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September 2016 

 

Dear Parent or Carer,  

 

Move to New School Building 

 

As we enter our final days of operation in the Duddingston Road building that has been our home for 51 years, I 

would like to share information and arrangements about our move to our new site on Milton Road. 

 

Closure Days 

Before the end of session, I wrote to you to let you know that we would close early for the October holidays and 

open slightly later after the holiday, to allow staff to pack and unpack. A reminder of the key dates is below: 

Wednesday 12 October - Last day of operation in current building 

Thursday 13 and Friday 14 October - School closed to pupils to allow staff to pack 

Monday 17 - Friday 21 October - October Holiday 

Monday 24 & Tuesday 25 October - School closed to pupils to allow staff to unpack and set up 

Wednesday 26 October - In Service Training  

Thursday 27 October - Pupils return - First day of full operation in new building 

 

Some families have indicated that they are concerned about the potential for disruption to learning arising from the 

extended pupil break. Teaching staff have been planning with this in mind and, in addition, we will be making 

work available to pupils before the October holiday and on the school website. This will involve optional extension 

and consolidation tasks which pupils can choose to do in order to keep their learning going during the extended 

break. 

 

Orientation Visits 

As you will appreciate, moving such a big school is a challenge! While everyone is excited, there may be some 

natural feelings of trepidation too. To help ensure a smooth transition, we plan to take pupils to visit the new 

building on Tuesday 11 October. This will be done by house in Key Adult Groups within the time slots below.  

Visit 1 Abercorn House - 8.30 - 10.30 

Visit 2 Brunstane House - 10.00 - 12.00 

Visit 3 Crichton House - 11.15 - 13.15 

Visit 4 Duddingston House - 1.00 - 3.00 

We would like to ask for around 60 parent volunteers to help on this day. This would involve being attached to a 

Key Adult Group for the walk from Duddingston Road to Milton Road, a tour round the new building and the 

return walk. It offers a great opportunity for parents to see the new building as well. Interested parents should 

contact the school office on admin@portobello.edin.sch.uk or 0131 669 2324 by noon on Thursday 6 October, 

stating whether they can be available to accompany any visit or only at a specific time. In the event that we have 

more volunteers than we can accommodate, names will be drawn from a hat. Please note that it may not be possible 

to attach parents to their child(ren)'s Key Adult Group. 

 

The logistics of moving more than 1400 people from one site to another, mean that we will require to suspend the 

timetable and pupils will be in Key Adult Groups for the day on Tuesday 11 October. While normal classes will not 

operate, we will be making good use of the time to brief pupils on a range of topics, undertake some consultation 

with them as well as some House competitions.  
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Arrangements for Catering at the New School 

Our new diner will be named Rusty's in memory of Graham Peacock, our late Head Janitor. Graham gave very long 

and dedicated service to Portobello High School and knew more than most how much we needed a new building. 

The new facilities for catering and dining will be one of the biggest improvements to the pupil experience and our 

school catering team have been hard at work coming up with new menus and a new approach for the new setting - 

free tasters will be available to pupils during interval on Tuesday 4 October.  

We are very pleased that we will be the very first school in Edinburgh which will be able to take advantage of the 

latest technology in biometrics to ensure that meals and snacks are paid for as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

Essentially, pupils will access their account via a fingertip reader rather than through a PIN or a swipe card, saving 

time for pupils and staff and avoiding the possibility of lost cards and forgotten numbers. Further information is 

attached but please note that any parent who does not wish their child to take part in this scheme, must let the 

school office know by noon on Friday 7 October. If you have any questions, please contact the school office.  

 

Respecting our Current Surroundings 

As the days go by, pupils are becoming understandably excited about the prospect of the move and there is 

certainly a buzz around the school. It is important, though, that these high spirits do not get out of hand. We have 

seen a slight rise in the number of incidents of unruly behaviour and vandalism and complaints from neighbours 

over the last few days and we have also heard suggestions that there may be some pupils planning to mark the last 

days of the current building by causing disruption. It goes without saying, that we will continue to expect high 

standards of behaviour at all times and poor behaviour will be met with serious consequences including police 

involvement where appropriate. Please support us by discussing the need for continued respect of our current 

building and its surroundings with your child(ren).  

 

First Day for Pupils - Thursday 27 October 

In order to allow as smooth a start as possible, start times for pupils on their first day back have been amended 

slightly to allow us to get them all in, though a special assembly and settled in an orderly fashion. Please see details 

below: 

Abercorn House – Pupils to arrive for 8.30 am 

Brunstane House – Pupils to arrive for 9.00am  

Crichton House – Pupils to arrive for 9.30 am 

Duddingston House – Pupils to arrive for 10.00am 

Please support us by ensuring that your youngster(s) arrive at school in time for the start time listed and not far in 

advance of it.  

 

Open Day 

The date of the official opening of the new school has yet to be confirmed. Please note that it is our intention to 

hold a separate community Open Day to allow parents and members of the community to see around the new 

building. Once a date has been confirmed, we will let you know. Images of the new building as it takes shape are 

also available via our school Twitter account, @portobellohigh 

 

Finally, I would like to thank parents for their support at this particularly busy time for the school. Along with 

school staff, I look forward to welcoming your youngsters to the new school and beginning a new chapter in the 

history of Portobello High School. Meantime, please do get in touch if you have any question or concerns.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Ruth McKay 

Head Teacher 


