impact on 
performance and use this knowledge to develop their own performance or those of others.  
 
The Course is suitable for learners who have an interest in and enthusiasm for developing performance in 
physical activity. The Course builds on the knowledge and understanding and performance skills developed 
by the learner in the Higher Physical Education Course. 
  
The Course has six broad aims which enable the learner to: 

• investigate and critically evaluate how a range of MESP factors impact on performance 

• understand and apply methods to develop performance 

• develop independent research and investigation skills 

• select and apply a range of movement and performance skills by making informed decisions during 
high level performance 

• carry out high – level performance in selected physical activities 

• analyse and evaluate the process of performance development 

 
 

Assessment 
 
Course Assessment - Performance 

• 30% of overall grade (30 marks out 100) 

• One-off challenging performance in practical 
exam conditions 

 
Course Assessment - Detailed Project Report 

• 70% of overall grade (70 marks out 100) 
 

 

Progression 

• Undergraduate degree in Physical Education or Health 

• Sport related degree 
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Physical Education:  SQA Level 5 Sports Leader 
 SCQF Level 5 Award  

Curriculum Leader: Ms Inkster 
Entry Requirements 

Regular participation in P.E. throughout S1-4 is essential 

Demonstration in school and beyond of an interest in leading through sport, physical activity or in another 
sector. 

Description of Course 

The SCQF Level 5 Leadership Award is designed to help learners understand the meaning of leadership by 
finding out about different leadership styles, skills and qualities. Learners will be able to consider, through 
comparing a variety of leaders, what makes an effective leader. Involvement in this Award will enable 
Learners to use this knowledge to help them consider their own potential for leadership. Learners will also 
be able to develop their leadership abilities as they will be given the opportunity to take on a leading role 
for an activity. As a consequence this Award should promote opportunities which allow individuals to build 
self- confidence and self- esteem. 

In general, the award will:  

• Build the confidence that learners have in their own leadership abilities  

• Help learners to develop the leadership skills and values necessary for working cooperatively with 
others  

• Help learners to understand the impact they can have on others and on the success of an activity  

• Encourage reflective learning  

• Contribute to enhancing the self -esteem and self -awareness of learners in relation to the 
contribution they can make to society  

 

Course Content 

• Leadership: An Introduction 

• Leadership in Practice 
 

Assessment  
There is no exam as assessments will run throughout the course of the school year 

Progression 

• Leadership and its associated attributes as Skills for Learning , Life and Work 

• Higher Physical Education 

• Career in Leisure or associated industry 

• Further Education courses in Sports Coaching and Development (HNC/HND) 

• University courses in PE, Sport, Health and other associated disciplines 
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Physics 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr Walker 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 

Pass at National 4 Physics (with teacher recommendation)  

Grades A, B or C at National 5 Biology or Chemistry 

Pass at National 4 Science (with teacher recommendation) 

All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum of a pass at National 4 Mathematics. 
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Physics   
Grades A, B or C Higher Chemistry and /or Biology 
(All of the above must be accompanied with a minimum grade C at National 5 Mathematics.)  
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C in Higher Physics and Grades A, B or C in Higher Mathematics 

Physics: National 5 

Course Content 
Unit 1: Dynamics and Space 

• Velocity and Displacement – Vectors and Scalars 

• Velocity-time graphs and acceleration 

• Newton’s Laws and Projectile motion 

• Space Exploration 

• Cosmology 

Unit 2: Electricity and Energy 

• Conservation of energy 

• Electrical charge carriers and electric fields 

• Potential difference (voltage)  

• Practical electrical and electronic circuits 

• Ohm’s Law and Electrical Power   

• Specific Heat Capacity  

• Gas Laws and the kinetic model 

Unit 3: Waves and Radiation 

• Wave parameters and behaviours 

• Electromagnetic spectrum 

• Light 

• Nuclear radiation 

 
Assessment 

• Written Internal assessment in each unit 

• External exam 

• Assignment 

 



School Based Courses 
 

 
Page 98 

Physics: Higher 

 
Course Content 
Throughout the course learners will research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information 
related to their findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy.  
 
