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SPRING NEWSLETTER 

Our ref:  RMcK / NT 

March 2016 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 

We have reached the end of another term and I am pleased to share some school news 

with you. It has, once again, been a busy term! 
 

Staffing Update 

As always in a big school, there have been a number of staffing changes in recent 

weeks.  

 

Ms Hume returned to her post as Pupil Support Leader for Abercorn House, following 

Mr Cotter’s arrival. This means that Mrs Scott has returned to the Biology department. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank both Mrs Hume and Mrs Scott for all they 

did in their acting posts.  

 

Mr Russell of our Maths Department left us during February after several years’ service 

to take up a post closer to home in the Borders. We thank Mr Russell for all he has done 

for Portobello High School and wish him all the best. We will be joined by two new 

Maths teachers after the break – Mr Pilfold and Ms Yeoman – and we look forward to 

welcoming them to Portobello. 

 

Ms D Luty, who was undertaking maternity cover in our Social Subjects faculty, leaves 

us for a post in Perth and Kinross. We wish her well and thank her for her service and 

look forward to welcoming Mrs Banks back from maternity leave shortly.  

 

Ms Hutchison of our Computing Department, has begun her maternity leave and we 

send our congratulations on to her and Mr Myles of CDT on the birth of their son.  

 

The end of term also saw us wish Mrs Allan of our Chemistry Department all the best as 

she began her maternity leave. 
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Graham Peacock 

 

 
 

Everyone connected with Portobello High School was shocked and saddened by the 

passing of Graham Peacock, known to generations of Porty pupils as ‘Rusty’. Coming 

so soon after he retired from the post of Head Janitor at Christmas, his death was 

deeply felt by the school community.  Portobello and Joppa Parish Church was packed 

with colleagues and friends past and present for the service to celebrate his life and it 

seemed very fitting that the music for the occasion was provided by our own pupils and 

staff from the Music Department. Graham embodied the community spirit of Porty High 

over nearly 35 years’ service and will be greatly missed by all. Our thoughts and 

sympathies are with Graham’s wife, Joyce, and their family.  
 

National Examinations 

With the examination period is now a matter of weeks away and we have emphasised 

to our senior pupils that they should be engaged in intensive study at this point.  I hope 

youngsters have found the revision classes on offer recently, helpful.  We wish our 

senior pupils every success in the upcoming examinations. 

 
Suspended Timetable 

Earlier this session we had taken the decision that the Suspended Timetable would not 

run in the usual format as we were expecting to be engaged in preparations for moving 

school at that time. Now that the move has been delayed, we will be running a 

Suspended Timetable, though this may still look a little different than usual due to the 

late change of plans. Thanks to all those who are working to ensure our pupils have an 

enjoyable end to the term. I really would like to emphasise that taking pupils out of 

school for a holiday as an alternative is discouraged.  Requests for holidays that need to 

be taken in term time must be accompanied by an employer’s letter. 

 
Rotary Scholarship 
 

Despite the challenge of an increased application for scholarships, we are delighted 

that Kathy Marriott one of our S6 pupils has been awarded a scholarship to study in 

Georgia, America next academic year. Many thanks to Mrs Williamson for her work 

with the scheme and to Mr Hart, of Portobello Rotary Club for his great support.  Last 

year’s scholarship recipients, Caitlin Warren and Maryann Murphy have had the most 

fantastic time and have kept in touch with the school through e-mails. 
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Lessons from Auschwitz 
 

As part of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project two of our 

S6 students, Helen McBrierty and Alex Scotford, visited Auschwitz-Birkenau.  An 

important outcome of this project was to share what they had learned about the 

Holocaust with others.  Helen and Alex talked about their experience to the S3s and 

gathered questions to ask Zigi Shipper, a Holocaust survivor who visited the school on 

29th January.  They compered the event and filmed it so that an extract from Zigi’s talk 

could be shown to all pupils during Key Adult Time.  An exhibition featuring 

photographs of the girls’ visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau and art work by some of our S3 

pupils was also put together by Helen and Alex for Holocaust Memorial Day and to 

coincide with Zigi’s visit.  The theme this year was ‘Don’t Stand By’. 
 

Holocaust Survivor  
 

At the end of January, we were privileged to have a visit from a survivor of the 

Holocaust, Zigi Shipper, who shared his testimony with all of our S3 pupils.  The 

assembly hall was full and Zigi had the pupils (and staff who were present) transfixed 

by the story of his experiences.  Zigi also hosted a workshop with some of our S6 

pupils.   

