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Dear Parent / Carer 

 

I am sure you feel as I do, that the end of term and the Christmas holiday has came upon us at an alarming rate.  As we 

approach the final days of 2014, I appreciate being able to keep you up-to-date with school news through this 

newsletter. 

 
Important Dates 

 The school will close for the Christmas break on  

Friday, 19th December 2014 at 12:15 p.m. 

 The start date for the new term for STAFF is  

Monday, 5th January 2015 – (In Service Day) 

 School begins for PUPILS on  

Tuesday, 6th January 2015 at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Staffing Changes 

There has been some movement within the staff with secondments and promotions.  I am pleased to report that Mrs 

Falconer (Curriculum Leader – Social Subjects) has been seconded to Knox Academy in East Lothian as Depute Head 

Teacher until the end of session.  Mr Goodfellow has joined us from Gracemount High School to take up her post as 

(Acting) Curriculum Leader – Social Subjects in the interim. 

 

Mr McNiven (Acting Pupil Support Leader) enjoyed his time as a Pupil Support Leader and has been successful in 

gaining a permanent position at Blairgowrie High.  He started there on 3rd December 2014.  Mr McNiven was a really 

popular member of staff and will be missed, but we wish him well as he returns to his roots in Perthshire.  Mr Knight 

from Gracemount High has been successful in his appointment to the post vacated by Mr McNiven as (Acting) Pupil 

Support Leader which will continue until the end of the session. 

 

The Office has welcomed a new member of staff, Ms Levy, she has joined as a Clerical Assistant. 

 

In Food and Textile Technology we have appointed Mrs McDonald to take up the post of Pupil Support Assistant 

 

Mr McBirnie (Music department) is moving with his family to Oman.  Mrs Karpa has been appointed to this post and 

will join us in January 2015. 

 

Our School Chaplain Rev. Peter Webster has retired and settled on the West coast.  He has been a pillar of strength for 

us over the years.  Staff and pupils will miss his warmth, kindness and thought - provoking Assemblies. 

 
Staff News 

There is baby news - Mrs Young (Mathematics) has had a son named Ben, Mrs Henderson a daughter named Joy, Mrs 

Sinclair (English) a daughter named Vaila and Mrs Hooker (Mathematics) a son called Arran.  We are certainly 

contributing to keep future school rolls healthy! 

 
Prelims – S4 / S5 / S6 

Our senior pupils are approaching their preliminary examination diet in January and we hope that it will be a 

successful period for our pupils.  It is important that they study hard over the next few weeks and that they keep up a 

steady focus from now until the national examinations in May.  Please support us as parents / carers by insisting on 

intensive revision, during and beyond the festive season. 

 

We made really good progress with the implementation of the new national qualifications for our S4 pupils last year 

and we are enjoying increased confidence this session. I know our current S4 pupils are working very hard and 

making good progress. I am aware from staff that the work being produced by them is of a high calibre. 

 

This year we have a mixed economy of old and new Highers being delivered.  Staff are working hard and feel 

confident about progress being made. 



 
Resources / Information for Parents / Carers 

 

Education Scotland has produced national information for parents / carers which may be of further interest.  You will 

find the link to the National Parent Forum website on our school website. 

 

There is information on Nationals in a Nutshell, New Highers in a Nutshell, Skills in a Nutshell and Senior Phase 

progression. 
 

P7 Open Evening 

It was a pleasure to welcome prospective pupils and their parents / carers to our P7 Open Evening in September.  

There was a tremendous turnout.  The feedback we received from our visitors was very positive indeed and we look 

forward to new families joining our school community. 
 

Adverse Weather Conditions 

As we settle into winter, should we face adverse weather conditions, please listen to Radio Forth early in the morning 

for an update on the impact of the weather.  Please also ensure that younger pupils approach staff if there are 

difficulties related to journeys or access to home, should the school close early due to a deterioration in weather 

conditions.  Modern technology has proved very useful in helping us contact parents / carers speedily, when needed. 

