
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Update 16th October 2020 
 
Black History Month 
 

A big thank you to Mrs Verity Sinclair in our English Department, 
Ms Marcia Rose of Drama and our NQTs who developed materials 
for this week’s Key Adult Focus on Black History Month. Together 
we learned about aspects of black culture, art and experience and 
had a chance to reflect on the prejudice and discrimination 
experienced by people of colour. We also learned about the idea of 
white privilege and how we can all play a positive role in building a 
more equal society. We would like to invite you to watch the 
following video clip, too. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf9QBnPK6Yg  
 
Finally, we undertook a survey to gather views and opinions on the experiences young people have in our 
school (S1-S3 will complete this in class after the holiday). We want our young people to lead us in this 
piece of work and information about how to get involved will be shared after the holiday.  
 
 
S6 Leadership Team 
After an incredibly high standard of application, we are delighted to introduce our new S6 Leadership Team 
as Ian Kwok and Jenny Lynch (School Captains) and Rimsha Ali, Vidal Beta, Ellen Stone and Rachel Taylor 
(Depute School Captains). They are pictured below at appropriate distance (!) and we look forward to 
working with them in the year ahead. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf9QBnPK6Yg


 
October Holiday 
 
The school closes for the October holiday at 12.30 today and reopens to young people on Tuesday 27 
October at 8.30am when we will begin our new two week timetable. The main school email account 
admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk will be monitored during the holiday period for urgent matters. We would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our whole school community for their unstinting support over the 
last few weeks. Everyone is definitely ready for a holiday and we send our best wishes for a restful and safe 
break. 
 

Parent Council 

The next Parent Council AGM and Parent Council meeting will run on 

28th October form 7pm - 8:15pm.  This will be a virtual meeting and the 

link to join is https://tinyurl.com/y44ccgrt    

At the AGM the Parent Council would normally run a vote for members 

and office bearers, due to the online nature of the event we are looking 

to identify any nominations prior to the AGM , to highlight these nominations on the night and to follow up with an 

offline vote if required.  A vote is required for those standing again and new nominations so effectively all positions 

are open for nominations.   

Parent Council Positions: 

Chair/Co - Chairs  - Current Co Chairs are standing again for these positions  

Vice Chair - Current Vice Chair is standing again for this position, a co position would be welcomed 

Secretary - Current Secretary is standing again for this position, a co position would be welcomed 

Treasurer - Current Treasurer is standing again for this position 

Fundraising Officer(s) - Vacant position(s) Co positions would be welcomed  

Communications Officer - Current Communications Officer is standing again for this position, a co position would be 

welcomed 

If you are interested in finding out more about positions or would like to self-nominate please 

contact portyhighparents@gmail.com  

The theme for the Parent Council meeting is  Equity, Equality and Inclusion. We are gathering questions on this and 

wider areas via Facebook and the email above. 

 

 

RMPS 

S2 have been working hard to combine their understanding of beliefs, numeracy and the use of data, as well as 

critical thinking skills to create their own surveys about different categories of beliefs, analyse the data to calculate 

and produce pie charts, and consider the reasons for and influences on our beliefs.  

Here are a few pieces of work from Ms Wilson’s RMPS classes 
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Higher Fashion and Textiles  

We have been exploring Trend and in particular the Tie Dye trend that has re-emerged over the period of Lockdown. 

The H and N5 classes have died their own fabric to make embellished cushions to show off their textile skills at 

embroidery, beading etc.  

 

         



Mrs Bradley's Higher Fashion class have been making face coverings for themselves as part of an upcycle 

project. we aim to reduce the use of disposable masks. 

           
 

Honey pork sesame noodles from Hospitality.  

     
 

 
 

Pork and Apple Plaits made by the Bakery class. 
 

            
 

          
 

       
 
 
 
 



Also, Bakery class have been making shortbread and apple turnovers this week.  
 

       
 

       
 

       
 

       
 

Fondant monsters made by S2 Cake Decorating Enrichment class as an introduction to sugar dough modelling.  
 

            
 

     
 
 
 

 

 



Car Park  

We have had some difficulty with access recently, caused by non-disabled users parking in our disabled parking 

spaces. Please be aware that these spaces are in daily use and must not be blocked.  

Parents and carers are also asked to refrain from dropping young people off and picking them up in the school car 

park. Multiple vehicles manoeuvring and mixing with pedestrians presents a risk to our young people. Please find a 

safe place near to the school for pick up / drop off.    

 