Our Dynamic Universe 

The general aim of this unit is to develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical 
thinking, along with knowledge and understanding of the key areas of kinematics, dynamics and 
space time. 

Particles and Waves  
The general aim of this unit is to develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical 
thinking, along with knowledge and understanding of the key areas of particles and waves. 

Electricity 
The general aim of this unit is to develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical 
thinking, along with knowledge and understanding of the key areas of electricity, and electrical 
storage and transfer.  

Researching Physics 
The general aim of this unit is to develop skills relevant to undertaking research in Physics. Learners 
will collect and synthesize information from different sources, plan and undertake a practical 
investigation, analyse results and communicate information related to their findings. They will also 
consider any applications of the physics involved and implications for society/ the environment.  

Assignment  
Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in physics and communicate findings.   

Assessment 

• Internal written assessments at the end of each unit.   

• Internal assessment of practical skills within each unit. 

• A practical/research assignment. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 
 

Career Paths 
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/physics 
 

• Aeronautical Engineering;  

• Biomedical Engineering;  

• Chemical Engineering;  

• Civil Engineering;  

•  Electronic & Electrical Engineering 

• Physics Teacher 

• aerospace engineering 

• energy and power provision 

• environmental consultancy 

• manufacturing 

• Mechanical Engineering;  

• Naval Architecture, Ocean & Marine 
Engineering 

• Product Design Engineering 

• Production Engineering.  

• medical technologies 

• patent work 

• research and development 

• scientific publishing 

• telecommunications 

•  water and environmental control 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/physics
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Physics: Advanced Higher 

 
Course Content 
 
Check out the Maths for Science, Physics and Space, galaxies Stars and Planets YASS Course 
 
Rotational Motion and Astrophysics 

This unit develops knowledge and understanding and skills in physics related to rotational motion 
and astrophysics. It provides opportunities to develop and apply concepts and principles in a wide 
variety of situations involving angular motion. An astronomical perspective is developed through a 
study of gravitation, leading to work on general relativity and stellar physics.  

 
Quanta and Waves   

This unit develops knowledge and understanding and skills in physics related to quanta and waves. 
Non-classical physics and the origin and composition of cosmic radiation is considered. Simple 
harmonic motion is introduced and understanding of wave theory is developed.  

 
Electromagnetism   

This unit develops knowledge and understanding and skills in physics related to electromagnetism 
and provides opportunities to develop and apply concepts and principles in this area, Knowledge 
and Understanding of electric and magnetic fields and capacitors/inductors used in d.c. and a.c. 
circuits is developed. 

 
Investigating Physics   

In this unit learners will develop key investigative skills. It offers opportunities for independent 
learning set within the context of experimental physics and learners will identify, research, plan and 
carry out a physics investigation of their choice.  

 
Project 

Learners will apply skills of scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and 
appropriately challenging task in physics and communicate findings.   

 
Assessment 

• Internal written assessments of each unit and internal assessment of practical skills within each 
unit. 

• A practical/research project. 

• External examination at the end of the course. 
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Practical Woodworking 
 National 5 

 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

 
Entry Requirements 
 
No formal entry requirements, but an interest in craft skills is required. 
 

Description of Course 
 
This course is a broad-based qualification for learners with an interest in crafts. It is suitable for learners 
with an interest in practical woodworking and those wanting to progress to higher levels of study or a 
related career in the area.  
 
The course covers the following: 
 

• Unit 1 Practical Woodworking: Flat-frame Construction 

• Unit 2 Practical Woodworking: Carcase Construction 

• Unit 3 Practical Woodworking: Machining and Finishing 

• Unit 4 Practical Woodworking Project (National 4) 
 
Assessment 
 
This will include an assessment of a practical activity. 
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Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS) 
 National 5 
 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Ms Bulloch 

Entry Requirements 
National 5 
Pass at National 4 in RMPS, Geography, History, Modern Studies or English  
Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 RMPS, Geography, History Modern Studies or English  
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher RMPS 

 

Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies: Nat 4 and Nat 5 
 
Course Content 
World Religion – Buddhism 

Buddhism is an unusual religion in that it is not based around belief in God or on what will happen when 
we die. It is more a philosophy which offers a practical path in how to achieve happiness and fulfilment in 
our lives. Students will study beliefs, practices and sources to develop in-depth factual and abstract 
knowledge of Buddhism.  