 

Zigi was born on 18th January 1930 in Łodz, Poland.  Following his parents’ divorce he 

lived with his grandparents.  In 1940 Zigi and his grandparents were forced to move 

into the Łodz ghetto.  In 1941, all children, elderly and disabled people, including Zigi 

and his grandmother, were rounded up and put on lorries to be deported from the 

ghetto. Zigi managed to jump off the lorry and escaped back into the ghetto where he 

remained, working in the metal factory, until the ghetto’s liquidation in 1944. When the 

ghetto was liquidated, all of the people from the metal factory were put onto cattle 

trucks and sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  

 

A few weeks after arriving at Auschwitz-Birkenau, all of the surviving workers from the 

metal factory were sent to a concentration camp near Danzig. With the Russians 

advancing, Zigi and the rest of his group were sent on a Death March, arriving in the 

German naval town of Neustadt. Here there was a British air attack, and during the 

chaos that followed Zigi realised that all of the Nazis had left. They were surrounded by 

British troops and liberated on 3rd May 1945. 

  

Zigi finally arrived in the UK in 1947, where he married and had a family. He now lives 

in Hertfordshire and regularly shares his testimony in schools across the country. 
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S3 History Trip – New Lanark World Heritage Site 

S3 History pupils enjoyed a day out to New Lanark on Tuesday 15th March to learn 

more about nineteenth century cotton factories and what life was like for those that 

lived and worked there. Pupils took a ride on the Annie McLeod Experience, explored 

a nineteenth century classroom, took a trip into the homes and shops of past New 

Lanark residents, and saw a cotton mill in action! The pupils were excellent and really 

engaged. Great day out for all! 

 

Careers Convention 

This year we enjoyed another successful Careers Convention. Over 40 contributors 

attended the event and offered a wide range of expert knowledge to support our 

young people in their learning pathways choices. The event was attended by all S2, S4 

and S5 pupils during the day and many returned in the evening with their families.  

Many thanks to Mrs Ritchie and the Careers Committee for organising the event and to 

our partnership agencies for their support. 

Photos from our very successful Careers Convention which was held on 25th February. 

    

Fashion Show 

Our S6 Fashion show will be held on Thursday, 21st April 2016 Further information will 

follow. 
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Eco Committee - School Grounds Saturday Surgery 

Our Eco Team stalwarts have continued to work hard this term: as well as working on a 

project focused on transport issues around Portobello, they have run a Car Free/Car 

Share day, continued to offer a monthly Fairtrade stall and enlisted the help of staff and 

parents to do a makeover on our biodiversity garden on Saturday, 19th March. These 

before and after photos show our spruced-up flowerbeds and paths - a big thank you to 

everyone who came along. We're keen to have more volunteers to help pot some of 

our plants after summer in preparation for the move to the new building, so if you're 

interested please check the website for updates. 

BEFORE 

        

AFTER 

 

      

PHS also hosted an Edinburgh Eco-Schools training session on Friday, 11th March 2016, 

sharing good practice with other schools and nurseries looking to apply for Green Flag 

awards in the authority. 
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International Women’s Day 

The S6 Library Prefects chose to celebrate International Women’s Day by decorating 

the Library with pictures and information about their favourite influential women 

 

U16 Scotland Football Squad 

Andy Irving 4D2 has been selected for the U16 Scotland Football Squad. 

PHS - New School 

 

The Parent Council have now toured the building and were very impressed with what 

they saw. 

 

The teaching walls are built in many classrooms, FTT kitchens are mostly installed and 

Science rooms are well underway. 

 

A selection of photos from this visit below: 

 

               
 

 

http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/international-womens-day
http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/u16-scotland-football-squad
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PE is the final department to go through their requirements and have recently 

commented on the floor plans / layouts of the games hall, gymnasium and PE studio 

and swimming pool.   

 

There is a real push to finish of all aspects of design and furniture, signage and room 

numbering. 

 

The Welcome Wall Art completion was won by Niamh Mackintosh, 1A2 and a prize 

awarded to Rosie Hunter 2B1 who was a close runner up. Both girls win vouchers. The 

standard of entries was really high and thanks to Art department colleagues for their 

effort in making this happen. 

Celebrations for closure of the current building 

 

We are looking at ways of celebrating the closure of the old Portobello High School 

and there has been discussions on how we go ahead with this. 

We are planning a couple of open days but in order to do so we need your help. 

Can you help with the following? 

 Did you attend Portobello High School? – send us your name and date of 

attending – (If female – your maiden name) 

 School Memorabilia 

 School Photos 

 Photos of yourself at school 

 How many generations of your family have attended Portobello High School 

 Do you know of anyone who attended Portobello High School and has gone on to 

be successful in business or in their career? 