 
New School – Latest Update 

You will be aware from our own communication channels and from local publications that the sod cutting ceremony for 

the new school was held in October.  It was such an exciting day.  I was delighted to be able to share the occasion with 

two first year and two second year pupils. 

 

Those who pass by the park site will notice that work is continuing apace.  I have attached a detailed communication 

from the building contractors, Balfour Beattie which gives you a more detailed update to accompany this newsletter. 

 
P.E. Department – Participation Policy 

 

Recently the P.E. Department has had to respond to an increasing number of phone calls from the school office, who in 

turn appear to be receiving an increasing number of calls from parents / carers requesting that their child be excused 

from participating in P.E. We would appreciate support from parents / carers regarding our policy which is outlined 

below: 

 

The P.E. Department aim to have 100% participation by all pupils in every lesson.  It is understood, however, that 

there are occasions when pupils will be unable to take a full active part in a lesson due to a medical condition or as 

they recover from illness or injury. When this happens, P.E. staff will endeavour to keep such pupils as involved as 

possible so that they can continue their learning alongside their classmates. To achieve this, pupils are required to 

bring their P.E. kit on every occasion that the subject appears on their timetable so that that they are equipped to 

participate to their maximum in each lesson. As well as taking part in limited parts of the activities pupils may also be 

asked to act as a referee, timekeeper, score-keeper, observer, etc. thereby gaining knowledge from the lesson. 
Pupils Excused PE - Pupils should only be excused from participation in P.E. if they have a signed note from a parent 

or carer. Parents / Carers should refrain from phoning the school in order to request that their child be excused from 

participating in P.E. 

 
BBC – WW1 Project 

 

We have really enjoyed involvement with the WW1 project.  The broadcasts related to this project were aired earlier 

this year on BBC Radio Scotland and we have received really positive feedback from a whole range of sources.  The 

trip to the WW1 Battlefields was a feature of the project and the pupils involved in this learnt so much.  The project 

culminated in a commemoration ceremony to mark the centenary of the outbreak of WW1.  Project work was 

exhibited and the ceremony itself was led by pupils who presented a moving event with singing, poetry and dramatic 

presentations.  Our new school Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Stewart Weaver shared some words to close the ceremony, before 

a live performance of the Last Post by one of our senior pupils, Adam Wells. 

 
Lessons from Auschwitz 
 

We were privileged to have a Holocaust survivor, Harry Bibring, visit the school.  Mr Bibring spoke to our S3 pupils 

and some senior pupils about his life experience.  It was an event which had great impact. 

 
Scottish Parliament – Public Petitions Committee 
 

Alexander Fraser (S4) has presented a petition to the Scottish Parliament as part of his work toward the Religious and 

Moral Education Values in Action unit.  He is campaigning for the teaching sustainability to be mandatory in Scottish 

schools and he is also campaigning to ban all single use disposable plastic bags.  Last month he was invited to the 

Scottish Parliament to speak in front of the committee.  Look out for his petition on line. 

 



Rock Trust 
 

A few of our senior pupils, Sam Torbett-Schofield, Assad Khan, Daniel Torbett-Schofield, Lois Forbes and Kathy 

Marriott did a sponsored sleep out, overnight outdoors, to raise money for the Rock Trust, a charity that help homeless 

young people in Scotland. 

 
Parent Council Cabaret 

As a result of the success of last year’s Cabaret, a date has been set aside for this year’s Cabaret of 6th February 2015.  

A number of our pupils will perform, accompanied by Mrs Sumerling and Mr Barker.  I hope you can join us for a 

reprise of the terrific event of last session.  This is such a good evening, it would be great if you could be part of it. 

 
Parent Council Fashion Show 
 

The annual event is planned for 5th March 2015.  It is always a great event which our S6 pupils enjoy greatly.  Please 

join us if you can. 

 
International Link with Kiurani Secondary School 

We were disappointed to have to cancel the visit of staff and pupils to our partner school of Kiurani in Kenya.  It was 

felt that the terrorist unrest in the region posed a risk to the safety of our pupils and staff.  We hope that we can re-

schedule a visit in the future. 