  
Morality and Belief – Religion and Justice  

Students will study the moral issue of Religion and Justice. They will develop the knowledge and skills to 
understand contemporary moral issues and be able to analyse and evaluate moral viewpoints as 
expressed by others and give their own view on the issue. 

 
Religious and Philosophical Questions – Origins 

Students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to understand the relationship between religious 
and non-religious theories about origins.  The areas studied include: 

• Sources for human understanding 

• What is the origin of the universe? 

• What is the origin of life? 
 
Assessment 
Knowledge and understanding will be assessed at the end of each unit and externally in the final exam.  
Students will need to demonstrate the skills of analysis and evaluation. Students will also research a topic of 
their choice and write up their research as an externally assessed Assignment or internally assessed Added 
Value Unit.  
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Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies: Higher  

 
Course Content 
 
World Religion – Buddhism 
 

Buddhism is an unusual religion in that it is not based around belief in God or on what will happen 
when we die. It is more a philosophy which offers a practical path in how to achieve happiness and 
fulfilment in our lives. Students will study beliefs, practices and sources to develop in-depth factual 
and abstract knowledge of Buddhism.  

  
Morality and Belief – Morality and Justice  
 

Students will study the moral issue of Religion and Justice in-depth. They will develop the knowledge 
and skills to understand contemporary moral issues and be able to analyse and evaluate moral 
viewpoints as expressed by others and give their own view on the issue. 

 
Religious and Philosophical Questions – Origins 
 

Students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to understand the relationship between religious 
and non-religious theories about origins.  The areas studied include: 

• Sources for human understanding 

• What is the origin of the universe? 

• What is the origin of life? 
 
 
Assessment 

• Unit assessment that pupils are required to pass in order to demonstrate achievement of 
outcomes 

• Externally marked assignment based on personal research 

• Externally marked final exam based on all three units 
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Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS): Advanced Higher 

 
Description of Course 
  
Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies at Advanced Higher deals with the interrelationship of beliefs, 
ethical issues and philosophical challenges within religion and morality. Students will have the chance to 
examine traditional arguments and contemporary points of view, both religious and secular. Students will 
also develop critical thinking skills and be involved in debate, analysis and evaluation, particularly in relation 
to the weighing up of detailed evidence, developing complex arguments and presenting balanced and 
coherent conclusions.  
 
Teaching is on a tutorial basis with students largely responsible for their own work, seeking assistance and 
guidance as necessary.  The course is an excellent preparation for further study of various subjects at 
College or University. 
 
 
Course Content 

Philosophy of Religion 
This unit involves in depth study of the debate over the existence or non-existence of God and how 
this affects our understanding of the origin and purpose of the universe. 

 
Religious Experience 

This unit involves thinking about what religious experience is and its importance from religious, 
psychological and sociological perspectives.   

 
Personal Research 

Pupils will research and complete a dissertation based on a topic which interests them from one of 
the previous units.  

 

Assessment 

Internal unit assessments – the units are examined by means of three unit assessments 
The course assessment has two elements: 

• Question Paper - externally assessed 

• Dissertation      - externally assessed  
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Spanish 
 

 Higher 

 Adv Higher 
Curriculum Leader: Mr McCulloch 

 
Entry Requirements 

Higher 
Grades A, B or C at National 5 Spanish OR Higher pass with grades A, B or C in Higher French 
Adv Higher 
Grades A, B or C at Higher Spanish  

Spanish: Higher and National 5 
Description of Course 

The Higher and National 5 courses will allow pupils to continue to develop their skills in understanding 
and using Spanish. Pupils will study across a range of different topics building on their previous 
knowledge of Spanish. Topic will include family relationships; healthy living; societal issues; new 
technologies; film and music; sport and leisure; school life; employability; and future plans.  