 Newspaper cuttings 

 Medals / Cups 

 Report Cards 

All memorabilia donated for our event will be returned to you. 

Please contact Nicola.todd@portobello.edin.sch.uk for further information or to pass 

on any documentation, etc. or telephone (0131) 669 2324. 

http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/celebrations-for-closure-of-the-current-building
mailto:Nicola.todd@portobello.edin.sch.uk
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In preparation for our move to the new site we are responding to many requests for 

opportunities to remember the years we have spent as a school community in our 

current building, which opened on 1 December 1964. 

An exciting programme of celebrations will be launched with a music concert on 
Thursday, 28 April.  The old school building will be open to the general public for 

guided tours on the afternoon of Friday, 3 June and from 10:00 to 16:00 hrs on 

Saturday, 4 June 2016. 

Some classrooms will be fitted out with memorabilia from each decade of the life of the 

building, and visiting former pupils will be encouraged to share their memories and 

/or sign their names on displays. 

A café and exhibition will be in place, where we hope to honour some of our former 

pupils who have excelled in their chosen fields. 

Information and details will be updated on the school website as they happen. 

Library Resources 
 

The Library is always looking for good quality fiction/non-fiction books and magazines.  

If you have any books you no longer want that are in good condition, and suitable for 

students, please consider donating them to the Library.  If you receive a magazine 

subscription for a magazine that you feel may interest students please consider 

donating your back issues.  Thanks!    
 

SPRING CONCERT 

As part of the “Farewell to Porty” celebrations our Spring concert will be held on 
Thursday, 28th April at 7 p.m. 

Come and join in with our 

 Junior & Senior Wind Band 

 “Spurtle” Group 

 Samba Band 

 String Orchestra 

 Jazz Band 

 Ukelele Group 

 Guitar Ensemble 

 Cello Ensemble 

 Junior Vocal Group 

 Soloists 

Tickets will be on sale from the School Office, from Wednesday, 13th April – £6 adult 

– £3 concession (OAP and children under 18).  Due to the high demand the tickets will 

not be reserved for collection on the night. 
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Charity Event 

The senior Retailing class organised and implemented a charity event and raised an 

impressive £405 for the Sick Kids Foundation charity! 

S1 Geography Orienteering Test 

Our winning and runner up teams in the S1 Geography orienteering test today!  Good 

to be outdoors. 

            

Portobello Rotary Club Young Musician of the Year competition  

Congratulations to: 

Daniel Torbett-Schofield and Kieran Brown who beat off hot competition to win the 

instrumental and vocal prizes in the first round of the Portobello Rotary Club Young 

Musician of the Year competition. They now go forward to the Semi-final at Heriot Watt 

University (Riccarton) on Wednesday, 10th February 2016.  Supporters are welcome; 

the competition starts at 7 p.m. 

Jen Cassidy in S4 who successfully auditioned for Scottish Opera in Glasgow and has 

been offered a place on their Gateway Course which runs for a week in July.  Jen will 

work with a range of professionals including composers, conductors, directors, 

designers, choreographers and singers. 

S2 GEOGRAPHY: GLOBALISATION UNIT 

For the Geography unit on globalisation and sustainability, S2 pupils study the different 

sides of the debate for sustainable palm oil. 

Palm oil is in 50% of all the products we buy, from margarine to skincare, and many 

people don’t realise that this ingredient is often being harvested from plantations 

where the labourers are poorly paid and native wildlife such as orangutans are chased 

out or killed if found in their former habitat. 

http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/s1-geography-orienteering-test
http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/s2-geography-globalisation-unit
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After debating the issue, class 2D decided that the big issue here isn’t that consumers 

don’t care, but a lack of awareness, so they took to the streets of Porty, with the help of 

an orangutan friend or two! Although the majority of the people surveyed were aware 

of the palm oil issue, only 31% of people surveyed guessed that palm oil is in half of 

our household products. 

         

 
Gallipoli Education Project School’s Conference 

 

Miss Thow accompanied two S5 students, Aimee Combe and Cameron Downing to 

Birmingham in March to attend a one day conference about Gallipoli.  Aimee and 

Cameron created a table top display about their trip to Gallipoli in October 2015 and 

Cameron and Miss Thow gave a presentation about students on Portobello High 

School’s Roll of Honour who died in Gallipoli.   

 

Following the conference the school hosted an Australian student, Kobi Watson, for a 

day.  Kobi is believed to be the youngest grandson of a Gallipoli veteran and received 

Government funding to attend the Dawn Service in Gallipoli in April 2015.  Kobi spoke 

to classes about his experience and found out more about our own research. 