 

We were delighted however to be able to welcome from Kenya two members of staff and two pupils to the school in 

September of this year.  They really enjoyed spending time with staff and pupils and experiencing all that Edinburgh 

and the surrounding area has to offer.  It is lovely that our link continues to grow. 

 
Eco School 

For more information why not follow the Eco Committee’s blog at: 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk /ce/PortobelloEcoBlog. 

 
Humanitarian Trip to Ghana 

 

We faced further disappointment in that we have had to cancel the trip planned to Ghana for June 2015.  It was felt that 

the Ebola crisis facing Africa had the potential to spread and it was felt that safety of pupils and staff again was of 

paramount importance.  Again we hope to reschedule this in the future. 

 
Technology Project 

In early December, S2 pupils were issued with iPad minis to support their learning.  The devices have been well 

received by pupils who look forward to using them in many classes in a variety of ways.  For example, pupils are using 

the devices to make presentations, carry out research tasks and are even being used by some teachers to ‘flip’ 

learning!  We will be looking for feedback from parents /carers of S2 pupils in the New Year. 

 



Scottish Space School 

 

One of this year’s S6 pupils Jack Gargan was selected to attend the Scottish Space School.  He writes about his 

experience below: 

 
I was delighted to be one of the ten Scottish Physics and Mathematics’ students selected to enjoy a trip to NASA in Houston, Texas and 

Cape Canaveral, Florida with the Scottish Space School.  I have always had a profound interest in space exploration and hope to pursue 

a career path where I can contribute to this effort in some capacity.  My time in NASA helped make this a tangible goal by highlighting 

the career options available in this field and also informing my choice at university.  I could not have asked for a better opportunity! 

 

The highlight of the experience for me was meeting a plethora of inspirational people.  We met many NASA and ESA astronauts, 

including British Astronaut Tim Peake.  In addition, we met physicists, space engineers and space-exploration royalty Gene Kranz – 

some of whom agreed to assist me in my Science Baccalaureate research.  We also enjoyed tours of the Johnson Space Centre and 

Kennedy Space Centre and visits to the University of Houston and Rice University.  I would definitely encourage any current S5 pupils 

who are interested in space, science or technology to apply for the 2015 programme – you will have the time of your life!                                          

Jack Gargan – (S6) 

Tea Dance 

We were pleased to be able to support Standard Life staff at a local Tea Dance that they hold for senior citizens in the 

community.  The school’s Ceilidh band “The Spurtle” provided musical entertainment and our senior pupils acted as 

waiters and waitresses.  We received some lovely letters from local people who thoroughly enjoyed the event.  A 

number of our pupils were persuaded to join in the dancing too.  A few pupils claim it has been the best social 

occasion of the year so far! 

 
Food Production Challenge 

Our S2 pupils were involved in a cross-curricular food production challenge this term.  They worked in teams to 

devise a recipe and cook a Spanish tortilla.  Beyond involvement of the Food and Textile Technology department, 

Craft, Design and Technology, Art and Design, Music, Modern Languages, Mathematics and P.E. developed the 

project with a variety of challenges including designing packaging, inventing jingles, learning Spanish, etc.  This 

project was a great success. 

 

The winning team, having created the tortilla comprised of Mushrooms, Sweet Chilli, Oregano and Onion.  The 

winning group were S2 pupils, Ruby Turvey, Lauren Wright and Kinga Zrombkowska. 

 
Rotary Young Musician Competition 

There was a tremendous array of talent at the Rotary Young Musician Competition this year.  Each entrant was worthy 

of being a winner.  We were delighted that pupils from Holy Rood High School and Castlebrae High School took part 

in the competition. 

 

After much deliberation, the two pupils who achieved success and who will go forward to the next stage of the 

competition are, one of our seniors, Andrew Taylor – (S5) – Piano and from Holyrood High School – Linzi Devers – 

Voice. 

 

Two runners-up were commended one of our senior guitarists, Chris McColm (S6) and one of our singers, Robyn 

Canning (S5). 