We anticipate having a native speaker Spanish language assistant again in 2018-19 and Higher Spanish 
candidates will work with them on a weekly basis to improve their confidence in speaking and 
pronunciation, and to gain a greater understanding of Spanish culture. 

The ability to speak another language is a real advantage in the world of work. Studies have shown that 
those who study languages are considered by employers to have excellent communication skills.  

Speaking a foreign language also increases your opportunities of finding work both in the UK and abroad 
and those who speak a foreign language can often attract a better salary than those who speak only 
English. 

The aim of the course is to equip students with the language skills which will enable them to: 

• Understand detailed spoken and written Spanish 

• Communicate well and confidently in Spanish 

• Gain an appreciation for Spanish culture 

• Develop self-confidence and social skills 

Course Content  
At Higher and National 5 level, students study work across four contexts: 

• Society 

• Learning 

• Employability 

• Culture 

Assessment 
In order to achieve the course award in either N5 or Higher, candidates must successfully complete pass 
the final course examination. 

External 
Higher: External final course exam in the skills of Reading (30%), Listening (20%), Writing (20%) and 
Talking (30%). 
N5: External final course exam in the skills of Reading (25%), Listening (25%), Writing (25%), Talking 
(25%). 
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Spanish: Advanced Higher 

Check out the YASS courses on: Spanish Studies and Exploring Languages & Culture 
 
Description of Course 
The Advanced Higher course will allow pupils to continue to develop further their skills in understanding 
and using complex and detailed Spanish. Pupils will study across a range of different topics building on 
their previous knowledge of Spanish. Topic will include family structures; gender equality; technology; 
environmental issues; political issues; the press; film and music; and employability. 

The Advanced Higher course is suitable for those who are particularly keen to perfect their spoken and 
written Spanish. We anticipate having a native speaker Spanish language assistant again in 2018-19 and 
AH candidates will work with the assistant twice a week to improve their confidence in speaking Spanish.  

Time in class will be spent allowing students to improve their confidence in handling complex language. 
We will continue to develop pupils’ skills in the skills of Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking. Writing at 
AH level moves to being more discursive in style; Reading and Listening activities tend to focus more on 
societal issues. 

The aim of the course is to equip students with the language skills which will enable them to: 

• Understand complex spoken and written Spanish 

• Communicate confidently and fluently in Spanish 

• Analyse a piece of Spanish literature  

• Develop self-confidence and social skills 

The course is aimed at those students who wish to continue studying Spanish beyond Higher Level either 
for interest and enjoyment or for preparation for a university or college language course. Pupils who 
enjoy speaking Spanish and who wish to gain greater fluency in their spoken Spanish would particularly 
enjoy this course. 
Course Content  
At Advanced Higher level, students study work across four contexts: 

• Society 

• Learning 

• Employability 

• Culture 
Students will also be required to complete the Specialist Study and Portfolio, which is a study of a piece 
of Spanish literature with an essay in English critically examining the work. 

Assessment 
In order to achieve the course award, candidates must successfully complete all internal assessments and 
pass the final course examination. 

Internal 
Candidates will sit internal unit assessments – one each in the skills of Reading, Listening, Writing and 
Talking. 

External 
External final course exam in the skills of: 

• Reading/Translation (25%) 

•  Listening (15%) 

• Writing (20%) 

•  Talking (25%) 

• Portfolio (15%) 
 

 

Career Pathways 

• travel and tourism 
• translating 
• journalism 
• interpreting 
• performing arts 

• teaching (primary and secondary) 
• computing and ICT-related jobs 
• hospitality / hotel work 
• international aid work  
• administration 
• speech and language therapy 

• cooking 
• retail and customer services 
• travel and tourism 
• events management 
• marketing 
• business management 
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Skills Development Interest Courses 
 
As well as formal qualifications, in S5/6 you will have the opportunity to spend some time each week on 
more informal courses designed to develop your skills in an area that interests you. 

The skills you learn and practice in these courses will contribute to the development of your transferable 
skills and attitudes that will be valued by future employers. 

