
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Update – 25th October 
 

Porty High Parents and Carers 
 
Your Parent Council Meeting - Monday October 28th, 7 - 8:30pm in the school library. 
Your school community needs you!  
Come and discover the role of the parent council, how you can get involved, and share your ideas on how the PC can 
focus its efforts to support you and the school, to best support your child!  
All welcome - Wine and nibbles provided.  

 
Hairdressing S4 girls 
 
Over the last three weeks we have had 96 students from Castleview Primary into the salon, hairdressers from 

Portobello, Holyrood and Castlebrae have styled the hair for these young students.  

The primary students have loved it, some of them have never been in a salon, the hairdressers have all been brilliant 

with the primary students.  

It gives the hairdressers confidence with other people and helps gain new skills in hairdressing.  

 
 

          
 

          

 
 

Maths Week 2019 September 30th – October 4th 

What a busy week we had before the October break in the Maths Department! Our S1–S3 pupils took part in a range 

of activities to show them how fun Maths can be and how we can relate it to the world around us. 

Maths Inside 

Mrs Hand and her numeracy group made the most of the sunny weather on Tuesday and headed outside to 

appreciate the mathematics in our school grounds and to try and spot something worthy of entering this year’s 



Maths Inside photography competition. Maths is part of our daily life but sometimes we don’t really think about it. 

We were looking to see if we could find the maths inside everyday objects?  

 

The pupils decided this would be our entry for the competition due to the symmetry 

within both the structure and the bike wheels. There was also discussion around this 

being cost effective due to the design, as well as being strong because of the triangular 

structure in the middle... Engineers in the making!  

 

  Race to the Finish 

               

Thursday saw our S1 and S2 pupils take part in a Maths Relay. They worked hard as part of a team to answer as 

many problem-solving questions as possible running to the teachers who marked them at lightning speed! 

The Shannon Switching Game 

Our pupils enjoyed playing The Shannon Switching Game provided by Edinburgh University, which focuses on 

strategy. It is aimed at developing problem solving, as well as showing the fun and creative side of mathematics. Feel 

free to have a go at home! https://www.maths.ed.ac.uk/school-of-

mathematics/outreach/mathsweekscotland/have-fun-with-maths 

Can you escape the Maths Department...?? 

S3 were challenged to escape their classrooms on Friday morning, but not before they had solved clues and gained 

the code to do so! Pupils worked their way through several mathematical challenges to gain the keys to each room. 

There were lots of enthusiastic problem solvers working together to crack the code. A fantastic end to the 

celebration of Maths Week. 

Edinburgh University Road Show 

Testing out more problem-solving skills! 

 

Enterprising Maths 

Mr Stevenson and a team of four S3/S4 pupils attended Murrayfield for the annual Enterprising Maths challenge day, 

competing against all Edinburgh schools. They prepared posters prior to the event and took part in several 

mathematical challenges throughout the day. We are very proud that our team came FIRST in the relay competition, 

bringing home a shiny trophy that is sitting pride of place in Mr Stevenson’s room. Well done to Laura Hogg, Rolf 

Treshansky, Jamie Robertson and Matthew Robertson!  

 

https://www.maths.ed.ac.uk/school-of-mathematics/outreach/mathsweekscotland/have-fun-with-maths
https://www.maths.ed.ac.uk/school-of-mathematics/outreach/mathsweekscotland/have-fun-with-maths


Porty Bike Club 

The Bike club pedalled off to Craigmillar Castle this week, covering about 10 miles mostly on cycle paths.  This gave 

the pupils a chance to learn about good road sense, respecting other road/path users as well as having fun at the 

same time.  Previous weeks have been spent learning how to do a safety check on the bikes and having skills 

sessions in the school grounds to make sure everyone could control their bike well. 

As the clocks are going back and the evenings will be darker the bike club will be switching to indoor activities until 

the spring.  Over the winter we will be teaching the members how to inspect, maintain and repair bikes.  The pupils 

will be able to work on their own bikes and a fleet of bikes Sustrans use to teach primary school pupils about safe 

cycling. If the cyclists are able to demonstrate their skills by the end of the course, they would be gain an SQA  Level 

4 Award in Cycle Maintenance. 

If anyone else would like to join the club they should give their name to Mr Cotter.  The club meets on Wednesday 

after school in the CDT department. 

The club has been supported by Kerr Sproul from Sustrans who has helped set us up with tools and a fleet of bikes to 

work on.  Sustrans have also been very helpful in supporting us in preparing the paperwork required for our rides as 

well as leading the skills sessions and rides. 

 

Fencing 

Congratulations to Ellen Buckley S4, listed below are her recent outstanding achievements: 

1. Selected to represent Great Britain on the European circuit, in Budapest and France, Croatia and Rome. 
2. Fourth in Great Britain in the current British rankings 
3. Bronze at the British National Championships 
4. Selected to go to Great Britain team training camp, there are five participants selected and Ellen is the only 
Scottish Girl in the British team. 
 
Well done Ellen! 

 


