Weekly Update – 28th August 2020
It’s been another very busy week in school and we would like to thank our young people for their
continued support of all the new arrangements. With their help we have identified a couple of areas for
improvement in the one-way system and we will work on these together next week. Our new S1 have done
a particularly good job of settling in and finding their way round with the added challenge of the one-way
system to get used to. It has been great to hear so much positive feedback from both young people and
staff as they enjoy getting to know each other! We have also had some lovely feedback about young
people queuing very responsibly at local shops during break times – it always good to hear how well our
young people represent the school when they are out and about.
Face Coverings
As parents and carers will have seen, the
Scottish Government have announced
that face coverings will be obligatory for
everyone in secondary schools from
Monday of next week. We know that this
will be well received by many people in
our school community and it has been
good to see the use of face coverings
increasing in school through the course
of this week.
From Monday, face coverings should be worn at all times in corridors and communal areas such as toilets.
A big thank you to our Parent Council for organising a donation of reusable masks. We anticipate that most
young people will want to use their own masks, but we will have a supply for anyone who forgets.
We know that a few young people will be exempt from wearing a face covering on medical grounds or for
other reasons – please contact your young person’s PSL if this is the case to allow us to issue them with an
exemption card. As such a creative school community, we are sure that there will be lots of lovely
handmade coverings on display and hope to feature some of these in next week’s update! To keep our
school feeling like a friendly place to be, we ask for your support in avoiding some of the designs which
look more suitable for Hallowe’en.
We would also like to stress that the use of face coverings is an additional protection and does not mean
that we can drop our guard in relation to other measures. Hand hygiene, catching coughs and sneezes,
avoiding touching our faces and physical and social distancing are still very important measures to keep us
all safe. All young people will be briefed on the use of face coverings during Key Adult Time on Monday.
Returning to School After Isolation
Parents will be aware from the press that the return to school has seen a rise in Covid-19 testing. We know
that some of our young people have had to self-isolate due to a younger sibling awaiting test results. In
these cases, the school needs to see the confirmation of the negative test result before the young person
can return to school. Parents are asked to forward the email or a screenshot of the text message to our
school office on admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk

Adverse Weather
We have not enjoyed having to ask our young people to remain outside during very wet weather – not one
bit! We are very pleased, therefore, to have reached a solution which will allow us to give young people
who want to stay in school during lunchtimes in the poorest weather access to their Key Adult class. This
will allow them to shelter and will maintain the social distancing that we have all been working so hard on.
Further information to follow. Meantime, we are delighted to see an increase in young people wearing a
waterproof jacket and or carrying a brolly!

S3 Digital Learning
Last week we issued new iPads to all our S3 pupils, to support their
learning in school and at home. The school has been supplying iPad to S3-6
pupils for several years now as we know the effective use of digital
technologies can made a significant difference to learning and also help
prepare pupils for the world of work.
While we were unable to invite parents in for our usual launch event, we
were still able to issue the iPads safely, with help from our S3 Digital Skills
teachers and Key Adults. Our ICT Technician Kimberly Ross deserves a
special mention for working really hard to get all 260 iPads ready for issue
so soon into the new term.

Science
A big thank you to our school Science Technicians who have been
working really hard to keep up with all the new guidelines which
we have for practical work in Science – all equipment is
quarantined or sanitised as appropriate between uses. Pictured
here are some bright sparks in S2 Science in Mrs Malley’s Class.

FTT Update
Not to be defeated by the current restrictions on practical classes, our FTT team have come up with a
temporary solution to allow young people studying for a National Progression Award in Bakery to get some
hands-on modelling practice! Each student has been supplied with their own tub of play dough and photos
below shows some prototype cake toppers. We can’t wait to sample the real product when we are able to
re-start practical cookery! Government guidance is under development and expected in the next few
weeks.

Meanwhile, in S2 enrichment young people have been busy designing felt monsters. Photos below
illustrate work in progress - given what we have all been through recently, it’s perhaps unsurprising that
some of them have a slightly viral look about them!

Maths Update
What do S1 like about Maths?
That was our question for their first piece of homework. Some lovely responses here!

S1 have also been learning about coordinates in maths.
Here are some of their final pieces of work. Well done for lots of great efforts!

S3 have been undertaking some fabulous factorising with S4 tackling some trigonometry and producing some
excellent work!

The maths department were delighted to welcome all pupils back to work on lots of magnificent mathematics.

It’s going to be a ‘fraction packed’ year!

….and finally
This tremendous poem by Esther Robinson in S2 made our hearts sing here in school – we are delighted to
share it with you.