Even if you are planning on going to study at college or university when you leave school, you will 
eventually end up looking for a job!  The better prepared you are, the more likely you are to get the job 
that suits you best. 

Make the most of the opportunities you have in S5/6 and help to make yourself into somebody’s perfect 
employee. 

The range of courses on offer in a given year will vary.  This list is the full list, it is likely only some of these 
courses will run. 
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Art & Design 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 
Entry Requirements 

No entry requirements 
 
Course Content 

• A variety of 2D / 3D Art experiences. 
 
 

Craft, Design and Technology 

 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs Bradley 

Description of Course 
 
This course is intended for all students who wish to gain a greater understanding of the place of 
technology in the world and how it affects them and their environment.  It is suited to all, regardless of 
past experience in the CDT department.  The course will involve developing skills in working with 
materials and gaining knowledge through practical exercises. 
 
Content 
 

• Craft based activities e.g. woodwork, metalwork and working with plastics. 

• Technology based activities.  Offering an insight into the technological concepts of electronics, 
the use of computer control, energy and the use and implementation of structures. 

• Projects e.g. wooden storage boxes, wood turning, sand casting, welding practice exercises, 
energy buggy racing, bridge building, building electronic circuits. The projects will be negotiable 
and agreed by the group before beginning the course.  A small contribution would be expected 
from candidates to cover the cost of materials which would depend on the projects chosen. 

 
 
 

Dance 

Entry Requirements 
No entry requirements or experience, just an interest in learning to dance.  All abilities and levels 
of experience are welcome 

 
Course Content 

Get ready to dance under the Porty Glitter ball of fun! A chance to learn some classic dance 
techniques.  There is no requirement to take part in a performance, so don’t let that put you off.  
This is guaranteed to be a very enjoyable course give you moves to last a lifetime. This would be 
perfect for S5 pupils interested being a Strictly performer in S6 and for S6 pupils wanting to 
improves their moves. 
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Debating 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

Entry Requirements 
A thirst for current political issues and the desire to articulate a view point are essential. 
Although the tools for structuring the debate and building confidence in speaking are addressed, 
the desire to communicate, retaliate and perform are fundamental to creating an electric, 
debating atmosphere.  

 
Description of Course 

The course will build on pupils’ natural talking abilities and teach the framework of a variety of 
debates (both formal and informal). A range of speaking styles will be adopted so pupils can 
experience the varying contexts where debating is required (for example, Public Speaking and 
Parliamentary Style debating). During the course, pupils will also develop a style of their own: 
learning, through experimentation and experience, what suits their voice, personality and adds 
to their persuasive ideas.  

 
Course Content 

The course will start with in-house debating with a series of lively debates. Students will shape 
the research element of the course, suggesting cutting-edge, political topics that are relevant to 
them.  To build up experience, pupils will volunteer for some of the local, regional and national 
competitions that form part of the academic debating calendar.  

 

Cooking on a shoestring 

 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 
 
Entry Requirements 
No entry requirements (only take this option in S6 if you did not take it in S5) 
 
Description of Course 
Food Preparation 

This practical course is perfect for developing future life skills, ideal preparation for College or 
University living.  Students will learn the basics and some slightly more adventurous dishes to 
impress friends! 

Note: There is a nominal weekly charge for this course. 

 

Textile and Fabric Craft 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

 

Basic textile and fabric craft work with smaller items made in the first term to allow for the development 
of sewing skills.  Progression in term 2 can lead to garment making.   

This course is recommended for students with an interest in clothes, textiles and fashion. 
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Italian 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

Curriculum Leader Mr McCulloch 

 
Entry Requirements 
No entry requirements 
 
Description of Course 
As well as language content, there will be opportunities to look at other topics such as Italian history, 
cinema, culture, etc.  Areas of study will be determined by the interests of the class. 

This course would be suitable for students who have enjoyed their studies in French or Spanish and who 
are looking to learn some basic Italian for holiday or leisure purposes. 
 