 

S6 Course for Young Drivers 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and Police Scotland ran a course for our S6 pupils earlier this term.  The course was 

aimed at young people who have started to drive recently or intend to drive in the near future.  It covered all aspects 

of road safety and offered information essential to achieving high quality driving skills.  A significant number of our S6 

pupils attended and they found it to be a really supportive event. 

 
Mentors in Violence Prevention – (MVP) 

We are really proud to be part of this national pilot project which encourages people to challenge aggressive and 

inappropriate behaviour.  The project, MVP (Mentors in Violence Prevention) Scotland, is modelled on a programme 

used in schools, Universities and Armed Forces training facilities across the USA.  It uses a “bystander” approach, 

encouraging people to take a stand against harassment, abuse and violence, rather than just ignoring it.  This year’s 

student mentors have been trained and are engaged in delivering sessions to our S1 pupils. 

 



Porty Does Strictly 

Friday, 5th December 2014 saw Portobello High School transformed into a glitter ball of delight as 7 pupil and 7 staff 

couples danced the night away to demonstrate new skills developed through our inter-disciplinary learning project 

entitled ‘Porty does Strictly’. Over the last few weeks, pupils across all year groups have been participating in various 

learning experiences including research and design, IT web development and programming, Physics experiments, 

dance, stage production, interviewing, programme writing and fashion design and manufacture, all relating to the 

theme of the project.  Many people were concerned that the night wouldn’t live up to the standard of the fantastic 

event a year ago but they needn’t have worried.  It was another night of fun and there was great talent on display.  The 

competition was hard fought but the overall winners were announced as one of our 6th year couples Georgia Boyle and 

Stewart Graham.  Congratulations to them on an entertaining and skilful performance. 

 
Sports News 

Results from Edinburgh AND Midlothian Schools Swimming Championships 2014 

 

Emma Crawford:  1st girls 16-18 100m breastroke      2nd girls 16-18 200m breastroke 

Chris McColm:  1st boys 16-18 100m backstroke     1st boys 16-18 100m backstroke 

Iona Hamilton:  4th girls 16-18 100m breastroke       3rd girls 16-18 200m breastroke 

Ellie Gallacher:  2nd girls 16-18 100m backstroke      2nd girls 16-18 200m backstroke 

Anna Scott:   5th girls 16-18 400m freestyle       3rd girls 16-18 100m backstroke 

Jenna McMahon:  6th girls 14-15 200m IM        4th girls 14-15 100m Breastroke 

 

Well done to all swimmers involved in terms of terms of commitment and performance! 

 

Football 

 

Michael Barfoot (S3) and Lewis MacKinnon (S3) have been selected to play for Edinburgh Schools. 

Harry Davies (S5) and Jack Smith (S6) have been selected to play for the senior select at City level.  Harry Davies was 

offered an opportunity recently to play at Meadowbank Stadium in a Celtic v Rangers Old Firm Legends game which 

he really enjoyed. 

 

Andy Irving (S3) has been called to train with the U/15 Scotland Football Squad. 
 

ACTIVE SCHOOL GAMES  
 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were participating in the Active School Secondary Games. The basketball 

team achieved second place, the table tennis team also secured second place and our fantastic boys’ rugby team 

came back with the winner’s trophy! 

 
BASKETBALL 
 

Daniel Murray Smith 2D2  Louis Webster  2C2 

Jo Vanneste  2A2  Lucy Cunningham  2AB1 

Samantha Bryson 2AB1  
 

RUGBY 
 

Cameron Alexander 2A2  Calum Anderson  2B4 

Ollie Campbell  2AB1  Gavin Inkster  2C1 

Lewis Thompson 2D3  Fraser Macrae  2B2 

Michael Pantony 2A1  Cameron Watt  3A2 

Roddy Edgar  3C1  Robert Craigie  1C2 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
 

Katina Talbot  2D1  Jessica Shoemark 2D1 

Filipe Fidaigo  3CD2  Rachel Atkinson 2D1 
 



Charity Work 
 

I am delighted to report that our Charity Fundraising is well under way and we have raised over £3,000 for charitable 

causes.  We realise how important our charity work is and recognising good citizenship.  Charities which have 

benefited so far are: 
 

Orcadia    Poppy Scotland 

The Muir Maxwell Trust  Richmond Hope Bereavement Counselling 

Sports Relief    Marie Curie. 

