
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Update – 27 March 2020 
 
What a strange week this has been. Many staff and families have been in touch to say how much they miss 
school – and each other! We are aware that for some people, the current situation makes for heightened 
levels of anxiety and that others will be feeling lonely. Please get in touch with school and let us know – 
we’re missing our young people and love to hear from them. We are also here to help if anyone is in 
difficulty and doesn’t know where to turn. The fantastic cookies pictured below, made by Ashkin Kazimoglu 
in S1, sum up the most important messages for all of us just now as we #StayAtHome and feel very grateful 
for the amazing job our NHS is doing. 
 

 
 
 
Maths 

In Maths, we are very excited that the Sumdog website has been made completely free! All S1-S3 pupils should have 

received their login details via their school email account by 12:30 on Friday. If you have not received your details, 

please email Mrs Young (Janet.Young@portobello.edin.sch.uk), Mr Pilfold 

(Benjamin.1.Pilfold@portobello.edin.sch.uk) or your class teacher. Watch this space for some Sumdog competitions! 

Maths work for S1 and S2 will be posted online once a week. You can choose to do this all at once or spaced out over 

the week. Please work in your jotter and, where there are answers, mark your work. When you've done this, please 

feel free to take a photo of it to email to your teacher! S3 upwards will be working from their class OneNote as 

normal. 
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#TeamPortyPets 

At a time when we are all apart, we are keen to find ways of staying together as a school community. 

#TeamPortyPets has been a light-hearted way of doing that – hop over to our school Twitter account 

@PortobelloHigh for a look! It has been fun to find out about the four-legged friends who have been keeping people 

company and we know that pets are also very good for wellbeing. Pictured below is Mr Aitken’s whippet cross, Arlo 

– as you can see from the second picture, he wasn’t very pleased when he heard he was only getting one walk a day!  

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award - Update 

Our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh cohort have been working hard on finishing off their sections, despite the difficult 

circumstances. 

Some examples of the activities done by our participants this year: 

Physical: 

Squash, Rugby, Dance, Judo, Freestyle Gymnastics, Water polo, Swimming, Horse-riding, Taekwondo, Parkour, 

Skateboarding, Fencing and Climbing. 

Volunteering: 

Coaching, Charity Shop, Cubs, Scouts, Running Drama classes, Altar serving, Helping with Parkrun, Serving food to 

the homeless, Conservation 



Skill: 

First aid, Baking, Bike Maintenance, Photography, Piano, Violin (and many other Musical Instruments!), Reading, 

Juggling, Drawing 

Should any current participant wish to change or adapt their section to enable them to do it from home, just contact 

Ms Taylor.  

Sadly, our Expeditions will not be going ahead in the Spring, but we are working hard on getting them re-arranged. 

 

Distance Learning 

Young people and staff have been finding all sorts of innovative ways to share their work and stay in touch this week. 

Please find below a selection of highlights! 

 

This cheerful picture highlights the current rainbow theme with a Science edge! 

 

S1 have been using Ableton beats and sending in pictures of their finished creations 



 

Jake McConnell designed a great spaceship, while Fraser Wilson, S1, has written this lovely poem: 

The wish o’ a fish 

When I go for a swim in the muckle, braw sea 

I’m wanting to have a wee lark 

But oot o’ the mirk comes a lairge pair o’ jaws 

I wish that there wasnae a shark 

 

I skedaddled awa’ frae that horrid ol’ shark 

When I saw a muckle, great tail   

It bashes and smashes and throws me aboot 

I wish that there wasnae a whale 

 

The tail throws me into the sea o’ oil 

As a motor clears it’s dirty ol’ throat 

It shoots by at a speed that makes me sae dizzy  

I wish that there wasnae  a boat 

 

Tae think I’ll hae tae go through this every day 

If I had jist one wee wish 

The wish I would wish would be this one wee wish  

I’d wish that I wasnae a fish 



 

Easton Falconer in S1 made a delicious-looking pizza 

 

 

 


