
 
 
 
 

 
 
Weekly Update - 13th September 
 
House Captains 

Congratulations go to the following young people from S6 on their appointment as House Captains: 

Abercorn: Georgia McQuillan, Carly Banks, Luke Wilson, Naz Yildrim, Clara Palmer 

Brunstane: Erin Crawford, Clarisse Jean-Pierre Towler, Megan McCarthy, Estelle Thompson, Sophie Murrell, Lucas 
Blore 

Crichton: Kate Broadway, Siyar Ali, Adam Atif, Kulsumma Islam, Anna Gardner, Victoria Paterson, Lucy Laing 

Duddingston: Alex McLean, Eilidh McNaughton, James Stewart, Emilia Lauder, Solly Mayers, Flora Kirkpatrick, Grace 
Fletcher 

 
Charity Ambassadors  

A big congratulations to Anya Bell, Molly Mavor, Baillie Walker-Craig, Eva Donnelly, Hannah Baillie and Rachael 

Martin who are our S6 charity ambassadors this year.  We are sure you will do a fantastic job this year and look 

forward to seeing what new ideas you have.  

Bike Safety and Security 

We are proud to be a Cycle Friendly School and have one of the highest proportions of young people cycling to 

school across Edinburgh.  We want our young people to be safe on the road and their bikes to be safe when in our 

cycle stores.  Over the summer our CCTV system was upgraded to cover our existing sheds and we are looking to 

source funding to provide an additional secure store. 

Our bike club starts on 25 September where we will take young people on led rides until the October holiday.  After 

the October holiday we will move indoors and go through basic bike maintenance and repair so that our cyclists will 

be able to check and maintain their own bikes.  If anyone is interested in joining the group, they should give their 

name to Mr Cotter. 

Whilst the majority of our cyclists are sensible and safe, we have had some report of our young people riding 

dangerously on the roads around the school.  If your young person cycles to school, it would be appreciated if you 

could remind them of basic road safety.  The main complaints we get include: 

• Young people pulling out without checking the road is clear 

• Jumping traffic lights or crossing the pedestrian crossings on red 

• Cycling on the pavement 

• Cycling in the centre of the road 

• Pulling wheelies on the road/pavement 
 

Working alongside Sustrans, we are pleased to be able to offer D-Locks to young people in order to keep their bikes 

safe.  A D-lock is the best way to keep a bike safe and they offer a significant improvement over any form of cable 

lock. The price of these locks is £10, which is even cheaper than a certain online retailer! If you would like to 

purchase one of these locks, they can be paid for through Parent Pay.  Once the lock has been paid for, simply ask 

your young person to come to the office to collect their lock. 

For details on how to use a D-lock effectively, please follow the link below: 

 



 

 

http://www.onguardlock.com/how-to-guides 

 

 

 
 

Art Walk Porty 

Greta McMillan (S3) will be exhibiting at The Ramp house as part of Art Walk Porty this weekend. She paints with her eyes 

using digital software, and the Mapping Sweden series was inspired by places and experiences on a trip to Sweden this 

Summer, with funding from Time to Shine Young Scot / Creative Scotland, and John Watson Trust. If you want to know 

more, remember to ask her in school. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parental Engagement Opportunity 
 
We are delighted that Connect, formerly the Scottish Parent Teacher Council are coming to Portobello to 
offer parents an opportunity to find out more about how to get involved with the school. This event will 
take place on Monday 23 September and booking is essential as places are limited. This is open to parents 
of children at cluster primaries as well as the high school. Further information below and booking at the 
following link on a first come, first served basis https://portobelloparents.eventbrite.com 

 

http://www.onguardlock.com/how-to-guides
https://portobelloparents.eventbrite.com/


 

 
 