 

We received a lovely thank you letter from the Children’s Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) informing us that the 

fundraising total from the school over the last number of years is close to £18,000.  They are thrilled with this amount. 

 
S1 Pantomime 

Our annual outing to the Pantomime took place on Thursday, 4th December.  The pupils really enjoyed the event.  Oh 

yes, they did! 
 

Christmas Concert 

It was great to have a full house at our Christmas Concert.  Thank you so much for your support.  It is a delight that the 

musical talent in the school is flourishing.  What was so impressive was to have the whole age range within the school 

performing. 

 
Geography Fieldwork at Kindrogan 

In October, S4, S5 and S6, Portobello High School’s Geography students took to the picturesque setting of Kindrogan 

to carry out various fieldwork techniques.  S4 completed a River Study for their Added Value Assignment. It was a long 

hard day, but pupils learnt so much! 

 
Parking 

Please could parents / carers refrain from parking illegally outside the school (in the bus bay and zig-zag areas).  We 

have had problems recently with buses returning our pupils from the Jack Kane Centre being unable to park close to 

the school.  There have also been a number of complaints from parents / carers who are worried about pupil safety 

due to cars blocking the view and stopping youngsters from crossing the road safely.  The police and parking 

wardens have been alerted to the difficulties by parents / carers and are keeping a close eye on the situation. 

 
Suspended Timetable 
 

I am pleased to announce that the Suspended Timetable will be up and running for June of this session.  I am delighted 

to say staff have come forward to offer a good range of options for the programme.  More detail will follow in due 

course.  I know this news will be well received by parents / carers and pupils after the disappointment of last session. 

 



Young Ambassadors News - Dec 14 

 

 

 

 

Following a very successful all-night Sports’ Fundraiser, Young Ambassadors Iona Hamilton, Ryan Ness and Ellie 

Gallacher presented a cheque to Orcadia Creative Learning Centre. The centre took our pupils on a guided tour 

explaining how the money will be spent. Orcadia offers fantastic opportunities for those with learning difficulties, 

physical disabilities and challenging behaviour. We are more than pleased with the pupils’ our choice for support. 

 

 
 

 

 

Mary’s Meals 

 

 
 

S4 - S6 have brought in items for Mary’s Meals, a charity who work all over the world making sure children have the 

correct equipment to go to school. Dozens of bag packs and hundreds of items to fill them have come in to Portobello 

High over the last few weeks, so a big THANK YOU for that. Here is the S3 Modern Studies class packing the bags, and 

they’re now all wondering who will receive the one they packed. Each bag’s journey to Africa begins…. 
 



Parental Contact with the School 
 

Following discussion at the Parent Council I would like to confirm the following: 

 

 If there are issues of a pastoral nature the first point of contact should be your son or daughter’s Pupil Support 

Leader.  Should the issue be complex, the Depute Head Teacher may become involved. 

 If there are difficulties of an academic nature it is also useful to contact the PSL who will either collect 

information to answer queries or will link with the appropriate Curriculum Leader who will respond. 

 We have developed the Key Adult System to allow for the development of a system where each child is known 

well as they continue through school.  It is hoped that good relationships build up over the years.  Although 

this is an important key persons, formal contact for parents / carers is the Pupil Support Leader. 
 

Holiday Permission 
 

Parents are advised to book holidays outwith term time as absence has a clear impact on progress in school work. A 

recent directive from the Scottish Executive states that permission for family holidays in term time can only be granted 

in exceptional circumstances. These are as follows: 

 Where the family holiday is important to the wellbeing and cohesion of the family, following serious or 

terminal illness, bereavement or other traumatic events. 

 Where evidence is provided by an employer that leave cannot be accommodated during school holidays 

without significant consequences.  A letter should be obtained from employers to confirm this. 

