
Dear Parent or Carer,  

I hope this finds you and your family well.  

As indicated in last week’s update we have been working hard on being able to move our young 
people on to the next stage of their learning. As many families know, in normal circumstances, we 
would move our school timetable forward at the beginning of June. This year, in light of the 
extraordinary circumstances we face, we want to move young people on to the next stage of their 
learning by beginning our new courses from 11 May. Our primary concern remains the wellbeing of 
the school community at this difficult time. We know that having a sense of purpose in relation to 
school work and learning is an important aspect of this. We also want to try our best to ensure that 
the impact of the loss of time in school is kept to a minimum for our young people. As we are all 
individuals with different circumstances, we know that how people are managing during lockdown 
varies. While we want to encourage our young people to stay connected to their learning, we do not 
want this to become a source of too much pressure for families at an already challenging time.  We 
are, therefore, asking you as parents and carers to use your judgement in relation to when your 
young person needs a nudge to make some progress with school work and when they would benefit 
from a break. We hope young people will continue to engage well with the work teachers are 
providing and we will do our best to help wherever we can. We particularly hope that this early start 
on new courses will help those who were so disappointed to miss their SQA exams to feel that they 
can turn a page and re-engage with their learning with a renewed sense of purpose.  

Please note that not all young people will start working with a new teacher straight away, rather 
they will begin work on new courses and arrangements may vary between departments. Further 
details about how to access learning can be found on the attached document. As you will appreciate, 
the construction of the school timetable is a complex task, made significantly more challenging by 
the current school shutdown – details of new teachers, rooms and timings will all be shared ahead of 
our return to school. Young people who have made choices recently (in the current S2 and above) 
can assume that they have got the courses they requested unless they have heard differently from 
us.  It is important that all young people check their school email regularly so that they have the 
most up-to-date information from their teachers. Any questions about coursing should be directed 
to Pupil Support Leaders in the first instance.  

In closing, I have to say an enormous thank you to all of our staff who have been working 
exceptionally hard to allow us to make this early start to new courses via distance learning. They 
really have gone over and above to provide young people with support and encouragement at this 
difficult time. I know I speak for them all when I say that we really miss being in our in our school 
with our young people. Though we still don’t know when we will be able to be together again, we 
know that it will happen and we look forward to that day.  

With best wishes to you all,  

Ruth McKay 
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