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Portobello High School Parent Council 

 

Annual Report 2013 - 2014 

 

Introduction: Each year the Parent Council reports to you the parents / carers (and as such 

members of the ‘Parent Forum’) on what the council has been up to.  

 
About the Parent Council: The council exists to support partnership between the school, 

pupils and parents / carers and to identify and represent the views of parent on the 

education provided by the school and on other matters affecting the welfare of the pupils. 

 
The Parent Council meetings are open to all parents/carers of children at the school. They 

happen about 5 times a year usually on a Monday evening in the School Library at 7 pm 

Membership comes from parents, staff and pupils with input support and advice from the 

Head Teacher, members of staff and frequent attendance of local councillors and our local 

MSP. 

 

OUR AGM AND FIRST MEETING OF THE NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR IS AT 7 pm 

ON 1st SEPTEMBER 2014 IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY- COME ALONG! 

 
The Work of the Council 2013 - 2014 

 

Curriculum for Excellence: The council has continued to work with the school to ensure 

the curriculum succeeds. The Curriculum for Excellence has brought greater variety of 

subjects offered and progress on literacy, numeracy and IT. It has also brought new 

challenges for the school not least in taking on the new ‘National’ exams. A decision on 

whether to press ahead with the new Higher in 2014 / 15 or wait until 2015 /16 is being 

considered subject by subject. Next year approximately two thirds of the new Curriculum 

for Excellence Highers will be undertaken which is in line with other city of Edinburgh 

schools. 

 
Fundraising- you helping young people at the school: Parent council members, parents / 

carers and pupils raised significant funds on behalf of the school with: 

  

 A School lottery and other ventures.  

 The Cabaret Night was a big success raising £2,345 with several performers 

invited to perform at the Edinburgh Jazz Festival.  

 The Fashion Show raised £600 with some smooth operators on the catwalk and 

stylish outfits on display.  

 

As a direct result pupils were able to benefit from new equipment across departments and 

in the library. As ever a huge thanks to everyone who put in so much effort to achieving 
success. Fundraising only works with the support of the whole school community so 

please continue that support next year! 

 
A New School Building: The Private Bill necessary to allow the building of a new school on 

land at Portobello Park has made its way through the Scottish Parliament with extensive 

time given for objections to be heard.  As agreed by the Council, evidence was given by 

the Council in favour of the proposed site of the new school. The bill has had support from 

every political party. On the 26th June the Parliament unanimously passed bill. It is hoped 

that work will start on the building in the next few weeks with a new school with excellent 

outdoor and indoor facilities ready for August 2016. The existing school site is to be 

changed to parkland. 
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Our Constitution: The Parent Council constitution was updated to give greater clarity on 

the roles and responsibilities of Council members and how to become a member of the 

council. The wording of the new constitution was approved unanimously at a Special 

General Meeting on 18th November 2013. 

 
Presentations / Key discussions: The council was given detailed information on and 

discussed amongst other things-  

 

 Improvement plans for the school 

 City of Edinburgh Council proposed budget cuts 

 The use of iPads by particular year groups 

 We wrote on behalf of the Parent Council to express our concern at cuts to the school 

budget and opposing outright proposals on – 

 

o Sharing librarians between 2 schools 

o Removal of maximum class sizes S1 and S2 (Maths and English) 

o Delivery of Highers/Advanced Highers by a citywide consortium 

o Re-structure of additional support for learning services. 

 

The cuts were modified but still very substantial. We anticipate continuing 

challenges on the school budget going forward. 

 
‘Housekeeping’: We continued to find time for discussion of practical issues including: 

 

 Arrangements for the year end for 6th years 

 Timing of Parent Consultations  

 The ‘Key Adult’ mentoring system 

 Use of email addresses (if you have one please provide it to the school- it makes 

it much easier for the school and us to communicate with you) 

 Arrangements for school trips, and  

 Getting the best possible support from the wider parent/carer community for the 

school.  
 

Goodbyes/Hellos: The school has seen the usual comings and goings of staff; from the 

School Council perspective, as their children leave the school, we have to say farewell to 

Liz Meikle and Sheila Elliot- longstanding and committed members of the Parent 

Council- a big thank you for all your efforts over the years. 

 

We also said thank you to Verity Sinclair (English Department) who is departing on 

maternity leave and who has been a constant and informative attendant at the meetings. 

  
Conclusion: Thank you to Peigi Macarthur, the members of the council and all at Portobello 

High School for the work and achievement over the last year.  

 

Portobello High School Parent Council exists to work in partnership with the school and to 

ensure it remains connected with parents, carers and the wider community. The school, 

and we as parents, want to see our young people thrive in a caring, supportive and 

hardworking school. The Parent Council looks forward to continuing with that task in the 

next academic year. If you would like to be a part of it we will hope to see you at our 

meetings. 

 