 

If a request does not comply with these circumstances, it is not possible to approve the leave. However, should you 

decide to go ahead with the holiday, the period of absence will be recorded as 'unauthorised absence'. 

Reporting Absences 

Absence Alert Number - 657 9057 

Parents / carers who contact the school absence line by 8:15 a.m. on the first day of their child’s absence will not be 

contacted through the SEEMIS system. 

 
Parental Support 

We rely heavily on parents / carers for support of the school uniform to maintain a high standard of dress and we rely 

on your support to promote punctuality and good attendance.  

 

Could I ask a final favour?  It is important at this time of year that we work together to alert youngsters to the dangers 

of frozen ice on ponds. It is always worrying for us to hear reports of young people acting in a dangerous manner 

when the Figgate Pond freezes over.  Please reinforce this message at home. 

 

We are considering moving to the issue of Newsletters by email.  Please contact the school office if you would like a 

paper copy should this go ahead. 

 

 

Next Session’s Dates - Important 

 

Please note that there is an error in the Calendar which was issued.  After discussion at City level it has 
been decided that the In-service days for staff next August will be Thursday, 13th and Friday, 14th August 

2015.  Pupils will return to school on Monday, 17th August 2015. 

 

 
Finally, I would like to wish all our pupils and their families a very Happy Christmas and every good wish for 2015.  

Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Peigi Macarthur 

Head Teacher 



Construction start 
We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves as Balfour Beatty Construction. We are the 
main contractor carrying out the construction of the new Portobello High School for the City of Edinburgh 
Council. 
We will be commencing the construction of the new Portobello High School early in October 2014.We will 
keep you informed on the progress of the works and any issues affecting the surrounding area on a regular 
basis. 
We intend to hold a Community drop in session on the 25th September 2014 between 4.00pm and 7.30pm 
at the existing Portobello High School in the library. This is just prior to the works commencing and we will 
present our Community engagement plan to all interested residents and businesses who may be affected by 
the construction works. 
Our core working hours will be Monday to Friday 07.30 to 18.00hrs and Saturday 07.30 to 15.30hrs. 
The construction site will have a security presence outwith these working hours. 
It is our intention to carry out our works with minimum disruption and inconvenience to all our neighbours. 
We operate an open door policy where we encourage any concerns and complaints to be brought to our at- 
tention. 

New Portobello High School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2014 
Newsletter 

 

Construction progress 

Works have commenced and we hope that you have not 

had too much inconvenience to date. 

 

To date the perimeter hoarding erection, tree removal and 

top-soil strip have been completed with the earthworks in 

progress at the moment. 

 

We intend to hold another Community drop in session during 

February 2015. This will be to discuss the project and the 

future planned works outside the site that will potentially 

affect the residents 

of Park Avenue. The meeting will be held prior to these works 

commencing. We will be in touch early February to agree a 

location and the format of the session. 

 

Our core working hours will be Monday to Friday 

07.30 to 18.00hrs and Saturday 07.30 to 15.30hrs. 

 

The construction site will have a security presence outwith 

these working hours. 

 

It is our intention to carry out our works with minimum 

disruption and inconvenience to our neighbours. We 

operate an open door policy where we encourage any 

concerns and complaints to be brought to our attention. 

Contact: Email: 

newportobellohighschool@balfourbeatty.com 

Tel: 01501 824800 

 
Activities to be undertaken between December 

2014 and February 2015. 

 
•  Completion of earthworks 
•  Drainage to the whole site 
•  Demolition of the existing pavilion 
•  Sub structure to the new building 
•  Steel erection to the new building 

 

Considerate Constructors Scheme  We are 

a member of the Considerate Constructors Scheme and 

should you have any concerns that 

require to be raised this can be done by calling 
Considerate Constructors: 0800 783 1423. 
 
 
 
 

“Our Commitment” 
Balfour Beatty are committed to delivering 
our work in a safe and considerate manner. 
We will make every effort to minimise noise 
and disruption and those working on site will 
be briefed on working responsibly in the local 
community

mailto:newportobellohighschool@balfourbeatty.com


 