 
World Book Day 

 

The winner of the Portobello Book Bake Off was Erin Crawford and Murrin Loftus.  Their 

book shelf themed cake impressed the S6 judges.  Now Miss Thow has to bake it!   

 

Other World Book Day celebrations included a (very competitive!) lunch time book 

quiz, a competition to guess the member of staff’s favourite book, and a trip to 

Holyrood High School to meet young adult author Rachel Caine. 

IPads 

We are very lucky to have so many iPads in use in school. Evaluation of the use of iPads 

with our pupils has shown real promise with both pupils and the staff reporting better 

engagement in learning and higher levels of motivation through the use of IT to support 

learning. IPads also represent a very significant level of investment for the school, so 

we are keen to ensure that their benefits are maximised – some practical tips for 

parents follow.  
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With regard to the costs of repairing or replacing lost or damaged iPads, a letter 

detailing the parental contribution was sent to Parents / Carers in S3 / S4 / S5 / S6 at the 

end of last year with a tear off slip to be signed, dated and returned. A copy of this 

letter can be found here: 

http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/phs/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-re-

iPads.pdf  

or on the school website on page 21. 

Please note that a number of families have not acknowledged this letter or the 

reminders sent out by the school office. Accordingly, we will assume that families who 
have not returned the letter are in agreement unless we hear otherwise by Friday, 

15th April 2016. 

 
Using the iPad and Internet 

Practical Tips for Parents 

Here are some non-prescriptive tips that might help you monitor your youngster’s 

digital activity when they are using the iPad, Internet or any Internet enabled device.  

Share the Experience 

 

You could  

 

 Ask your youngster to demonstrate the way they use their iPad for school 

 Ask your youngster to teach to you how to use the iPad 

 Have a play with the iPad and apps by yourself to better understand how they 

work 

 Talk about Internet activities openly and freely  
 

Monitoring Activity 

 

 Have your youngster use the iPad in a shared family area where you can monitor 

how long your child is online, as well as the websites your child is visiting  

 

 The case provided with the iPad allows the device to sit comfortably on a table at 

an angle, allowing you to view activities 

 

 You may want to consider 

o where in the house the iPad can be used 

o where it is to be stored when not in use 

 Staff set a variety of tasks to be completed at home, some of which require iPad 

use and some don’t 

 

http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/phs/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-re-iPads.pdf
http://portobellohighschool.org.uk/phs/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-re-iPads.pdf
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 Teachers use a variety of learning environments on the iPad, such as Edmodo 

and Showbie.  If your youngster uses these for a subject, you can request a 

parent access code that will allow you to see the materials/work/tasks that the 

teacher has set  You will need internet access to view this 

 

 Youngsters are encouraged to record homework, important dates etc. on their 

iPad using the calendar 

 

 A good night’s sleep is important - beware of allowing your youngster to take 

their iPad to bed  

 You can check the history in Safari or any web browser they may have used 

 
General Internet Safety 

 If you would like further information about how to set up filtering of your own 

Internet provision at home, contact your Internet Service Provider.  Some useful 

information relating to the main broadband providers can be found at 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Primary/Tools/Parental-controls 

Writing 

Congratulations to Jessie Hardie (5C2) who has had her piece of writing ‘Silencing the 

Demon’ published in the March edition of the Dyslexia Scotland Magazine. 

Parental Survey  

Many thanks to all those parents and careers who took time to respond to the City of 

Edinburgh’s annual survey of parent and carer views. This went out to a random 

sample of 25% of parents and I’m pleased to say that the response rate for Portobello 

High School was healthy. Responses were received just before the holiday and we look 

forward to responding to points raised in due course. 

 
Parent / Carer Communication 

Please could parents / carers inform us immediately of any changes to pupil 

information: 

 

 Telephone Numbers 

 Mobile numbers 

 Addresses 

 E-mail addresses 

 Doctors 

 

As you will appreciate, it is important we have up-to-date contact for emergencies. 

 

http://browsers.about.com/od/howtousemobilebrowser1/ss/safari-ipad-manage-browsing-history_4.htm
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Primary/Tools/Parental-controls
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24 hour Absence Call 

Can I please remind you of the telephone number to call when your youngster is going 
to be absent from school?  The number to call is 657 9057. 

 
Holiday Dates 

I hope pupils and families are now enjoying their holidays. The better weather and 

lighter nights are very welcome.  

 
School returns on Monday, 11th April 2016 at 8:30 a.m. for pupils and staff. 

 

There are three Holiday Mondays in April and May: 

 
Monday, 18th April 

Monday, 2nd May 2016 

Monday, 23rd May 2016 

 
The final In-Service day of the session is on Thursday, 5th May 2016. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 
Ruth McKay 

Head Teacher 

 