Course Content 
Some of the topic areas covered will be as follows: 

• Giving personal information (name, age, etc) 

• Ordering food and drink 

• Asking for directions 

• Shopping for goods 

• Saying what you like and dislike 
 

Music 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

Curriculum Leader: Ms Beynon 

 
Entry Requirements 

No entry requirements 
 
Description of Course 
 
This is not a structured course.  Access is allowed to Music Department equipment e.g. keyboard, 
electric guitars, computers, pianos, etc. 
Students may choose to develop their interests in Music Technology and will be given opportunities to 
record and edit music and other audio. 
Other students may wish to work in bands, or on an individual basis, developing their performing skills. 
 
Assessment 
 
NQA Performing units (free-standing) may be on offer. 
Please see Curriculum Leader of Music/Drama for more details. 
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MVP (Mentors in Violence Prevention) 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

Entry Requirements 
An introductory session explaining MVP to S4/S5 pupils will have taken place before Easter. Pupils 
interested in getting involved in MVP will be asked to indicate interest at that time. Places are limited.  

If you are committed to working with young people and making a difference against gender violence, 
harassment and bullying behaviour then this is the course for you. 
Description of Course 
MVP is a peer mentoring programme. MVP uses the bystander approach in tackling issues of bullying and 
gender violence which aims to create a more positive society. Senior pupils are trained in the programme 
and deliver it to S1 classes. The programme has been running at Portobello very successfully for the last 
few years. The aims of the MVP Programme are: 
 

• To raise awareness  

• To challenge attitudes  

• To open dialogue  

• To inspire leadership  

Course Content 

• Two-day residential introduction to the MVP model at Wiston Lodge near Biggar. Training will 
continue during minority time.  Attendance at this is compulsory 

• Interactive and facilitated issue based discussions 

• Familiarisation with the key teaching tool – the MVP Playbook 

• Delivery of MVP sessions to the S1 year group. S1 SE classes are split into male and female groups, 
usually 10 or so pupils, with 2 male mentors running the session with the boys group and 2 female 
mentors with the girls group. You will run 4 sessions in the course of the year, 3 before Christmas 
and 1 after the prelims. 

Achievement: Saltire Award 

Saltire Awards are designed to formally recognise the commitment and contribution of young people 
volunteering in Scotland. The Saltire Awards enable volunteers between the ages of 12 & 25 to gain new 
skills and practical experience through volunteering placements provided by local and national voluntary 
agencies. Supported by the Scottish Government, Saltire Awards are split in to four sections - The 
Challenge, The Approach, The Ascent and The Summit and achievement is recognised in the form of Saltire 
Award certificates and Young Scot reward points. https://saltireawards.org.uk/ 

What do you get out of it? 
Great leadership experience. You will develop confidence, you will be challenged by some of the issues, 
you will learn new skills and learn valuable life skills which will benefit you long after you have left school. 
MVP looks great on your cv! 
 
“I believe that if we can change the way people think today, we can change the way they act tomorrow!”  

(Statement by Max a former MVP Mentor, 2014) 

 

 

 

https://saltireawards.org.uk/


Skills Development and Interest Courses (school based) 
 

 
Page 111 

Re: Portobello (school magazine) 
 Skills Development/Wider Achievement 

 
Entry Requirements 
 
National 5 or Higher English or Art and Design would help.   
An interest in journalism / the media is important. 
No previous experience of involvement in the magazine is required, although the class will be working 
with other students currently involved in the production of RePortobello.  
   
Description of Course 
 
This course would require participants to get involved, alongside the current team, in the production of 
school communications.  The aim of the group will be to continue to improve the quality of the 
magazine, and the range of issues addressed in it.  The group will consider how to market the magazine 
more effectively in order to increase sales and readership.  Participants will be able to concentrate on 
the aspect of magazine production that is of the most interest and relevance to you.   
This is a great opportunity for anyone interested in a career in journalism.  However, learners will be 
expected to use your initiative to find and write good content. 
 
Course Content 
 
Activities might include: 

• Researching articles / issues 

• Interviewing people for articles and features 

• Writing reports 

• Taking photographs 

• Working on page layout 

• Undertaking market research 

• Selling the magazine 
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